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- Maude Baldwin Photo 
Loq chute oppo1ite Shovel Creek on the Klamath River. in action about 1900 to 1902. 

Memories 
The early loggen labored here; 
They were a rugged crew. 
They cut the fir and pine uees, 
And hauled them with Old Blue. 

Dirt, heat, sawdusc, and danger, all 
Were just part of a day, 
Until at last on the end of the month 
They could collect their pay. 

Twas felling and bucking and skidding trees, 
Log drives to Klunathon; 
Then weekend brawling and drinking, 
And cheering the ball ream on. 

There are faint traces found here yet
T he log chute to the river, 
The railroad bed that's now grown up 
With evergreens asrummer. 

The logging camps and mwns are gone, 
Bur pause beneath the rrees. 
You'll feel them all come crowding round-
A thousand memories. 

-Darle Runnels. 



-Devere Helfrich photo 
Log chute as it looks today. Taken July 11. 1948. 

Dedication 

Our appreciation to the Pokegamans who unknowing have 

left a history that has afforded us personally many pleasure

able hours of documentary research and outdoor relocation 

of roadways and logging camp sites. 
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First dam across the Klamath River was this flashboard installation, built in 1899 
by the Klamath River Improvement Company. The dam was located just up
stream from the present-day location of PP&L's John Boyle project. Water backed 
up by the dam was released periodically, raising the river level to facilitate 
floating of logs to downstream mills. 

Join Today's Trend to 

TOTAL ELECTRIC LIVING 
64 "'o of all new homes and apartments built 
this year in a 5-state area we serve installed 
electric heat . . . 

90 "'o chose electric water heating . . . 

Nearly everybody chose electric cooking! 

GO ALL-ELECTRIC ! 

PACIFIC POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 
403 Main Street Phone 882-3411 



Identified as land-claimers headed lor the Klamath country. Crossing the 
Klamath River on bridge built upstream from the 1889 dam and bridge which 
had been tom out sometime during the 189D·s. 

Our congratulations to the ... 

Klamath County Historical Society 

Shaw Stationery 

729 Main St. Phone 882-2586 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 
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Five men in background unidentified. Standing: Frank Woods .• Henry Hoover, 
John Hoover, Rod Frain. Sitting: Jim White, _ _ McCarty. 

Lovely pine logs headed down Pokegama Chute to market. 

You will find st'(le and quality and Swan lake pine at the 

old stand, 3326 South Sixth Street in Klamath Falls today. 

Phone: 884-5145 



- Maude Baldwin photo 
Arrival of the Linkville Trolley in front of the Baldwin Hotel. Hauled in on a 
wagon by a Bob Hunsaker team. Left to right: Vesta Hunsaker (Vaughn), un
known. Henry Stout, driver. unknown. 

BALDWIN HOTEL 
OtDEST & STRONGEST 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING IN TOWN 

• 
31 Main Street Phone 884-5952 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 



- Maude Baldwin photo 
On a Sunday afternoon drive in the virgin pine forest.s of the Pokegama country. 

With modern, scientific logging, today's new forests continue producing 
timber, wildlife, woter and recreation in the historic Pokegama area . 

Weyerhaeuser Company 



-Courtesy Vera C!emmens 
The old Truitt place, one mile below Shovel Creek and opposite the log chute. 
The old Ager-Klo.math Falls. via Topsy Grade, freight road in foreground. Note 
logs stranded to right of water wheel. 

Oregon Water Corporation 

PURE WATER FROM ARTESIAN WELLS 

• 
Phone 882-3436 Seventh and Pine Streets 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 



.... 
- Hessig photo, courtesy Dr. A. A. Soule 

Old Blue and its four logging cars headed north, somewhere near lhe California
Oregon line. Left to right: Bud Inman, engineor; Walter Inman; Ed Way, brakeman. 

Home Lumber Company 
Retail Sales 

• 
PROMPT SERVICE ON ALL BUILDING NEEDS 

• 
Bill Meade, Manager 

Telephone 884-3146 2384 So. 6th Street 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 



Editor's Page 

Every issue of Klamath Echoes is written wirh rhe primary objective being to 
record authentic source hiscory of our area. For that reason we rely chiefly on con· 
temporary newspaper articles for rhe foundation, coupled wirh field research and old 
timers' recollections to tell our story. 

We rely on the newspapers for the facrs, dates and general recordings of rhe 
times, while rhe old timers supply the human interest and tall tales. In many instances, 
however, these recollections are aU that are available, and alrhough at times somewhat 
vague, give us a fairly accurate history. 

lt has been found, that if an argument is to be avoided, then do not interview more 
rhan one old rimer on a subject. If ten were interviewed, you might have ten different 
versions. In general, however, you soon learn ro differentiate between facr and fietion, 
although the latter may be the more entc.-rtaining. 

In this issue we are especially indebtt>d to the newspaper morgues of Klamarh 
Falls, Yreka and Ashland. The Star and Rept1bUcan. of rhe first, rhe UmotJ, Journal 
and SiskiyotJ News of the second; and rhe Tidings and Record of the third. In addition, 
we wish tO thank rhe Siskiyou and Klamath County Museums for their cooperation 
and rhe loan of some very wonderful old pictures. 

For authenticity and to add to the flavor of the times, wherever possible, the 
articles are reprinted exacrly as written. 

For years the question, "What became of 'Old Blue'?" has remained unanswered. 
Here, as in many other instances, rhere are too many theories or answers. For example, 
first, it was seen as late as 1912, in a pine thicket at Old Pokegama, and the smokestack 
was picked up rhere a number of years ago; second, it was seen as late as the 1918·20 
period, in an oak thicket, southwest of Snow, near Long Prairie Creek; and third, the 
name plate was found, attached to another parr, in the late 1940's, about halfway be· 
tween the two former sites just describt>d. 

One of the maio objects of our research has been to uncover the true history of 
"Old Blue", the tiny, first railroad engine to be brought into Klamath County. In 
the proct>Ss, many other interesting bits of history have come to light. Many false 
leads, tales and recollections have been encountered along the way. In faet, the acrual 
disposal of "Old Blue," as far as this writer has been able to determine, with any 
degree of accuracy, is still a mystery and seems likely to remain rhat way. 

Until a better factual account is turned up, the theory that "Old Blue" was 
scrapped for junk in the 1940's, or approximate period, will be acceptt>d as neart>St 
correCt by this writer. 

It will be noted, that every element for an extendt>d T -V senes is supplioo in 
this history of Pokegama, it's associated industries and localities. 

In running down rhe history of "Old Blue," an overwhelming amount of material 
was uncovered relating to rhe logging industry carried on at the various locations of 
rhe name "Pokegama." 

Finally, we witness the end of a very romantic and nostalgic era, with the ter~nation 
of the freighting and staging industrit>S, romantic, to rhe present day generauon, and 
nostalgic, to the old timers. 
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-Courtesy Siskiyou County Historical Society 
Log chute opposite Shovel Creek on the Klamath Biver, in action. Note the logs 
stranded on account of low water. 
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Pokegama. • • 
ltllllllllllllllltllllllltlllllllllltiiiiiUIIUIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIUIIIIIUIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIUIIIIIIIIIUIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIJtt 

By DEVERE HELFRICH 
This, the thi rd issue of Klamath Echoes, 

is rhe hisrory of Pokegama. 
The source of che name "Pokegama," is 

more or less clouded. Several different 
theories of it's origin have been advanced. 
First, char printed in the Yreka journal of 
March 16, 1892 states: "Pokegama is the 
name of Klamath Gry P. 0., but we have 
no idea of ir's origin unless it be a transpo
sition of rhe game of pokt:r, with a little 
change in rhe spelling. Some say ir is of 
Indian origin. Ir is becoming quire a 
place, however, and is destined to be one 
of the best business points on the C. & 0. 
railroad in this counry, by reason of it's 
immense lumbering enterprise and the 
mammoth saw mill and wooden ware 
facrories. A new road from PokeLtama is 
to be .built up the north side of the Klam
ath river, connecring in che Shovel creek 
section with the Ager-Liokville road." 

Two weeks later, the Journal of March 
30th, added: "Pokegama, the new name 
of Klamath Ciry, at the Klamath river 
crossing, near Hornbrook, is pronounced 
Po-Keg-a-my, which is better than saying 
Po-ke-ga-ma, as many seemed co think 
was the proper pronunciation of the word." 

Then on May 3, 1893, the Journal re
printed the following from the Klamath 
Falls Express: " ... and this town which 
derives its name from the Chippewa lan
guage, and is accented on the 'keg', 
promises to thrive." 

Another version, that listed in Oregon 
Geographic Names, by Lewis A. McArchur, 
states: ' ... The lumber company (Po
kegama Sugar Pine Lumber Company
Editor), got its name from a place in 
Pine Counry, Minnesota ... " (Actually 
there is a Pokegama Lake, located some 
sixry odd miles, due norr.h of Minneapolis
St. Paul-Ed.) 

Finally, another version was printed in 
the Sacramento Bee, June 28, 1957, and 

was told by Mrs. Fred Cavin, of Hornbrook, 
California, who once lived in rhe logging 
camp of Pokegama as a youngster, helping 
her father operate rhe cook-house. Origin
ally, she related, rhe town was named Old 
Snow, because of the deep snow in the win
ter, bur was renamed by George Marsh, log
ging superintendent, in honor of a Chippe
wa Indian friend of his in Manistee, Mich
igan. (Actually, Snow and Pokegama were 
two different Jogging camps, located some 
five miles apart-Ed.) Others have agreed 
it was a Chippewa name. 

The question has been asked, what is 
Pokegama? The answer is, it was: first, 
the name of a sawmill rown; second, the 
name of a lumber company; third, a logging 
camp; fourth, the and of the rails of the 
Klamath Lake Railroad; and, fifth, again 
a logging camp or town. 

Pokegama, as the name is now applieJ, 
is a high, timbered, bur logged over plateau, 
lying in the extreme southwesrern corner of 
Klamath Counry. This plateau, sometimes 
known as Pokegama Flats, extends south
ward to the Klamath Rjver rim, thus in
cluding a small wedge shaped strip of 
Sislciyou County, California, lying between 
the Klamach River and the California
Oregon state line. Also considered as Po
kegama Country is a small segment of the 
extreme southeastern corner of Jackson 
Counry, Oregon. 

The Pokegama Country is bounded on 
the north by the present Ashland-Klamath 
Falls or Greensprings (Scare # 66) High
way, successor to the old Southern Oregon 
Wagon Road and the still older Applegate 
Trail, all three approximating one another. 
To the west, che boundary is the summit 
of Parker and Grizzly Mountains; co the 
south, the nonh rim of the Klamath River; 
and, to the east, the summit of Hayden 
Mountain. The encire area is bisecred, 
from north to south by Long Prairie Creek 
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(Once known as Four Creek-Ed.), which 
is about thirry-one miles west of Klamath 
Fa1ls. The approximate area of the Pokeg
ama Country can be considered, on the 
average, about eight to ten miles wide, 
east and west, by teo or twelve miles long, 
north and south, and roughly contains some 

7 5,000 acres. 

Treated equally with Pokegama in this 

work, is some of the early history of the 
Klamath River, from the mouth of Spencer 
Creek, in Klamath County, to the mouth 
of Cottonwood Creek, in Siskiyou County, 
California. The Klamath River shares in 
the history of every enterprise connected 
with the Pokegama story. From the late 
lSSO·s down to the present day, somt! part 
of this combined area has been the more 
or less steady scene of logging operations. 

Klamath River at the Big Bend above the Ward Ranch. 
Reservoir. Probably taken in 1903. 

-Maude Baldwin Photo 
Now covered by Copco 

Before Pokegama . • • 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIUUIIIIIItlllllliUIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUitllllll 

As in practically all Klamath County 
history, the first authentically documented 
whites to view or travel across the Pokeg
ama and Klamath River area, was the 
Peter Skene Ogden 1826-27 Hudson's Bay 
Company Fur Brigade. (Journal of Peter 
Skene Ogden: Snake Expedition, 1826-2?. 
Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol. X£, 
No.2 ) . 

Ogden, in the neighborhood of Cotton
wood Creek and present day Hornbrook, 
California, recorded in his journal, under 

the date of April 14, 1827, that, from the 
"Sasty (Shasta-Ed.) River" neighborhood, 
'We shall proceed slowly to Clammite 
Lake and await Mr. McKay's party." This 
seems to have been accomplished by April 
22nd probably in the vicinity of Link 
River. 

The brigade probably followed up the 
north bank of the Klamath River and across 
Pokegama flars via rhe old Klamath River 
Indian rrail. This trail, after following the 
river to rhe upper end of present day 
Copco Reservoir, is thought to have climbed 
to the flats above, by way of what is now 
known as Spannus Gulch. At the present 
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time it is closely followed across the flats 
by the Ward Road, which in turn is closely 
paralleled by the present day Pacific Power 
& Lighr Company's power line (Trans
mission Line #'I)). All three pracrically 
join near the highway maintenance sration 
on the Ashland-Klamuh Falls Highway 
at the eastern base of Hayden Mountain. 
(See General Land Office surve)'S of 

Thomas C. Judkins, 1880-1881; Surveyor 
Mountain Quadrangle, U. S. Geological 
Survey, 1955; and As Told co Me b)' Rod 
Frain, in rhis issue of Klamath Echoes
Ed.). 

The old Klamarh River Indian Trail 
probably became the route of rhc Fore 
Klamarh-Henley ( rhe larrer locared one 
mile wester!)• from Hornbrook, California 
-Ed.) pack and pony express trail in late 
I 863 or early 1864. This line of communi
cation enabled rhe military ro reach the 
srage and telegraph lines passing through 
Ht:nler from California to Oregon. The 
rourc was used in preference co others, as 
more favorable for winrer travel than any 
then known. 

From somewhere in the Klamath counrry, 
the fur brigade, on May 14th, once more 
cook up rheir line of march "acr.oss the 
mountains to rhe easrward," reaching "Salt 
Lake" (Lake Abert-Ed.) on May 24th. 

In rhe years immediatelr following, and 
until rhe mid-1840's, Hudson's Bay Com
pany trappers, under Alexander Roderick 
McLeod, Michel La Framboise, John Work 
and ochers, continued to cross, and un
doubtedly rt'ap porrions of rhe Klamarh 
River, upstream from rhe Cottonwood and 
Willow Creek area. 

These fur brigades, upon leaving the 
Rogue River Valley, headed south, using 
rhe old Siskiyou Mountain Indian Trail, 
made straight for Pilot Knob, then down 
Couonwood Creek, across the Klamath 
River up Willow Creek, and over a low 
divide to enrer Shasta Valley. 

Presumably most of rhese parties crossed 
rhe Klamarh River ar the ford immediately 
above Willow Creek and if not there, rhen 
somewhere in rhe three mile stretch be
rween rhe rwo creeks, (Possible Origins of 
the Name Siskiyou by Joseph Wales. 
Siskiyou Pioneer, 1948. pp 42-43). 

From 1846 for the next rwo decades, 
the Pokegama countrr was viewed and 
ptobably entered many times by emigrants 
traveling the old Applegate Trail, which 
skirted rhe northern limits of the territory. 
During rhe years I 848 and 1849, many 
California bound gold rushers from Oregon, 
also traveled the same route, bur from 
west to east. 

Early Transportation Routes 
of the Pokegama Country . .. 
tllltlllllllllllllllllllltltllllltltUI111UIUIIIUI1111UUnlltuii111PIIIfllllrJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUJIIIIIIUUIIUIIIIttUIUIIIIUUIUttiiiiiiiiiUIIIIftllllllffllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllltiiiiiiiiUitlllllliiiUI 

In rhe late summer of 1848, the first 
wagons, six in number crossed the Klamath 
River, following the old Siskiyou Moun
rain Trail sourhward. 

Sometime in March, 1851, gold wa~ 

discovered at Yreka, and in December of 
rhe same year, ar Jacksonville. During 
the immediately ensuing years the sur
rounding communities were founded and 
rhe adjacent counrryside serried. A. road 
of sores came into existance over the Siski
rous and by July 29, 1854, (M>• Playhouse 
Was a Concord Coach, by Mayc Helene 
Bacon Boggs, page 208), a stage line was 

established berween the rwo places. At some 
unknown date, as of now, but no later rhan 
August 26, 1854, (Concord Coach, page 
209), a ferry, then known as "Klamath 
Ferry,'' was puc into use about half way 
between Cottonwood and Willow Creeks. 
This was probably the ferry later known 
as rhe "James Bell Ferry." 

Nearby, a post office of Henley, was 
esrablished, January 3, 1856, and ran until 
October 31, 1912, when it was closed 
to Hornbrook. (Century of California 
Post Offices, 1848-1254 by Walter Nettle
ron Frickstad, Oakland, 1955.) . 

3. 



By December 26, 1866, a pose office 
of "Klamath.. was established some "12 
miles from Yreka." (Concord Coach, page 
482.). lc continued in operation until 
February 28, 1872 when ic was closed. The 
exact location is unknown. 

Later, on October 28, 1869 (Concord 
Coach, page 52 7 ) , under the I isti ngs of 
U. S. Mail contract 14,773, a "Klamath· 
appeared on the line between Yreka :md 
Henley. Next, on January 9, 18 71 a post 
office of "Virginia Ranch" was establtshed 
and ran but a shore time, closing our De
cember 18, 187 1 (California Post Offices). 
This pose office evidently was on what was 
known as che old Laird ranch. 

Then on September 24, 1873 (Concord 
Coach, page 589), a list of the stage scops 
of che California-Oregon stage reads in 
part: ", .. Yreka, co Klamath Ferry 14 
miles, co Coles 11 miles . . ... Whether 
one sration or cwo separate ones, the lo· 
cations of Klamath and Klamath Ferry 
can only be guessed. Nearb}', a pose office 
of Willow Creek was established September 
22, 18"'6 and was closed co Ager, febru· 
ary 3, 1888 (California Post Offices). 

Exaccly when the nexc change in name 
or locacion of a station, in chis neighbor
hood, took place, has nor been determined; 
but b}' December 15, 1884 the Redding 
Free PreJJ (Concord Coach, page 707), 
announce.'<~ rhe wincer schedule of the 
scage company as follows, in part: "Leave 
Yreka ac 1 a.m. and arrive at Laird's at 
8 a.m., for breakfast. Leave Laird's at 
8: 30 a.m. and arrive at Coles ar 12:30 
p.m., for dinner." 

With the approach of the railroad from 
the south, rhe ]o11rnal wrote, on January 15, 
1887, char "Laird's on the Oregon road is 
about che liveliesr camp in the country at 
presenr, ir being che srop over station for 
stages, besides being surrounded with camps 
of men in employ of the railroad company. 
(This location was the old Laird ranch, 
which in the early 1900's became Thrall, 
where che Klamath Lake Railroad branched 
from the Southern Pacific Railroad-Ed.). 

In the meanciine, the serrlemencs had 

been extended eastward from upper Willow 
Creek, past Bogus, on co the Klamath 
River, and up the south side of char scream 
coward Klamath Hot Springs. As the 
settlers pushed up rhc Klamath River can· 
yon, .Marcin Frain, trapper and trader, 
was ever in the vanguard. 

Sometime afcer the establishment of Fort 
Klamath, exactly when is unknown, a new 
rrail, co and across che Pokegama Councry, 
came into use by the Yreka-Fore Klamath 
packers. Such men as Whittle, Picard, and 
George Nurse, surder at the fore, and after 
186-, trader and scorekeeper ar the new 
secdemenc on Link River, probably all used 
chis route. The new route continued in 
use for a number of years as will be shown, 
or probably uncil the first Topsy grade was 
built by H. C. Tichnor in 1875. 

The Journal of February 28, 1868, des
cribes the route as follows: " ... The 
people of Link River are anxious co do 
their trading with Yreka in preference to 
Jacksonville, although they belong to that 
counry, for the reason char they can get to 
Yreka at all seasons of the year. A good 
wagon road now runs from Yreka to Killi· 
brew's Ferry on the Klamath (The sire is 
now under the waters of Copco Reservoir 
-Ed.), turning off from the Oregon Road 
( Oregon & California Stage Road-Ed.) 
at Jas. Bradley's ranch (probably near later 
day Ager-Ed.) cowards Bogus, in reference 
co which we learn a petition is to be pre
sented co the Board of Supervisors, asking 
to have this private road declared a public 
highway. From Killibrew's ferry co the 
old emigrant or Applegate road (up Long 
Prairie Creek tO rhe site of the later day 
Parker Stage Station-Ed.) there needs to 
be bur seven or eight miles of road built, 
which will connect us with rhe Klamath 
Lake country, as well as opening a direct 
road co Surprise Valley. This short piece 
of road could be built ac a trifling expense 
and render Yreka within seven miles as 
near the Klamath Lake as Cottonwood 
( Henley-Ed. ), or sixty-five miles from 
Yreka co Link River. Mr. Nurse, the sole 
trader of that section ac present, who has 
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cwo trading posts (presumably the old 
one ac Fore Klamath, and the new one on 
Link River-Ed.), came inco rown last 
Monday for goods to replenish a ponion of 
his needed assortment, and says chis is the 
best place for him to purchase goods if 
the road is opened from Killibrew·s to the 
Applegate road, from the fact that he could 
ream cheaper by getting goods via Red 
Bluff ( a freight wagon road was opened 
from Red Bluff co Yreka in 1855-Ed.), 
rhan by packing from Jacksonville and 
getting goods via Crescent Cicy (a road 
was opened becween Crescent City and 
Jacksonville in 1858- Ed.)." 

The next issue of cbe ]OtJmal, March 6, 
1868 furcher endorsed che route by writing: 
··wagon Road to Klamath Lake.-We no
tice chac Robe. Whittle, F. Peacard and A. F. 
Woodruff, have posted notices of intention 
co make application at the next meeting of 
the Board of Supervisors, asking thac the 
road co Woodruffs ranch and Killibrew·s 
ferry be declared a public highway. From 
this road co the Klamath Lake emigrant 
road, only seven or eight miles of road is 
necessary to be builc, and in the meaocime 
goods for Link River could be packed chis 
shore discance, and hauled rhe balance of the 
way in wagons. This is che only feasible 
route for the Klamath Lake seeders in 
winter and the mosc desirable in summer. 
If the people desire co improve che pros
perity of the county, chis is certainly a 
fine opportunity co secuie a valuable trade 
ar a very smaU expense. This road woulJ 
also make an excelleoc and shore rouce co 
Surprise Valley, by raking a direcc course 
ease across che country, soon afcer crossing 
chc Klamath River." 

The ]otJrnal of April 3, 1868 wrote: 
"For Link River.-Geo. Nurse the Klamath 
Lake crader, leaves here chis morning wich 
a pack train well loaded with supplies and 
cakes freight ac ceo cents per pound. The 
travel co chat section via Killibrew·s Ferry 
averages from ceo co fifteen persons per 
day, most of che uavel coming from Ore
gon, it being necessary to come down tO 
Cocconwood in California and then go 

north again. Farming and plowing is 
going on briskly around the Lake and 
prospects are favorable for a very large 
settlement in chat country this summer. The 
Oregon and California boundary survey will 
be commenced abouc the first of May." 

We continue the srory by quoting the 
}ot~rnal, on several occasions, first, May 22, 
1868: ''Last week we were favored with 
the acquaintance of Cape. McGregor, of 
Fore Klamath, who came to town on busi
ness conn.ected with Government maners. 
After this month the Forr Klamath mail 
will come co Yreka three times a month, 
via Killibrew·s Ferry on the Klamath, and 
che great bulk of supplies for that section 
will also be procured in Yreka. This rome 
can be traveled all the year round, while 
the route formerly traveled to Jacksonville 
is impassable for ar least seven months in 
the year. Excepting a distance of eight 
miles, near Klamath River, this route is well 
adapted for good reaming, and Cape. Mc
Gregor offers to build one half the road 
on che other side, if the people of Siskiyou 
will finish it on this side:· 

June ?, 1868: "Messrs. H. Pfenninger, E. 
W. Pocrer and Bob Whittle came in town 
from Klamath Lake yesterday, the latter 
bringing in a quantity of Lake trout which 
are splendid eating." 

June?, 1868: "Trade from the Klamath 
Lake country with this section is steadily 
increasing, and orders come into rown 
through diJferent individuals every time 
the tri-monthly military mail and express 
comes along from Fort Klamath." 

On June 26, 1868, the ]oumal further 
moaned: .. The Want of a Road.--Owing 
co the absence of a wagon road leading out 
to the Klamath Lake, this county is deprived 
of the opportunity of securing contractS 
for about 2,200 co 2,500 barrels of flour 
per year for Fort Warner, located abouc 
50 miles north of Surprise, Gen. Crooks 
headquarters and other posts. The flour 
will probably be shipped from Grande 
Ronde, 100 miles further than the distance 
from Yreka. Teams can carry cheaper 
probably than pack trains, hence the pre-
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ference in favor of Grande Ronde. Chico 
is 95 miles further than Yreka from Fort 
Warner bur the road is badly cur up ac 
presenr. Siskiyou Counry is the nearest 
market and would be rhe cheapest if a 
good road was built to permit reams to 
reach Klamath Basin." 

Even with all this agitation, ic seems 
unlikely chat a wagon road was built ac this 
time or for many years yec co come, as indi
cated partially by the following letter (a 
typescript of a microfilm copy from the 
Nalional Archives, Washington, D. C., 
made by the lace Edith Mcleod-Ed. ) from 
G. G. Hunrr, Major of Cavalry, Command
ing pose, to the Assiscanc Adjutant at San 
francisco, daced Fore Klamath, Oregon, 
January 10, 1872, which in pare states that 
the "Trail from Yreka, California, partly 
road, to Fort Klamath, via Link River, 
Oregon, open at all seasons for pack ani
mals." 

However, enough agitation had been 
stirred up, so that the Board of Supervisors 
evidenrly sene our road viewers, and che 
results of their viewings were reported in 
the ]oumat of June 26, 1868: " ... They 
report a good temporary road from Yreka 
to Killibrew's ferry, from which point a 
new road must be built cowards the Lake. 
After crossing the ferry, they followed up a 
gulch ( Spannus Gulch-Ed.) co a table 
land, a distance of seven or eight miles, 
which the proprietors of Killibrew's Ferry 
are willing co build. On reaching this 
cable land they found a good route for a 
road to Brown's Ferry (near Spencer Creek 
-Ed.)." 

lt furrher seems chat the demands of an
ocher route, that which in later years was 
co become the old Topsy Grade road, also 
received the road-viewers artention at che 
same rime as the Kiilibrew Ferry route 
and was reported in the same article of the 
]or~rnal. "The rouce by the South of Kla
math River is considered the best one for 
the interests of this county, from the fact 
char ir would be all in the State, ... The 
road on the south side of the K lamath 
would avoid any crossing of the river, and 

take to the mountains shortly after leaving 
Killibrew's Ferry. Plenty of hard work 
would be required to build it, t.hou_gh it 
would be much shorter, and cap far richer 
sections all the way co Lose River chan 
those on the north side in the limited Link 
River section." ( Here again, a road was nor 
built for )evera1 years, or probably until 
1875-Ed.). 

Then on July 24, 1868, the ]o1muzl. gave 
rhe reason why the Killibrew and south 
side roads were so bypassed: ". . . We 
have heretofore mentioned the route via 
Killibrew's on the north side of the Kla
math River, and also the route in the 
same direction on the sourh side of the 
Klamath River, buc we now think a bercer 
roure can be obtained via Litcle Shasta 
River ( the Old Ball Mountain road
Ed. ), to Willow Creek; thence co the old 
emigrant road on Lose River; thence easterly 
within three or four miles of Clear Lake." 

1c was nor until che next spring that the 
Journal of March 26, 1869 again rook up 
the story: "Geo. Nurse, from Klamath 
Lake country was in town this week pur
chasing goods to replenish his scock, and 
brought wich him a large assortment of 
furs. He also inrends bringing in shortly, 
a Joe of wool, which is obtained from the 
various herds of sheep in rhe vicinity of 
Link and Lose Rivers." 

Ma)' 27, 1869: "For Klamath Lake.
A pack rrain loaded with goods for the 
Klamath Lake country, by McConnell & 

McManus, left town early yesterday morn
ing." 

July 1, 1869: "Geo. Nurse, arrived in 
cown with his pack train from the Klamath 
Lake country, with a load of woo~ and will 
return comorrow with a stock of goods." 

Finally, a new source, the Yreka Unicm, 
November 21, 1869 adds an interesting 
bit to the srory by reponing: "The Messrs. 
Majors, who are engaged in surveying the 
California and Oregon line, have finally 
reached rhe serclements on the K lamath 
beyond Bogus Creek. The line is from a 
mile and a quarter to a mile and a half 
norrh of Ward's ranch-the old Killibrew_ 
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rand\. It has been claimed for some 
years past that this ranch was in Oregon, 
and, in consequence, our Assessors and 
Colleerors have nor assessed ir or collected 
taxes from it-dt:>ugh in 1862 it was re
garded and created as subjecr ro rhe juris
diction of California." 

This survey was made in 1868-1869, by 
Daniel G. Majors. The state line was fi
nally and definitely established as late as 
1918. (Oregon Historical Quarterly, De
cember, 1936. pp 301-307. The Town
ship and Section lines of rhe Pokegama 
country on rhe Oregon side, T. 41 S., R. 
5 E. were surveyed in 1847-Ed.) . 

As Told to Me . • • 
by Rod Frain Ocr. 24, 1948 
:IIIIIIUIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIliiiiUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIftllllllllllllllllltUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIU 

My father came around the Horn about 
1850. He came ro this cououy in 1852, 
with goods to trade to the Indians, ar what 
is now Klamath Falls. l was born in Scott 
Valley in 1871. Our old home ranch on 
the Klamath River is the first place below 
Shovel Creek, about a mile from the Hot 
Springs. Spannus later owned th~ place. 
We lived for years on the ranch at the 
foot of Topsy Grade. 

Frank Picard built the first grade up 
Topsy, George Chase the second and Bob 
Emmit the third. I think the last was 
built in 1890, the year after the hard 
winter. Yes, I'm surce that is the year. I 
worked on the last Topsy Grade for a 
while. I drilled on the bluff at the sharp 
point. 

George Otto was the first mail carrier 
into chat part of the counrry. He first 
rode a mule that became so lazy he couldn't 
make any time. At last he bought a small 
pistol and would pull it out of his pocket 
and fire it down by his side, dose to the 
mule's hind feet, which would cause the 
mule to speed up for a little bit. He later 
rode a horse called Honey. 

Chicken Hill got its name from one time 
Tom Way was moving a load of furniture 

co his place at the foot of Topsy. He had 
a wagon load of scuff, and had a crate of 
chickens piled on top. Going up the hill 
the crate of chickens fell off, and broke 
open, scanering chickens all over. There 
were kids running everywhere, crying to 
catch che chickens. 

We always called the big bend of the 
Klamath River, Long Point, although that 
was nor it's name. I don't think it ever 
bad a name. 

The old post office at Spencer's Station 
was called Wampum, after the Indian beads. 
If the government called it Wampus, that 
was wrong, they made lots of mistakes. I 
built the old slaughter house at the Spencer 
place. Spencers used ro live in a log house, 
just east of the brick house that is sri 11 
there. The old chimney srood there for 
years. 

The falls in Klamath River, just below 
the slaughter house, and where the old Con
nolly sawmill was once located, is where 
the Indians used ro catch salmon. They 
would wash back over the falls, and would 
pack jusr as thick as they could pile, in a 
big hole jusr below the falls. That is where 
Frank Picard used to get the salmon he 
packed ro Yreka. My father cold me all 
about it many times. The old soldiers 
trail ran berween the Pokegama road and 
rhe river. I found a gunny sack full of 
tin cups along it once. It had the soldiers' 
names on each cup. I didn't have any use 
for ir, so just ler it lay. Keno was once 
called Riverside. It was called Plevna long 
before it was called Keno. 

There are still in existance, some of the 
old brick ovens the Greeks built ro bake in, 
while rhey were building the old Pokegama 
railroad. They are at the rim, just where 
the railroad climbs out of the canyon. The 
old engine on the logging road from 
Snow ro the top of the chute was called 
"Old Blue." Snow was about halfway 
between Dixie Ranger station and Pokeg
ama, or about a mile from eit\ler place, 
and on the old logging railroad. It was 
a logging camp for the sawmill at Klama
thon, and the first winter it was built, such 
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a heavy snow fell, there was over five feet, 
that is how it got its name of Snow. 

They peeled the logs where they fell, 
but they never peeled the smaller ones, 
just squared them into timbers. They did 
not drive spikes in the chute to slow up 
the logs. I worked there, at about every 
job there was, in the timber and on the 
chutes. 1 drove logs down the river to 
the mill. They never used the dam over 
a few times, to float the Jogs from the 
chute down to the mill. It was used mostly 
when they rolled the logs into the river, 
farther upstream, along the hillsides. The 
chute never burned up. They used to grease 
it so the logs would slide better. At first 
the chute was real smooth, but later the 
lower half, below the cut, got gouged out 
and was bumpy. When the logs would hit 
these bumps it sometimes would cause them 
co jump the sides of che chute. Thev lined 
it in places with iron, about a haif inch 
thick, like sheet iron. 

The old school still standing northwest 
of here ( Rod Frain's old homestead ranch 
at Fall Creek on the Copco Road ) was 

called the Spring Creek school. There was 
once a school on this ranch, on the meadow 

just south of here a couple of hundred 
yards. It was later moved to Surveyor 

Springs. There was a family or rwo over 
that way that had seven or eight kids. Sur

veyor Springs got irs name from che first 

surveyors in early days who camped there 
while surveying the state Line. 

Hart lived on Beaver Creek, above Pine
hurst, at what is now the De Carl place. 

The old emigrant road crossed Jenny Creek 

about a mile and a half below Pinehurst. 

They let their wagons down with ropes, 
and the marks used co show on trees there. 

I have seen the marks but I do not know 
whether anything is left now or not. 

(The above interview took place at the 

old Fred Frain, now Laird, ranch on FaU 

Creek in Jackson County.-Editor ). 

Land Grants ... 
;UIIUUIIIIIIUIIIIIIWUUIUUUIIIIIIIIfllllllflllllllllllllllltltltllltiiiiiUUIIUIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIUI 

Pokegama timber lands were acquired 
in several ways; by homesteads, by timber 
claims, by direct purchase from che Federal 
~vernmem, and by Federal Land Granrs. 
The Latter were probably the largest single 
source by which tills stand of timber passed 
into private ownership, to eventually end 
up in the possession of large timber in
terestS. 

As early as 1850, to encourage the con
struction of railroads, Congress authorized 
the awarding of public lands, of which the 
nation had a surplus, to groups of private 
enterprisers, who would lay rails in cer· 
tai n distant areas. 

According to Stewart Holbrook, 1n The 
Srory of American Railroads, pp 15 7 · 161, 
"There were several panerns in the land 
grantS to railroads: Grants of alternate 
sections of land, usually the odd numbered 
sections on each side of the railroad for 
varying distances, in primary strips em· 
bracing the area within ten miles on either 
side of the proposed railroad, some without 
indemnity limits, ochers with indemnity 
limits outside thereof, extending 20 to 30 
miles hom the railroad. 

"In no case did a railroad receive more 
than six sections of land to the mile of 
road. The indemnity Lands, also called 
'in lieu' lands, were given to the railroad 
in place of lands that would have been in 
the primary strip except for the facr they 
had previously been granted to others than 
the railroad. Hence, the 'in lieu' or in
demnity limits." 

It is some of these indemnity or 1n 
lieu" lands in the Pokegama collncry, which 
in curn were sold co logging concerns, of 
which chis history deals. 

One of these sales was made on July I, 
1887, when the Oregon and California 
Railroad Company gave a crust deed to 
the Union Trust Company of New York, 
in behalf of the Pokegaroa Sugar Pine 
Lumber Company for 10,022.95 acres in 
Klamath and Jackson Counties, Oregon. 
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The consideration was $65,149.17. 
On September 14, 1906, the California 

and Oregon Railroad Company "granted 
and conveyed," and the Union Trust Com
pany "released and confirmed," all rights 
"unto" the Pokegama Sugar Pine Lumber 
Company. (Klamath County deeds, Vol. 
22, Page 566.). 

ln addition, the U. S. Government gave 
a patent, on the above lands, to the Pokeg
ama Sugar Pine Lumber Company on 
March ? ? , 1913 which was recorded May 
19, 1913. ( Deed: Klamath County Records, 
Vol. 39, Page 259.). 

These lase two transactions were for 
the purpose of clearing the title to the 
said timber lands, which accorrung to the 
Klamath Republican of December 14, 
1905, had been sold by the Pokegama 
Sugar Pine Lumber Company to the Weyer
haeuser Timber Company. 

The Central Pacific Railroad acquired 
the California and Oregon R:Ulroad about 
1870 b~· a number of consolidations, and 
in turn became a part of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad. Consolidations also rook 
place in Oregon, where the Oregon and 
California Railroad evenrually passed into 
the hands of the Southern Pacific in 1887. 

Klamath City ... 
IUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUlUIIIJnllfllll111fffiiiUIIfiiUHIUI111llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllt 

In 1887, wirh the approach of the rail
road from the south, to and across the 
Klamath River ( Hornbrook became the 
end of the rails by May 1, 1887-Ed.), 
a new community, later to be called Klam
ath City, may have been envisioned and 
even founded sometime during that season. 

By 1888, the Klamath River Improve
ment Company, whose members were J. E. 
( James ) Mclaughlin, President; James 
Steel, Portland, Oregon, che principal in
vestor; ]. Louvenberg; and probably others, 
was incorporated. 

Then accorruog to the Journal of No
vember 28, 1888, "a depoe is co be bwlt 
at this new cown on Klamath River, and 
Klamath City is destined co become one 

of the largest towns in the county." Fur
ther, rhe corporation he-ads were deciding 
in Ponlaod, on plans to build a dan1, a 
sawmill, and a ''woodenware factory." 

"To test the matter of getting logs dvwn 
the river, 134 were thrown in at the 
Oregon boundary line, and 119 reached 
the localicy of Klamath Cit~·. without any 
further attention, the river being ac irs 
lowest. 

"In addition to these improvements, a 
new road is being builc up the river co 
Elk Flats, near Shovel Creek, joining the 
Linkville road at that point, the new road 
being free from the troublesome adobe, 
so rufficult for travel in the winrer season.'' 

By December 19th ]ot1mal, it was an
nounced that construction of the new mill 
"will be commenced before long as the 
company has obtained rhe privilege from 
our Supervisors of deaning out and im
proving the scream co use it for floaring 
Jogs." and that ''The S. P. Co. have already 
sene up five car loads of rails and about 
5,000 tie, lo build a mile of side track. 
Several men are already ar work dearing 
the ground and making preparations for 
erection of the mills." 

Then on February 21, 1889, the U·n.io1J 
reprinted the following article from the 
Ashland Record: "The work on the big 
lumbering mill and town sire has been 
dosed down and the men all discharged. 
The Reco-rd is informed, upon preny fair 
authoriry, that operations have been sus
pended indefinitely, on account of the 
company not being able to get proper tide 
ro their land. It is said the biggest pan 
of their land, about 30,000 acres, was ceded 
co the scare, which gave a swamp land 
ride to the parties from whom they pur
chased it. As it is a fine belt of sugar and 
yellow pine, plainly without any taint whar
ever of being swamp, it is said the govern
ment has notified the company that the 
titles were procured through fraud, and 
will be revoked." 

On April 10, 1889, the Klamath 
County Court, with W . S. Moore, Counry 
Judge, W. C. Crawford and Levi B. Kes-
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Klamathon, sometime before 1902. residence section to left, sawmill, lumber yard, 

ter, Counry Commissioners, as party of the 
firsr pan, entered inro an agrcemenc wirh 
the Klamath River Improvement Company, 
J. E. Mdaughlin, President, as party of 
the second part, whereby the former "let, 
lease and demise to the said parry of the 
second part and its successors, the Klamath 
River from the mouth of Spencer Cr Wecas 
Creek to a point where said Klamath 
River crosses the state line between the 
states of Oregon and California, to use 
the same as a public highway for the 

purpose of floating logs, timber and lumber 
thereon for the term of rwenty years from 

the date hereof. That the said parry of the 

>econd pan and its successors shall be al
lowed to collect and receive as toll for 
all logs, timber and lumber passing over 
said portion of said Klamath River, the 
sum of one dollar for each and every 
thousand feer, board measure, . . . of 
logs, timber and lumber floated by said 
party of the second pan and its successors 
:lr allowed by them to be floated on said 
portion of said Klamath River." 

It was further agreed "That the parry 
:>f the second part and its successors will 

improve the said portion of the said 
Klamath River sufficiendy to float and 

transport successfully all floatable logs, 
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esy 
box factory and business section to right. Nothing 'remains today. 

timber and lumber that may be offered to 
be floared thereon, on or before the first 
day of Ocrober, 1889." 

lr was also agreed that Klamath County, 
for and in consideration of the certain 
promises and agreementS did further, 
"gram, demise and lease to the said party 
of the second part and irs successors rhe 
sole and exclusive right for rhe period 
aforesaid, tO construct and mainrain booms 
and dams and ro make all ocher improve
mentS necessary for the successful floating 
of Jogs, timber and lumber rhereon ... " 
( ExcerptS from the original agreement, in 
rhe files of the Klamath County Museum.). 

As a result of the Klamarh County agree-

menc, the Klamath River Improvement 
Company built a dam on the Klamath 
River approximately one-fourth mile be
low the Ashland-Klamath Falls (Stare 
Route # 66 ) Highway bridge ar the old 
McCollum or Ellingson Mill sire, some 
five miles west of Keno. The dam was 
constructed of log cribs filled with rock, 
with the from face planked, between which 
flash boards could be placed and water 
srored on the Spencer Creek Flars above. 
It appears that construction took place in 
1889, or at least, was commenced that 
year. 

A bridge was constructed on rop of the 
dam, and thus use of the old emigrant 
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ford across the Klamath River below 
Spencer Creek was eliminated. 

Incidentally, it is related by an old timer 
( As Told to Me, by C. C. Snowgoose. ), 
that the flood heads released would hit 
the miners working on bars below Pokeg
ama, wichout warning, causing considerable 
damage to cheir workings and endangering 
liie as well. Their complaints resulted 
in abandonment of the dam by the logging 
company and irs parcial destruction, after 
which fishermen continued the regulation of 
the river ro cheir own desires. After des
truCtion of the dam, there was construCted 
a makeshift bridge along the upstream side 
of the remaining parts above water. Over 
rhis latter bridge passed most of the freight 
and passenger rraffic between new Pokeg
ama and Klamach Falls in later years, 1903 
tO 1908. 

The site of this dam and bridges is now 
covered by che waters backed up by the 
John C. Boyle, Copco dam. Whether any 
other work was ever done along the Kla
math River to the scare li.ne is doubtful. 

As a result of a Siskiyou County Super
visor ordinance, mentioned in the Decem
ber 19, 1888, journal, the Klamath River 
saw use as a log driving medium, until 
Klamathon burned the night of Ocrober 
13-14, 1902, and probably "sacking" or 
salvaging operations the remainder of the 
year. 

Next, we learn from the Union of 
August 1, 1889, in recording anocher article 
from the Record, char Klamath City may 
have also been known as "Manistee" for 
a shore rime. This one mention, so 
applied, of Manistee, the home town in 
Michigan, of many of che company em
ployees, is all that has been found ro 
dare. 

When construction work was resumed, 
is not definitely known, bur we have the 
following from rhe Linkville Star, reprinted 
by the Unior~ of August 8th: "The boom 
of Klamath Ciry is fairly opened. Thiery 
three carloads of machinery, all marked 
in big advertisit;~g lerrers 'Klamach City 
Lumber and Driving Co.' have just rolled 

into chat interesting localiry from the east, 
rogether with a 250 horsepower engine 
and eleven great boilers. Next will be 
heard rhe call for laborers, and the echoes 
of saws, hammers, axes and mule drivers 
will drown rhe roar of che Klamach. The 
marker thus opening for our stock and our 
farm produces will soon be calling for irs 
supply." 

By October 17th, Union, it was an
nounced chat an auction of Klamath City 
rown locs would be held the next week. 
However, the weather was unfavorable, so 
che sale was postpOned a few days, Urzion, 
October 31st. 

On January 8, 1890, an anicle from 
the Tidings was reprinted by che joumal, 
which read: "M. B. Rankin, of the Kla
math Lumber and Milling Company, came 
our from Portland to Klamath City last 
Tuesday. Mr. Rankin said to the Tidings 
reporter chat the work of setting up the 
machinery and furnishing the mammoth 
new sawmill is pretty well along, and opera
tions will probably be suspended till spring 
opens, as it is impossible to do any oucside 
work now m che best advantage. The 
announcement is made that che deferred 
payments for work done on the mill will 
be made next Monday. The workmen 
have felt easy about the securiry of their 
wages due, knowing that they could file 
mechanic's liens on the mill if necessary." 

Around rhe first part of February, the 
Klamath River went on a rampage, with 
disastrous results for the Klamath River 
Improvement Company enterprises. 

On February 12th, journal, it was re
ported: ". . . At Klamath City, the dam 
and bridge, supposed co be imrincible, was 
soon wrecked, by che great body of water 
pouring over it and around each end, 
threatening the complete destruction of the 
extensive new mills. To save the mills, 
efforts were made to blow up the dam 
without very good success, alchough the 
water has washed it our completely, with 
the exception of a small portion in che 
center. The blacksmith shop, a portion 
of the logway next to the dam and other 
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buildings were swepr away, inflicting a 
heavy loss on the Klamath River Improve
ment and Lumber Company." 

By April 30th, journal, a reprint of 
a Tidings article ··says Mr. A. ]. Bowman, 
the Supt. of the mill, at Klamath City, has 
just returned from Portland, where he has 
been to confer with some of the company. 
He is authorized to go ahead and complete 
the mill. Of course he will not employ 
many men, as a small force will finish 
the work before the water will be low 
enough to rebuild the dam. .Mr. Pender· 
gast is in the woods with a force of men 
gerting out timbers for the dam, which 
are being hauled down as fast as possible:· 

On July 30, journal, it was reported: 
'The County Supervisors created a new 
school district at this place (Klamath City 
-Ed.) on May lOth. Mr. ]. E. Mclaugh· 
lin, W. H. Laird and B. M. Gill were 
elected trustees, and $500 is apportioned for 
this district No reacher has been em
ployed >•et and those who desire to apply 
should do so at once." 

During the summer, considerable dis
satisfaction arose over the unwillingness 
of one C. W. Fowler, company employee, 
who ran a ferry of sons, for the recon· 
suucrion work on the dam, but at times 
discouraged the use of the scow for private 
use. This traffic was forced to ford the 
river with their stock and wagons. lr was 
also claimed Fowler's rates were far too 
high, for those be did ferry across. 

Little or no new construction work of 
importance seems co have occurred at 
Klamath City during the remainder of 1890 
and most of 1891. At lease newspaper 
comment was extremely scarce. 

However, Siskiyou County seems to have 
completed a new bridge across the Kla· 
math River by October 15, 1890, journal. 

And, by December 3rd, joumal, work 
was started on a new break water co pro
tect the existing mill property. Capt. T. ]. 
La Flesh, a former Michigan man, was the 
superintendent of the work. 

There next appeared on the scene, indi
viduals who continued to dominate larer 

day Pokegama-Klamathon logging accivities 
for many years. It was announced by the 
San Francisco ExamitJer and reprinted in 
the jortmal of November 11, 1891 that, 
"The largest sale of railroad timber land 
on the coast rhis year has just been con
cluded by the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Company. The land in question is situated 
near what is known as Jenny Creek, a 
stream flowing into the Klamath River. 
Pardee, Cook & Co., one of the largest 
timber firms of Michigan, are the pur
chasers, 'and they paid $90,000 for ic. In 
addition ro this purchase, the Michigan 
company bas about an equal portion of 
government timber land interspersed in 
seccions berween the tracts just acquired 
from the railroad company." 

The joumal then added: "The firm 
above named may probably be the present 
owners of rhe extensive mill at Klamath 
Ciry, as that mill was built by Michigan 
and Oregon capital some three years ago 
and a town site laid out for an extensive 
business. Some trouble in the company 
caused a suspension of the work after rhe 
extensive mill was almost ready co set 
in motion." 

Later, on November 25th, )ot~mal, it was 
reported: "Parries connected with the 
Michigan company which lately purchased 
the Klamath City mill and property, are 
now taking an inventory of the same, 
and all rhe privileges. The)• started up 
the river on Monday, accompanied by ]. 
E. Mclaughlin, the President of the former 
company, to get acquainted with the sur· 
veyed lines of the various timber se<.'tions 
along the Klamath River in this county 
and in Southern Oregon, and to obtain all 
other information required in reference to 
carrying on the lumbering business in the 
most extensive manner." 

lt was further reported on December 9th, 
journal, that "the new foreman of the Kla-

math City Mills, on Monday last, told that 

Pardee, Cook & Co., have bought the entire 

outfit of the old company, and that thirty 
men from Michigan will arrive today to 
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commence work in fixing up the mill and 
dam. Steele, McLaughlin and all che 
former stockholders have retired." 

By December 16th, ]ot~-mal, ic was an
nounced that "a large force of mill men 
having already begun work at that place 
in fixing up the mill and rebuilding the 
dam ... " 

On December 23rd, ]01Jrnal, it was fur
ther reponed that "]. E. McLaughlin, who 
was in town yesterday, and intends remain
ing permanendy at Klamath Cicy, said 
that . . . A great number of saw logs 
cur by the old company nearly three years 
ago, are ready co be floated down as soon 
as supplies can be hauled co the camps for 
the men employed, which is a great diffi
culty ac presenr in consequence of the 
bad condition of che wagon roads . . . 
Some 30 men and 10 reams are now 
working on the new dam ar Klamath 
City." 

The above would seem co indicate chat 
the first logs were cue in 18~8, at about 
the same time that activities began ac 
Klamath Ciry. It would also seem ro in
dicate that no logs had been floated at char 
rime, nor up ro the present, December 23, 
1891. These logs were evidenrly cue near 
che old Kirwin ranch below the foot of 
Topsy Grade, and possibly on both sides 
of che river. 

The same paper also reprinted an article 
from the Tidings: ''A carload of people 
from Chicago arrived at Klamath City 
lase Thursday. There were seventeen men, 
who had come our to work for Pardee, Cook 
& Co., and women and children enough to 
fill che car to its capacity-forty or fifty 
all cold. 

"On lase Monday there were about fony 
men at work for che company at Klamath 
Ciry. Besides the main dam, which is to 
replace the one washed our by the floods 
of 1889-90 .. . 

"Mr. Cook is expected from Portland 
today or tomorrow with a score of men 
from his eastern mills, who will at once 
commence the work of overhauling and 
repairing the dams, piers and machinery, 

construcring booms and purring the pro
perry in shape . . . 

"Regarding the transportation of logs 
from forest co mill, Mr. Fradenbutg says 
chat they will be railroaded to the Kla
math and floated to the mill. . .. Work 
will begin at the mill this week and in 
the woods next week. All the logs will 
be peeled and butt curs will be 'dutch
manned' to prevent their sinking." 

Looking ahead to information yec co 
be given, it would seem that a plan had 
been worked out, which was to be followed 
in the nor roo distant fucure. A logging 
railroad was to be built, from che rim to 
the timber, a log chute from the rim co the 
river and co facilitate the latter, the logs 
were to be peeled. These events were yet 
to be, bur actually came tO pass. 

The journal of January 13, 1892 re
ported: "A large force is now busily em
ployed in building a new dam at Klamath 
City in place of the old one washed out 
two years ago, the Supervisors having e..x
rended the rime on account of damages 
sustained, for completion of rhe work. By 
the end of chis month . . . the dam 
will be thoroughly rebuilt in better manner 
than before. The company having peti
tioned the Board of Supervisors for a wagon 
road up the Klamath River on the north 
side between Klamath City and the cross
ing at Schnackenburg's bridge, viewers were 
appointed co survey such road to connect 
with the Ager and Linkville road at the 
larter point." 

February 3rd, journal: "As yet, no lots 
can be sold, until Mr. Cook returns from 
rhe easr, bur a great many have been spoken 
for, ro be transferred when Mr. Cook ar
rives . . . A post office will soon be 
established . . . We are still calling ic 
Klamath City, but that name will not be 
allowed by the government for a post offi.ce, 
as there is a Klamath in Humboldt county 
and one in Oregon_" 

February lOth ]ottrnal: ''T.he company 
is yet undecided as to where they will ger 
logs. The question waits for consultation 
with John R. Cook, the manager, who is 
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absent at present. 
"The company will in the future be 

known as the Klamath River Lumber Com
pany, and not rhe Klamath River Lumber 
and Improvement Company, as previously 
named. 
" 'May Rose' has been selected as a name 
for rhe rown, or post office, of K!amarh 
Ciry." 

This seems, however, not ro have been 

the correct informacion. Actually, on Feb
ruary 8th, a post office was established 
under rhe name of "Pokegama," and ran 
unci( June 4, 1897 when the name was 
changed co "Klamarhon." The lattt:r pvsr 

office was in exisrance unril March, 1918 

when it was closed co Hornbrook, and 
placed on a mail route from chat place. 

( California Post Offices. ) 

Thought to be the Kerwin log chute, near Topsy Grade. under construction in the 
1889-1891 period. Loqs w ere pulled down the chute by horses. due to levelness 
of chute. 
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Pokegama 
the Town. 
llfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllrtlflllllllllllllllllllllll 

The first use of the name "Pokegama" 
found to date, as applied co the town was 
given in the April 20, 1892, journal: 
"Pokegema . . . where a large population 
is already gathering, some 26 families 
having lately arrived there from the east, 
rogether wich others from various parts of 
Siskiyou County and the enrire coast.'' 

A news item of interest followed in the 
]oumal of May 4ch: "}. E. McLaughlin, 
who is getting ouc logs at the Oregon 
boundary line, for -rhe Klamath City or Po
kegama sawmill, in this county, says he 
can buy fine horses very cheap in Oregon, 
securing the stoutest young 1,200 and 
1,500 lb. horses for $100 or less." 

An icem from the Journal of June 1st, 
gives us an idea of the price, at which most 
of this timber had originally been acquired: 
"The sale of timber land by Siskiyou men 
to Pardee, Cook & Co., of Pokegama, con
sisted of nearly 3,000 acres belonging to 
H. B. Gillis, over 2,000 to ]. E. Harmon, 
and about 1,100 to David Horn. This 
land was Oregon State land donated by 
General Government, and offered in the 
marker at $1.25 an acre, the same as Stare 
school land. The parries selling, procured 
ir abouc three years ago, and being all in 
one body." 

Fulfillment of company plans seemed 
about to be realized by July lsr, when it 
was reported, Journal: ''It is expected the 
big sawmill at Pokegama will soon be 
started up in cutting lumber, as the booms 
are now being fixed all along the Kla
math River, to protect bridges and private 
property, in floating logs down the swift 
stream." 

Then on July 20th, the journal re
ported: "The loggers up the Klamath, are 
now dumping logs into the river at a rapid 
race, and the mill will soon be ready for 
commencing work . . . Over 110 men 
are now employed all along the river in 
getting the logs down, and a number of 

experienced rafters follow them in bateaus 
or flat bottom boats to prevent a jam by 
keeping the logs moving. An immense 
chute of about a mile long has been made 
on the mountain side between Truitt's and 
Edson's, down which the logs are shot 
:nco the river." 

There was a donkey engine located at 
the rop of the old log chute. Here again, 
we find a difference of opinion, this time, 
:IS to the make and general construction of 
the engine. Ic is claimed by one group 
that it was a Dolbeer, stationary, spool 
donkey engine. Following this belief, a 
:node!, full size, has been reconstructed, by 
a great deal of effort, at Collier State 
Park, north of Klamath Falls. 

Recently, 1961, a new book, "Railroads 
in the Woods," by John T. Labbe and 
Vernon Goe, states: "Willamette (Iron and 
Steel Company, of Pordand-Ed.) built 
ar least one other (Walking-Ed. ) Dudley. 
( Two others had previously been built 
ior a Coos Bay logging firm-Ed.) . This 
operation made use of a spectacular log 
chute inco the Klamath River, and the 
Walking Dudley (a modification of the 
old Gri!'wheel-Ed. ) was used to nudge 
reluctant logs on their way down the 
chute." (In this instance, according to 
available information, the gripwheel was 
probably removed and a drum substituted 
-Ed.). 

Continuing the report of the July 20th 
Journal: "At present large cares with 
wheels 10 feet high, and 6 inch tires, are 
used in hauling logs about a quarter of a 
mile to the chute, each haul of rwo 12 or 
16 feet logs, requiring about 13 Y2 minutes 
in loading, hauling and dumping into 
the stream. As soon as the timber is cut 
away at che edge of rhe mountain plateau 
nearest the river, a railroad will be built 
back from 4 to 10 miles for speedv haul
ing ro the river bank. The compaov will 
buy all the logs they can get in addition 
to the several contracts, and are now build
ing a fine wagon road up the north side 
of the river from Pokegama to the junction 
with the Shovel Creek and Linkville road 
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Donkey engine at the head of the chute, high atop the Klamath River north rim. Cook 
house behind the donkey. Standing, left to right: Unknown. Jim White. chain around 
neck. Fred Frain, Cauley Stowe, cook. unknown, unknown, Frank Woods. hand on hip, 
Henry Hoover, Jim White, unknown, Wren Frain, unknown with white suspenders, Rod 
Frain. unknown. Sitting in front, unknown. Jim McCarty. 

at the Schnackenburg crossing near ·Bogus. 
. . . As soon as the mill is started, there 
will be seve.ral more men employed ... ' 

Next published in the Journal of July 
27th, were three lines in a news item from 
Pokegama, which stated that "the big mill 
started today." This item seems to be in 
error, as proven by the various articles that 
follow. In fact, the mill probably fuse 
began to cue steadily about March 10, 1893. 
It is possible, that a trial run of a few logs, 
had been made by as early as the July date 
given above. 

August lOth, ]our·nal: "The mill is al

most in readiness. An immense engine, 
pump and plenty of hose has been added, 
in case of fire. Bob Wickham, a thorough 
man at his business, has put up an electric 
plant, and has lamps everywhere through
out the mill, for use nights or cloudy 

weather. It will be a case of protection 
to fingers and hands. The obliging mana
ger is E. C. Foster." 

August 24th, ]01Jrnal: "J. E. McLaughlin 
. . . says he is making no effort co gee 
logs down to the mill at Pokegama, and 
will not attempt to do so until there is 
more water in the river, the stream being 
about six inches lower than ever before 
known . . . The Mill company's men, 
however, are trying co float logs, by doing 
a great amount of blasting, which, how
ever, will be a benefit, as the best time 
to blast out rocks at rapids is when the 
scream is at its lowest stage." (Note that 
it does not state that any logs actually ar
rived, whereby the mill might have run 
a small cutting, although some of the 
smaller logs might have completed their 
journey-Ed.). 
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August 31st, journal, reprinted from 
the Klamath Falls Express: "George Chase 
said, three weeks ago about 300,000 feet 
of logs at Calkings' and 400,000 feet at 
Lennox's were starred down stream by the 
opening of the dam at my place. (This is 
the only mention found to date, of the use 
of the 1889 dam near the McCollum mill 
sire-Ed.). The drivers encountered con

siderable difficulry in gercing the timber 
along bur they succeeded in gercing through 

Ward's Canyon when the miners inrer

ferred and stopped further work. There 

will undoubtedly be a legal fight between 
rhe miners and rhe loggers as the former 

claim that rhe lowering of rhe water by 
the damming of the river injures their 
business. 

"The lumbering concern has fully a 
million feet in the river between Frain's 
and Lennox's, and are curcing right along. 
I feel confident that the fall and spring 
freshets will float the logs down without 
much trouble and chen the miners, who 
cannot work during high water, will have 
no occasion to prevent logging operations." 

October 5th, ]ot~rnal, reprinted from the 
Tidings: "Pardee, Cook & Co., have just 
completed a $4,000 road from Pokegama 
to a distance of 14 miles up the Klamath. 
It is a splendid wagon road and Siskiyou 
Counry paid $2,500 coward it. The 
chure ar Truirt"s will be completed in two 
weeks (about October 19, 1893-Ed.). It 
will be 2,000 feet long. This chute obvi
ates the necessiry of a railroad to get the 

logs co the mill at Pokegama. Sevenry-five 

-Courtesy Siskiyou County Historical Society 
Log jam at the head of Ward Canyon on the Klamath River. Location of present day 
Copco Dam above Fall Creek. Men unidentified. 
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-Maude Baldwin Photo 
Overall view of the Shovel Creek area.. Klamath Hot Sprinqs in the foreqround. 
The old Mart Fra.in home near the cave opposite Shovel Creek. the loq chute and 
in the distance, the Truitt place, later owned by Spaanus. 

men are delivering and banking up logs at 
the upper end of the chute, to be ready 
co run down the Klamath River when the 
water raises in the winter and spring. The 
surveyors having completed a survey, are 
locating the route of a railroad from the 
upper end of the chute, for a distance of 
four and a half miles, and the work of 
grading is now under way. It is an easy 
grade and will bring the company into 
their fine belt of sugac pine timber. Their 
maio logging camp and headquacters for 
logging operarions the coming year will 
be located there, which is in section 4, 
township 48, range 5 east (The future 
Snow-Ed. ) . There is a fine spring of 
water located there. Tbe company ex
pects to be able to float logs down the 
Klamath five months in the yeac, which 

is more than they could do in Michigan." 

October 19th, ]oumal, reprinted from 

the Star: "Matt Frain, of Klamath Hot 
Springs, arrived yesterday. He says the 
Pokegama Lumber Company will state logs 
thundering through the big chute in a few 
days, and that the iron to be used in con
struction of the railroad from the upper 
and of the chute along the plateau to the 
big belt of sugac pine rimber, is expected 
every day. The company expects to have 
the crack laid before bad weather sets in." 

In another item, same dace, the Star fur
ther seated, "The railroad iron is now being 

hauled for the Pokegama company's shore 
railroad, which will extend from the 
chute on cop of the mountain co fine 
sugar pine rimber a distance of about four 
miles. There is also great talk now about 
the wagon road to be built soon, e)ttending 
from Packer's, on the Ashland road, ro the 
logging camp 3 ~ miles north of Truitt's." 
(This would be the completion of the old 
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Killibrew or Ward Ferry road, becween 
Yreka and Linkville described in former 
pages-Ed.). 

December 21st, Journal: "The railroad 
on the Klamath River abouve Bogus, from 
the river back into the timber belt ... 
has been completed, and logs are now being 
hauled to the river bank for dumping in 
the stream. . . . A large number of logs 
would have been floated down immediately 
after the !are heavy srorms which raised 
the river about rwo feet, bur for the cold 
weather following, which froze them to
gether to prevent moving." 

January 11, 1893, Journal: "Effom have 
been made lately ro start logs down the 
Klamath River to the big sawmill at Po
kegama, but have not been very successful 
so far. Preparations were made to inaugu
rate a large drive, so thar numerous logs 
would block the stream cowards raising it 
for floating the great mass, and logs have 
been hauled on the new log railroad from 
Cook's camp to the big chute, ro starr an
other lot. The scream was raised con
siderably by rhe late storms, but rhe cold 
weather before and after has kept the 
logs frozen together co prevent successful 
moving. Many think the floating of logs 
will never be successful, and that a rail
road will evenrually be built from the 
headwaters of the Klamath in Oregon co 
C. & 0. R. R. Crossing of the Klamath at 
Pokegama.'" 

February 1st, Joumal, reprinted from the 
Expreu: "Three cars ( called by some, 
Russell cars-.Ed.) are now running to the 
chute and 300 logs per day are shot into 
the river. Mr. Marsh has a force of cwency 
men driving McLaughlin's 1,700,000 feet 
of logs down the Klamath from the foot 
of the big grade (Topsy-Ed. ) . He has 
moved them a distance of four miles by 
doing some blasting, and it now looks as 
though Cook's log-driving venrure on the 
Klamath will be a perfect success. 

"Mr. Marsh, the foreman of the log
driving crew at Kerwin's, wants ro hire 
a number of experienced men ro engage 
in the drive. Wages range from $2.50 co 
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An article from the Yreka Journal of 
February l, 1893. All articles were first 
copied on 35mm film. 

S4.50 per day.'' 
Another item from the Star further 

stated: "Thousands of feet of logs are 
below the Ward Canyon and the big mill 
at Klamath City will be sawing in full 
blast before the 1st of March." 

February 9th, }ottrnnl, reprinted from the 
Star: "W. H. Bearley states that no logs are 
being cur now by the Pokegama company, 
there being about cwo million feet in the 
river already. The logs are sailing down 
beautifully a.nd the Pokegama mill will 
starr on Feb. lOth. The whole crew con
sists of Norwegians and Swedes from Mi
chigan- lumbermen of first rate ability. 
When the mill stares the foreigners will 
acr as millmen, while local he1p will be 
secured for the logging camps. The peeled 
logs run down the half mile chute in ten 
seconds, making a tremendous dash into 
the Klamath. The logging camp looks 
quite citified in the timber, with its ten 
dwellings, cwo stores, a blacksmith shop 
and sidewalks 400 feet long. Carloads of 
logs run swiftly to the river, the empty 

cars being drawn back by horses. Cook, 
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one of the company, has gone east to buy 
an engine." 

The above logging camp, heretofore 
called "Cook's Camp," eventually became 
known as "Snow." Exactly when is un
known. However, a post office of "Snow," 
was opened June 22, 1894 with Adelbert 
B. Smith as postmaster. "Snow" may 
have been named for, or was located on, 
or near the homestead or timber claim 
of William Snow, who resided in the 
neighborhood at the rime, although at 
least three old timers say it was nameJ 
for or on account of the deep snows there 
in the winter. 

The following bit of information is 
related, possibly having some bearing on 
the origination of the name "Snow," and 

comes £rom the Siskiyou News of June 27, 
1896: 'Wm. Snow of Snow, Oregon came 
down £rom camp lase Sunday. How are 
you, Bill? When asked if he walked down, 
replied, 'No, I came a foot' ... 

Probably the most tragic logging accident 
to occur during the entire history of the 
Pokegama operations, was reported by the 
journal of March lsc, reprinting an article 
from the ExpreiJ: "We learn that the 
drowning of three men in the Klamath 
River on. Feb. 19th, occurred about 3 
o'clock in the afternoon on what is known 
as Hessig's Bar, a mile northeast of Shovel 
Creek. The dam at Chase's had been 
closed down the night previous, and while 
the water was low, blasting operations had 
been carried on to break the jam. When 

-Helen Helfrich photo 
Remclins of the log trestle a t Snow, over which Old Blue transported logs to the 
chute from 1892 to 1902. Note the 18" diameter tree growing in the center of the 
ro.ilroad bed. 
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the flood came on the crew jumped in with 
peevies and rolled the logs into the cur
rem. Directly below the jam, a whirl-pool 
had formed in the deep water, and George 
Marsh, the foreman, saw that his crew of 
cwency-four men were in danger of losing 
their lives, if the logs should begin to 
move. Mr. Marsh, for many years, bas 
bad experience in log-driving operations, 
and seeing the danger, called the men 
to come back to the shore. They all 
obeyed, with the exception of four men
Dan Shea, Leslie Shrieves, a mao named 
Donnelly and Andy Davidson, aJI of whom 
were courageous log-drivers. When the 
jam started the three former jumped into 
the water. The angry waters closed over 
Shea and Shrieves, and they were never 
seen again. Donnelly was carried to the 
whirl-pool and rose to the surface. He 
gave a cry of "Help! Help!" A spectaror 
sranding on a log near by might have 
saved him by extending a helping hand, 
but paralyzed with fear, did noching. Even 
Marsh's cry of "for God's sake, give him 
a pole, a limb, anything!" failed to arouse 
the man from his stupor, and Donnelly was 
finally whirled from his reach. 

"Davidson in the meantime, had clung 
to his log, and passed through the whirl
pool in safety. From the meagre reports 
that reach here it is learned that a son of 
Mr. Hessig, who was present at the drown
ing, extended his bad to one of the men, 
but owing to lack of strength was unable 
to save him. 

"Mr. Marsh immediately seat word to 
have the gates of the dam dosed down, 
and began a systematic search for the 
bodies of the three victims, but up to the 
present writing they have not been found. 

"The drowned men are from Truckee, 
and have only been at work on Klamath 
a short time. Dan Shea is a well-known 
logger, and is well known to lumbermen 
all over the coast. He was popular 
among his associates, and his untimely end 
is deeply regrerced by all who knew him. 

"Marsh, the foreman of the crew, has 
been engaged in log-driving operations 

for many years. He has operated on many 
dangerous rivers, and by exercising great 
care has heretofore avoided fatal accidents. 
He is overwhelmed at the recent occurrence, 
and has engaged four of his crew to 
search for the corpses. 

"A brother of Shrieves has arrived and 
will assist in the search for the remains of 
his brother and his drowned companions." 

Two of the bodies were recovered in 
August of that same year, that of Shea on 
the 14th or 15th, near Otto's Bridge in 
the Bogus area, and Shrieves on the 25th 
below the log chute. Both were buried to· 
gether near what is now Copco Lake. 

March 15th, ]ottrnat: "The Pokegama 
sawmill commenced sawing lase week, and 
is furnishing an excellent quality of lumber. 
Plenty of logs in the boom, with millions 
coming. Logs are drifting unaided co the 
mill faster than they can saw them." 

May 3rd, ]ottrnat, reprinted from the 
Express: "To-day there are five million 
feet of logs lying in the river which are 
being sawed up at the race of from 50,000 
and 60,000 feet per day." 

May 17th, journal: "They are extending 
a railroad from the river back to the logs 
and now have an engine which they will 
take up for duty soon." 

The engine used on the logging railroad 
at the top of the rim, was variously known 
as "Blue," "Little Blue,'' or "Old Blue." 
Presumably, the name was derived from the 
color of the cab. It was supposed co have 
been shipped in on the Southern Pacific 
Railroad from Santa Monica, Califarnia, 
where it had drawn excursion trains from 
Santa Monica co the Pacific Ocean. It was 
hauled up the north side wagon road from 
Pokegama ro the vicinity of Cook's Camp 
or Old Snow by horse team. Oxen posi
tively were nor used. From the river it was 
taken up the narrow Spannus grade, which 
was rough, steep and bad several very 
sharp turns, especially one near the top. 
The number of horses used to pull the 
wagon hauling "Old Blue" seems to vary 
from rwo co six, depending upon the lo· 
cality and the time viewed. Prentice Puck-
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Old Blue at Snow. Note the chip und er the middle wheel , to assist in holding the 
little engine on the steep grade at Snow. Bud Inman, engineer. 

ett says two horses with block and cackle 
were used on the grade, that "Old Blue" 
was not too heavy, and was hauled on one 
wagon and there was plenty of time. In 
190 l Mr. Puckett and his father traveled 
the old grade, and saw a piece of rhe 
cable, which his father said was used when 
they pulled the litrle engine up the hill. 
Marks of the cable still showed on the 
trees. 

Herman Spannus, now of Yreka, re· 
members, as a boy of 8 years, seeing "Old 
Blue" hauled up the grade. He remembers 
seeing six horses in use. 

W reo Frain once said his ream was used 
to make the final sharp turn, near rhe top 
of the grade. One member of this span 
was a wonderful pulling little mare, who 
almost alone, snaked "Old Blue" around 

thar fi nal sharp rurn. 
It may be well to get another point 

Straight at this time. "Old Blue" ran on 
Standard Gauge crack, nor Narrow Gauge 
as so many of the presem era claim. This 
fact can be easily proven, by measuring the 
rail marks on thousands of hand hewn 
cedar ties which are still in existence. 

June 28th journal: "A railroad track 
extends back from the river for a distance 
of about four miles inro the midst of the 
foresr. The uees arc cur on each side of 
the track for some distance, and the logs 
conveyed to the crack with the larest im
proved log wagons, and then rolled on the 
cars by horse power- ... fr0m 70,000 
to 80,000 feer of logs are dumped into the 
Klamath river every day, the engine making 
five and six trips daily over the road." 

23. 



High wheels with stinger tongue, thought to be at Snow, Hom's Camp or Old Pokegama. 

August 9th, ]oumal: '"The Pokegama 
sawmill was shut down last week, the 
superintendent being afraid co run the 
band saws longer for fear of accident, as 
rhey are nearly worn out. New saws were 
ordered from France six months ago, and 
heard of on arrival ar New York, bur 
seem to have since been lost somewhere 
berween the Atlantic seaboard and this 
coast. A special search is now in pro
gress co find where they have been side
uacked, destroyed or scored. The band 
saws in use have been hammered so often 
in addition co being worn that they have 
no strength to stand the heavy work with 
securiry." 

August 30th, ]or.rnal: ''Extensive piles 
of lumber line the rai lroad cracks at Po
kegama, comprising over five million feet, 
sawed our this season, which will soon be 
shipped wirh profit, as more favorable 
terms have lately been secured from the 
railroad company. Mr. Cook, who went 
East ro dispose of property there, and re
turn with funds, is soon expected, having 
made the sail~ on installments, bur ex-

periences delay in payments, owing to the 
stringency in financial circles not antici
pated when the sale was effected. The mill 
still remains idle on account of non-arrival 
of the lost band saws ordered, the old saws 
nor being safe to use any longer. The 
work of purring more logs in the river will 
be suspended, and the woodsmen ~er to 
work cutting sugar pine for use next season, 
besides making preparations at Pokegama 
and along the river for continuing opera
tions during the winter months." 

October 18th, ]oumal, reprinted from 
rhe Tidings: "The mill ponds of the Kla
math River Lumber Co. are rapidly filling 
with the advance drive of 5,000,000 feet 
of logs. The present drive 'will soon be 
down. Mr. Marsh with about 25 men will 
complete the work in a week or reo days. 
The planing mill is running full handed, 
there being about fifteen men employed in 
and about the milL 

"A deputy of the Fish Commission is 
here making extensive changes and im
provementS in the fishway or ladder. The 
original way is being extended down the 
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river on a much easier grade. The riffles 
are being remodeled and when completed 
a barbed wire fence will be run around the 
whole to keep the half breeds from taking 
fish from the ladder with their infernal 
gaff hooks. 

"The long lose band saws of the Klamath 
Mill & Lumber Company have ac lase put 
in an appearance, having been detained 
at Panama for several months. The com
pany is in hopes of being able ro tide over 
irs presenr financial troubles in a few 
weeks and starr the mill again. The river 
drive was completed yesterday afternoon. 
Between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 feet of 
logs are in the mill ponds, and the three
quarters of a mile of floating logs present 
a fine appearance co lumber men. The 
cown is full of men at present with nothing 
ro do and no money." 

August 22nd, ]oumal: "Business seems 
to be quire flourishing in Pokegama at 
present, the big saw mill being kept 
steadily in operation, while the extensive 
box factory uses up the lumber in manu
facturing boxes. The mill has about 
9,000,000 feet of logs cur, ready for float
ing down the river from the forests near 
Shovel Creek, che firsr drive reaching the 
milllasr week, with more to follow in quick 
succession. The new rails for exrension 
of rhe lumber railroad further back from 
the Klamath River are expected shortly. 
. . . The box factory employs a large 
force of men, and the shipmentS from the 
box factory, range from five to ten car
loads per day. Another box factory is also 
ro be put up at Pokegama, by the firm of 
Richardson & Co .... " 

The new year of 1894 was barely under 
way when the Klamath River lumber 
and Improvement Co. ran into additional 
trouble. The Union of February 15th, 
wrote: "Logging operations still continue in 
the woods, bur the river drivers were 
compelled to quit on W cdnesday of last 
week, owing to the fact that Messrs. Stiles 
and Townley, the hotel men, refused to 
board the crew any longer. Cook & Co. 
owe Mr. Stiles of the Klamath Hot Springs, 

about S2500, and patience has ceased to 
be a virtue with him. The firm is also 
heavily indebted to Townie)'. The labor
ers who came from Michigan with Cook, 
when the latter first began his operations, 
are very much devoted to the silver
haired old gentleman who is now so sorely 
pressed for cash. . . . The workmen will 
receive about :me-half of what is coming 
to them, within fifteen days from dare of 
agreemenr, and rhe balance in ninery days. 
Also, in l!Ccordance with this agreemenc, a 
box factory is ro be added co the plane." 

Nexr, on May 3rd, the Umon reported 
that the new box factory, which will give 
employment co about fort)' men, and will 
be ready to start in about ten days. Ir is 
owned by people who supply a large por
tion of the demand for fruit boxes in Cali
fornia, and will be run steadily throughout 
the year." H. P. Marcin of Sacramemo, 
was the manager of the company of Martin 
and Stevens, owners of the plane known as 
the Pioneer Box Faccoq•. It was also 
reported chat the sawmill would start abour 
May 15th. Up at camp there were plenty 
of logs cur near the railroad, ready to be 
transported ro the log chute as soon as the 
mud dried. The logs were expected to 

run from the chute ro che mill without 
driving due co plenry of water in che river. 

By August 23rd, however, evenrs as 
reponed by the Union seem not to have 
turned our as rosy as previously prophesied. 
lc seems that "logs from up the Klamath 
River were expected at Pokegama today so 
that the mill could be scarred by the first 
of next week. These logs are the strays 
from old drives, but it is expected that 
the track of the log railway in the timber 
will be extended soon so that a new lot of 
logs may be started down the river from 
the chute." 

October 24th, ]oumal: "The large barn 
belonging co the Klamath River Lumber 
Co., Pokegama, containing about 40 acres 
of hay and a car load of barley, was 
destrored by fire last Sunday evening about 
6 o'clock. The loss was about $2,000. The 
fire broke out in the loft and was coming 
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through the roof when it was discovered. 
Origin unknown." 

January 23, 1895, ]oumal: "The big 
sawmill at Pokegama is still running, and 
cutting into lumber its large supply of logs 
on hand, and the box factory will be in 
operation again very shortly. The box 
factory makes good times for the town 
in using up the lumber and employing a 
large number of bands with pay day at the 
end of each month. Working the lumber 
into boxes and wooden-ware on the ground 
pays bener chan shipping lumber in boards 
and planks." 

February 20th, ]ortrnal: ''Pokegama will 
soon work out of irs trouble caused by the 
dull times and demoralized condition of 
the country during the past cwo years, co 
become one of the most flourishing business 
points in Siskiyou." 

April 17, journal: "Pokegama sawmill 
is still busily employed in sawing up great 
quantities of lumber, having kept running 

all winter, and will soon be supplied with 
another large drive of logs starred down 
the river from the logging camps near 
Shovel Creek. The box factory was starred 
up last Thursday, to be kept steadily in 
operation all summer, with an abundance of 
lumber from the large mill, now well 
seasoned for chat purpose." 

May 8th, ]oumal: "]. R. Eaton has es
tablished an express and stage line between 
Pokegama and Hoc Springs, via Jennie and 
Fall Creeks. Stage will leave Pokegama 
every Monday and Friday on arrival of 
train from the south, returning on Tues
day and Saturday ac 11:30 a.m., in time 
for both trains." 

May 29th, ]oumal: "George Cook and 
wife of Snow, Klamath Co., Or. and 
formerly of Shovel Cr., Klamath River, 
were in Yreka on Sunday, and recurned 
home nex:c day." 

1895 seems to have been a banner year 
for the Klamath River Lumber and lm-

-Courtesy Vera Clemmens 
Klamath River log drivers near Klamathon at noon. March 23, 1900. Left to right: 
Shorty Bishop. Wren Frain, AI Castell, standing, unknown, unknown standing. Tom 
McGregor, Denny Hazel, Rod Frain, Frank Woods. Sitting right front: Fint McCarty, 
Jim McCarty, Jim White. 
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provement Company industries, no shut 
downs or trouble being recorded. The 
following short article printed in the Jour
nal of July 30th, is representative: " ... 
The large sawmi(l and also the box factory 
at Pokegama are running regularly, turning 
our great quantities of lumber and box 
material .. . " 

Exactly when the first lumber rafts 
were sent down the Klamath River is un
known, bur ]. R. Cook, owner of the saw
mill at Pokegama is reported in the journal 
of June 25, 1896 as saying: ""he was sur
prised to find be sold 600,000 feet of 
lumber ro miners down the Klamath last 
season, . . . and has ready sale for all 
the lumber made." 

Ic had previously been reported by the 
Jotmkll of March 17, 1896 that, 'There 
has been about one hundred thousand feet 
of lumber, mostly fir, rafted from here 
this spring for the American Bar Company. 
B. F. McCrary and W m. Lowe took the 
contract of rafting the lumber to the Bar, 
and both have mer wirh success. So far, 
no rafcs have been lose, and only two have 
hung up on the many rapids in the river. 
Each raft consistS of about ten thousand 
feet." 

On May 5th, 1896, the Journal gave an 
excellent description of this encerprise: 
"Klamath River Lumber Raftiog.-The 
manner of rafting lumber down the raging 
Klamath River at almost railroad speed 
from the sawmill at Pokegama to Honolulu, 
a distance of 20 miles, is more exciting than 
shooting the chutes at San Francisco, and 
very dangerous. A raft of about 10,000 
feet of lumber is firmly fastened together 
to float like a barge, leaving the top about 
five feet above the water line. Four or 
five men with long poles, manage the raft 
and keep it from dashing against rocks or 
running inco the banks at crooked turns 
from the speed attained. The current 
being very swift with dangerous cataracts 
and whirlpools in many places, requires 
energetic action on the parr of the mana
gers, who seem to have no serious difficulty 
until reaching Lime Gulch below rhe mouth 

of Humbug Creek, where the rafts some
times strike dangerous rocks to be broken 
ro pieces, causing the men to swim ashore 
or save themselves the best way possible. 
The raft crew warch carefully co keep clear 
of blind rocks covered by water on the 
swift journey, nor only ro save the lumber 
from being scattered, but also for their 
own safety, as it is difficulr for the most 
expert swimmer to reach the shore at any 
section of the turbulent stream. Residents 
along the river watch these raftS with in
tense interest, as they fly along the surface 
of the water, especially through the rapids 
or winding around crooked turns, fearing 
disastrous results. By this method a great 
quantity of lumber is supplied to miners 
for building water wheels and wing and 
head dams a.t points where there are no 
wagon roads for hauling by ream, or such 
poor roads as ro make hauling very slow 
and tedious. The men who manage the 
rafts are experienced river loggers and 
f<now all the crooks, turns, eddies, rocks, 
bars, and rapids, hence keep cheir floats in 
proper position ro shooc through the dan
gerous places with safety, showing great 
skill also in landing at points where thP. 
cargoes are desired." 

The year 1896 is of vital interest to this 
history because of a number of poincs it 
clears up; the extension of the logging rail
road, and the establishment of two logging 
camps, whose names have been handed 
down through the years, bur whose sites 
have all bur been forgotten and lost. 

First, on February 28th, the Journal 
wrote: "The big mill here will probably 
be shut down next week, as the company 
will have no more logs in the boom by 
that rime, and will noc resume operations 
again until May or June. They are ex
tending the railroad further back ioco the 
timber up ac camp, and owing ro the fact 
that there is considerable trestle work to 
be constructed on this road, it will rake 
two or chree months before the road is 
completed." 

This extension referred co, is wichout 
a doubc that made from some poioc north 
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-Hessig photo, courtesy Dr. A. A. Soule. 
Four cars of peeled logs, somewhere along the line. Note the snipped or "Dutch
manned" ends on many of the logs. for easier sliding in the chute, and driving on the 
river. Left to right: Walter Inman, Bud Inman, unknown, Ed Way. 

of Snow, to and across Long Prairie Creek 
to Horn's logging camp, which must have 
come into existence in lace 1895 or early 
1896. Horn's Camp was northwest of 
Long Prairie Creek, ~t-the bast of Grizzly 
Mountain, about one-half mile north of the 
Long Prairie Creek trestle. 

There were three uestles built on the 
old logging railroad north of Snow, one 
rather high, across Long Prairie Creek, is 
still standing, but very badly deteriorated. 
Another, across a dry draw, a short distance 
southeast of the Long Prairie Creek trestle, 
was burned a number of years ago. A 
third was across a low swampy patch of 
ground approximately one mile north of the 
high trestle, or about half way berween 
Horn's Camp and what later became Old 
Pokegama. 

In addition to the above three, there were 

three other trestles built. One was across 

the opening at Snow, portions of which are 
still in existence, another across Edge 
Creek in California, burned; and a third 
about one-fourm of a mile from me head 
of rhe chute, also burned. 

The ]ottmal of March 17th, further re
ported: "The big sawmill here has been 
shut down, and will probably remain so 
unril about June, when the company will 
have completed the railroad up at the 
camp. Dave Horn, the company's log 
comraccor, has a large force of men cutting 
logs now, and when the railroad is com
pleted co where the force is at work in 
the timber, Mr. Horn will have from eight 
co teo million feet of logs ready for the 
drive." 

That Horn's Camp was but recently es
tablished, is proven by rwo newspaper 
articles, one from the Journal of May 23rd, 

and the other from the Siskiyou News of 
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June 6th, both speaking of the "new lum
ber camp." 

Meanwhile the older logging camp of 
Snow was still in use, being the juncrion 
of at least two br1nch line tracks into the 
timber. It was there that an event of an
other nature is reported by the News of 
July 18th: "The accident which caused the 
death of ]. Richman lase week was followed 
in less chan 24 hours by another fatality, 
which cast a deeper gloom over Pokegama 
and the logging camp. I refer to the de
plorable death of Henry A. Clark, who had 
been employed as brakeman on the Kla
math River Lumber Company's railroad 
for the past three years. The accident 
which caused his death occurred on the 
grade a little above the cook house lase 
Thursday. Engineer Caswell discovered a 
number of hogs on the crack and signaled 
for brakes. Brakeman Clark sprang ro his 
post and was discharging his duties when 
the engine passed over a hog and jumped 
the track. The two logging cars im
mediately following jammed together, 
catching the unforrunare brakeman between 
the logs and life was instantly crushed 
our of him ... " 

The ]ormJal of June 23rd, gives us a 
derailed description of Pokegama, but only 

part will be given here: "Scopping at 
Pokegama, we found quire a large rown, 
of probably 500 inhabitants, and upwards 
of 100 buildings, including stores, saw
mills, box factory, saloons, churches, new 
school house, hotels, livery stables, offices, 
residences, ere. The town extends mostly 
along the Klamath River, about a mile in 
length, with good wooden sidewalks and 
a broad street fronting the railroad track, 
and is well supplied with a good system of 
water works and other improvements. 

"The sawmill plant is housed in a sub
stantially framed two-srory building, about 
170 feet in length, and from 50 to 60 
feet in width. The building is sheathed and 
roofed with corrugated iron. Within the 
building is located machinery for the manu
facrure of rough and surfaced lumber, 
shingles, lath, ere. The Klamath River 
is dammed a shore distance above the mill, 
and che drive-way from the mill rermioaces 
in the pond. The log runs into the mill 
on an endless chain, and is kicked onto 
the carriage by whac is known as a 'nigger.' 
The band saw has a capacity of 50,000 feet 
of l-inch lumber per 10-hour day. The 
saw carriage is moved by a pair of engines, . 
siruared below the floor. 

"The 500-horse-power engine now in 

-Cow:tesv Siskiyou County Historical Society 
SawmilL dam and County wagon road bridge at Klamathon, late 1890's, 
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-Courtesy Siskiyou County Historical Society 
Dam across Klamath River at Klamatbon. Fish ladder in foreground. County wagon 
road bridge and "Knob Hill" in background. 

use being worked w but 25 per eeoc of 
ics capacity. Located near the trimmers 
are the lath and shingle saws. 

"The lumber goes to the stackers from 
the mill on hand trucks holding 1,000 
feet each, some 20 of these trucks being 
used. 

"Norch of the mill is the extensive yard, 
containing nearly 2,000,000 feet of lumber 
piled up. Connected with and below the 
yard is a box factory and fine cut mill, well 
equipped with planers, small band saws, 
shapers and ocher machinery for small 
work. The box factory is now engaged 
in making fruit boxes, and consumes about 
25,000 feet of lumber per day. This 
factory is run by an independent compound 
34 horse power engine. 

"Adequate protection from fire is guar
anteed by an extensive pumping plane lo
cated in the large mill, the pumps throwing 
500 gallons per minute." 

After an up and down year at the saw
mill, due co a lack of Jogs at times, the 
News of December 19th, has this final 

bit to say: "The Lumber Company is 
busy purting new cribs in the river to 
strengthen the boom for Jogs." 

By January 23, 1897, ]ottrnal, the Cooks, 
father and two sons, were reponed as en
deavoring to sell an interest in the Pokeg
ama sawmill plant and timber claims: "The 
present owners claim, the properry cost 
them half a million, and agree to sell a half 
interest to Los Angeles parties for $200,-
000." 

However, on February 24th, the Kla
math River Lumber and Improvement 
Company (The John R. Cook enterprise 
-Ed.), entered into an agreement with 
Hervey Lindley, of Los Angeles, to lease 
co him, it's entire lumber plant. Lindley 
was to enter into immediate possession of 
the properry, "and to operate said plant as 
a lumber business co its fullest capaciry in 
keeping with the best interests of the 
parties thereto," according co the Union 
of March 15th, 1898. 

On April 7th, the K lamath River Lum
ber and Improvement Company leased the 
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property to Lindley. The lease was for 
two years, with the privilege of extension 
to March, 1904. It was this "privilege of 
extension" clause chat was ro cause so much 
trouble in the furore, according co the 
Klamath Repttblican of August 11, 1899. 

The lease further provided that should 
Lindley "fail co perform any of the cove
nants on his part co be done and performed, 
then, in that case, the party of the first 
part may at once re-enrer upon any part 
of che premises, in the name of the whole, 
and may forthwith determine the tenancy 
hereby created, without prejudice to irs 
other remedies." 

On April 28th, the ]otJmal reported that 
logging concracrs "have been lee, Super
visor David Horn securing the principal 
one, who is subJecting." 

Then on May 14th, the ]ottrnal reponed: 
''Logs have begun to arrive ac the Pokegama 
mill, which will soon be running under the 
new management. The trestles that were 
partially burned at the logging camp a 
short rime ago, having evident!)' been tired 
by some malicious person, have been re
paired, and work of getting out the logs 
is progressing. The new men in charge 
of the mill a re enterprising and a large 
amount of work will no doubt be .tc
complished this season." 

As Told to lVIe . 
by Charles Snowgoose 
Aug. 3, 1948 

• • 
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The bridge and dam at McCollum's 
mill was built in 1891. Prior to that time, 
the river had to be forded at the old emi
grant ford above the site of the present 
highway bridge. One of the main purposes 
of the struct11re was to dam the river, ro 
srore water in the above flat, to sufficient 
quanricy, co float logs that had been 
dumped into the river further down. These 
logs were the property of the old Pokegama 
Lumbering Company, and had to be floated 
down stream to their mill at Klamathon. 
! his lasted but a short rime, when there 

was raised a strong complainr from the 
gold miners at Gold Bar. They objected 
ro the sudden flood heads tha t would 
descend upon them without warning. They 
secured an injunction against the company, 
and succeeded in stopping the storing of 
water m the McCollum site. At various 
times after this, fishermen wishing co make 
bener fishing conditions would dose off 
the water for their own purposes and 
later release it, with the same result on the 
gold miners below, as before. These men 
again complained, and the company was 
asked why they were scoring water again. 
The company replied that they were not, 
and knew nothing about it. The real 
cause was learned, and the splash boards 
or gaces of the darn were corn our and 
chat was the end of water storage ac that 
point. 

Klamathon ... 
1111JIIIIIIt11111111111111111UIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIItllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll1111111 

As previously written, the name of the 
Pokegarna pose office was changed co 
Klamathon on June 4, 1897. Thus, the 
name of this rown on the Klamath, was 
changed for the lase rime. 

Newspaperwise, the first mention found 
cf che new name, was that reponed in 

the ] otmlal of July 27, 1897: " ... a musi-
cale will be given ac Klamathon ... " Ic may 
be that the change in management of the 
sawmill plane had something co do with 
the change in rhe town's name. Whatever 
the cause, we do know that in September, 
1897, Lindley transferred all his rights 
in the plant co the "Pokegarna Sugar Pine 
Lumber Company," of which the following 
men were officers and directors: Geo. 
Mason, President; Hervey Lindley, Vice
Presidenc and General Manager; ]. E. 
Coffin, Secretary; and Dean Mason, Treas
urer. 

The 1897 season seems to have been 
a very dry one, with resultant low waters 
in the Klamath River, and is so reported 
in several issues of the Journal: 

September 28th: "The loggers in the 
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-Courtesy Siskiyou County Historical Society 
Store at Klamathon. People unidentified. Hotel and school in right background. 

employ of the Pokegama sawmill company, 
are busily at work getting our saw logs, so 
as to have a large quantity ready for a big 
drive as soon as the storms commence to 
raise the Klamath River sufficiently for 
floating them down tO Klamathon. The 
river at present is lower than usual at this 
season, and will continue low until the 
winter season sees in." 

October 1st: "The big mill at Pokegama 
has nor been running lately, owing to the 
low water in Klamath River, preventing 
the floating of saw logs. Large crews of 
loggers are at work however, getting out 
timber for large drives as soon as winter 
storms raise the river." 

By November 2nd, "Large quantities of 
logs are being taken out at present ar 
the logging camp at Snow, Oregon. It is 
expected to scare up the mill in January, 
and then Klamathon will be a lively camp." 

November 23rd: 'Work at the logging 
camp at Snow, Oregon, has been suspended 
for the present, bur work will soon be re
sumed. The mill at Klamathon will not 
be started up until March. 

"Kiamarhon is very quiet now, as most 

of the men have been up co the logging 
camp at Snow. It will continue to be 
quiet at that town until the mill starts 
up in the spring, when it will be one of 
the liveliest places in the county." 

December 21st: "Most of the lumber 
has been shipped away from the big saw
mill yards ar Klamathon, and as soon as 
the Klamath River raises sufficiently, a 
new supply of logs will be floated down, so 
chat the mill can be started up again. In 
our opinion it was a mistake in not con
structing a railroad for hauling logs to 
the mill from the timber regions, as the 
river is uncertain and difficult for floating 
logs down at best, esf>ea"hlly sugar pine, 
which will not float, unless tied to other 
timber, or bored for aii Chambers in the 
ends. 

December 31st: "Some 1200 logs are 
at the boom, and the river is filled with 
logs all the way up to Shovel Creek, de
tained by the river falling while the late 
cold spell prevailed. During the heavy 
rains of a couple of weeks ago, the stream 
was raised nearly two feet, and a large quan
tity of logs was dumped into the river, 
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expecting the srorm would continue for 
a longer period. Ducing the storms a few 
of the logs passed over the dam, hence 
the starring up of the mill is a neces
sity ... " 

The same issue reporrs on a fire which 
occurred ar Klamarhon on Januar)• 11th, 
saying it "commenced abom 4 a.m. in the 
Meeker & Davis saloon, extending ro the 
drug store, Nichols' barn, Gi llis' saloon, 
barber shop, Mrs. Durgin's confectionery 
score and the ice house on the vacant Joe 
west of Walden's saloon:· 

January 18th: "The Klamath River Lum
ber Co. will start up their mill at Klama
thon about the first of the month. There 
is a large force now at the lumber camp 
at Snow, getting our logs. 

"The Tidings says the standard gauge 
logging railroad of the Pokegama Lumber
ing Company, is now ten miles long and 
reaches co within three miles of the wagon 
road to Klamath Falls. (This extension 
of the logging railroad, probabl)· ended at 
the point that became the logging camp 
of Pokegama. When it reached there is 
unknown, but the Snow post office was 
transferred to Pokegama on November 22, 
1898, so probably the camp was esrablisheJ 
sometime prior to that, by early fall of 
1898, at leasc.--Qreg. Geo. Names, p %:! 
-Ed.). 

". . . the loggers employed by the 
Pokegama mill conuaaor, David Horn, 
have been enabled to haul logs w the 
river on the railroad steadily up to dace, 
although the storms now commencing, ma)' 
drop considerable snow in that section to 
srop wheeling." 

On or about February 12th, (See }ou:
nal of March 15, 1898) the Cook interests 
"ejeaed rhe watchman·· of the Pokegama 
Sugar Pine Lumber Company from the 
mill and cook possession. The trouble 
is best described by the }oumal of febru
ary 25th: "The Cooks have been trying 
to oust Lindley from control of che mill 
at Klamathon, which is run on shares, 
claiming that it is not worked according 
to terms. The lease is for two years with 

a privilege of extension, the extension rime 
being the cause of the main trouble, as the 
Cooks have a chance ro dispose of rhe 
property to Eastern parries of wealth and 
want co sell. Injunction proceeJings have 
been instituted by Lindler, and it is prob
able that logging operations will be scopped 
in the timber, until the outcome of the 
legal proceedings. The Cooks have taken 
possession and boarded it up, backed by 
employes, who contend that the mill has 
nor been run more than twenty days the 
first year of lease, giving the owners no 
profit, in fact a loss. It is also said the 
chute where logs are dumped into the 
river at Shovel Creek is broken, and that 
logs awaiting shipment cannot be dumped 
into the river." (It might be pointed out, 
that ir was the Jack of logs, due co the low 
waters of 1897, that probably caused the 
shut down- Ed. ) 

In the Pokegama Sawmill Case (see the 
cop)' of the decision in the March 15, 1898, 
Journal), the plaintiff, the Pokegarna Sugar 
Pine Lumber Companr, claimed that they, 
the plaintiff, were excluded from the 
plant, " that the defendant, John R. Cook, 
t't als, threaten co continue such exclusion; 
rhat defendants threaten to forcibly take 
possession of said entire lumbering plant; 
rhac said aces are without righr and wrong
ful, and if continued, will result in great 
damage co plaintiff, and states faces tend
ing to show that the same will be irrepar· 
able; that defendancs are insolvent and 
unable co respond in damages, and rhat 
plaintiffs have expended about S60,000 in 
preparing for the successful operation of 
said lumber plane, which will be lost to 
them, unless they arc protected by the 
interposition of the injunction order of 
the Court." 

The defendant, on the other hand, 
claimed that the injunction, if continued 
in force, would result in irreparable dam
age co che defendants. They further 
averred "chat the capacity of the said lum
ber plant is over chineen million feer of 
merchantable lumber for ten months of 
twenty-six working da)'S of ten hours per 
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-A Hessig photo, courtesy Dr. A. A. Soule 
Old Blue somewhere a long the line, possibly near the Oregon-California state line. 
Note the peeled and snipped logs aboard four ' 'Russell log cars." 

day, or if run day and night, of rwenry-six 
million feet; that during the existence of 
said lease, said mill has only been run by 
plaintiff about twenty-three days, and made 
a cur of one million, one hundred thousand 
feet; that such failure has been without rhe 
consent of defendants, and has damaged 
them in rhe sum of $10,000. Defendants 
deny that they are insolvent, and allege 
mar rhe Klamath River Lumber and Im· 
provement Company alone is worth $300,-
000; char me plaintiff is insolvent, and 
that rhe stockholders and directors of the 
Pokegama Sugar Pine Lumber Company 
with the exception of George Mason, are 
wholly irresponsible financially; char if 
said injunction is continued in force, de
fendants will suffer a Joss of $100 per 
day." 

The result was, that Judge ]. S. Beard, 
of rhe Superior Courr of Siskiyou County, 
on March 12th, dissolved the injunction. 

(Joumal, March 15, 1898.) 
On March 25th, the ]or~rnal reported, 

"another injunction has been obrained in 
the U. S. D istricr Court of San Francisco, 
and the U. S Marshal served the papers 
£O thar effect. Some representatives of the 
Pokegama Sugar Pine Lumber Co., entered 
the office and pur W m. E. Cook our, bur 
in the evening :1 number of the mill hands 
bundled the others our again. The injunc
tion was precured in behalf of the Pokeg
ama Sugar Pine Lumber Co., on rhe ground 
of rhe property concerned being in rwo 
scares, California and Oregon, and the in
corporations are also in both scares. The 
injunction has to be tried on its merits, 
the same as in the Superior Court, before 
any change of possession can be effecred." 

An additional facr of interest tO this 
history was brought our in the contempt 
proceedings before Judge Morrow in Sao 
Francisco. Journal, April 12th: "T he Cooks 
claimed the railroad was their properry, 
and that they had a bill of sale for it. 
Attorney Pillsbury, for the plaintiff, con

tended the Cooks oughr to be able to pro-
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duce such a bill of sale. Cooks replied that 
it had been taken or srolen from their 
office, their office being attached ro the 
lumber plant, of which the lessee had a 
key. The lessee d!oied all knowledge of the 
bill of sale, but by evidence produced from 
the Notary who acknowledged it, and a 
memorandum copy in possession of Cook, 
ic was apparent that such bill of sale had 
been executed. 

"Lindley finally took the stand in the 
Circuit on Friday last, and explained the 
transaction. He said it was a question of 
perfecting the ride. On account of the 
danger of attachment at the hands of Cook's 
creditors, and the consequent eying up of 
the railroad, Mr. Cook conveyed the rail
road to him. He therefore conveyed the 
property to W m. E. Cook and John E. 
Cook. He puc the paper away and had not 
seen it for more than a year, when ques
tioned about it the day previous, hence it 
was forgotten by him. He telegraphed 
for the paper and found that it had been 
signed and acknowledged, but not delivered, 
claiming that it was not an executed docu
ment." 

This time "the court directed that the 
restraining order should remain in force 
until the final disposition of the dispute. 

''The evidence showed that the order 
of the Court was disobeyed in an objec
tionable manner. But for certain circum
stances, the judge would not inflict heavy 
penalties, and fined the principals, ]. R. 
Cook, W. E. Cook, Attorney H. B. Gillis, 
George W. Marsh and George Norris $50 
each and costs, which amounted to about 
$300 and the cost of court in bringing ro 
San Francisco, the balance of the 28 ar
rested, amounted to $700.00. Attorney 
Pillsbury said the Cooks were still claiming 
and holding possession of the logging 
railroad by armed force, piling logs on the 
track and chaining the car wheels, which 
Cook's attorney denied. Cook's attorneys 
desired the Court to modify the injunction 
as regards the logging railroad, which is 
claimed as exclusive property by the Jun
ior Cooks, but his Honor pointed out that 

these gentlemen had been principals in the 
whole proceedings berween the warring 
lumber companies and co give them sole 
possession of the railroad would be co 
render useless the mill property.'' (}otKnal, 
.April 22, 1898) . 

No furrher informacion regarding the ac
tivities of the logging camps, the river 
drives or the operation of the mill has 
been found for the remainder of the year. 
However, as Stated by the journal of April 
22nd, "A suit to try the case on irs merits 
will no doubt be the next move, unless the 
parries can come to a settlement without. 
The contest will be in reference to the 
violation of terms of lease, which the Cooks 
claim has been done, hence their determi
nation to have such lease forfeited." 

Two suits seem to have been instituted. 
Lindley's ro regain possession of the mill, 
and Cook's for damages. Whatever the 
outcome, the News of January 11, 1899 
reponed: "The box factory is running right 
along sawing and shipping, bad weather 
causing no stops." 

March 8, News: "The chute, which has 
been progressing very slowly, owing to the 
bad weather, will be completed about the 
first of April. It will be in a much better 
condition than heretofore, as it will be on 
a more gradual grade." (With the camps 
and sawmill closed, this was probably the 
rime chosen co construCt the cue about 
midway of the chuce--Ed. ) . 

Then on July 6, 1899, the Republican 
reported that a disastrous fire had almost 
destroyed Klamathon. The fire starred in 
rhe kitchen of Parshall 's score and residence, 
destroying over one-half the business por
tion of the town. The mill and box faaory 
were not damaged. 

]ournat, July 7th: " ... the following 
are the principal sufferers: Chas. Cole's 
office, $350; W. R. Parshall's store, $3,000; 
Cook's office, $3,000; Mrs. E. B. Bcown's 
house, $600; Chas. Cole's dwelling, $1,000; 
Mrs. Martin's dwelling, $1,500; Srock & 
Smith, score occupied by Walden, $2,000; 
Walden saved most of his goods and lost 
about $600; ]. Lochlin, house pulled down, 
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l ... 
-Thought to be a Hessig photo 

Looking down the log chute. through the big cut to the Klamath River far below. 

loss S 200. There were several other losses 
of goods, clothing, etc., of small amounts." 

Then the Republicafl of August 24, an· 
nounccd that Judge Morrow had finally 
decided the suit of the Pokegama Lbr. Co., 
vs. the Klamath Lumber Co., in favor of the 
former. He decided "that the Pokegama 
Company is entitled to the property under 
the terms of the lease, which is in effect 
until March, 1904."' 

Next, the Rep11blican of September 21st, 
reported that a man, name unknown, fell 
dead "while chopping logs in a camp at 
Snow. The coroner was sent for, there 

being no such officer in Klamath Counry 
at present. Robert Emmit, of Keno, the 
nearest justice of the peace, was notified 

and accordingly went to Snow to inquire 
into the matter. There were numerous 

corroborative witnesses of the death and 

MI. Emmit found it unnecessary to hold 
a formal inquest." 

As Told to Me ... 
by Robert 0 . uBart" Tompkins 
IIUUUUUUIIIIIIUI.UIIIIUIIIIItllllflltlllfUIII11JJII11nlllllllllllltllltlllllttlliiUIIIIII1111111111 

My father was a sawyer at Klamacbon. 
He was sent for from Michigan by Bill 
Cook, the real owner of the sawmilL Mason, 
Lindley and Coffin leased it from him. I 
think they came from San Francisco, at 
least Lindley was a lawyer there. A man 
by the name of La Flesh or La Fleche was 
one of the original owners, who started 
Klamathon and later went broke, after 
which Bill Cook and others from Michigan 
took over the mill. I think Mason, lindley 
and Coffin took over in about '98. 

We came in 1899, when I was fourteen. 
I was supposed to go to school but they 
had no high school in Klamathon, and as 
I didn't want to go away to school, I got 
a job there. Klamathon was the only band 
sawmill 1 evei knew of, where the sawyer 
was behind the saw instead of in front of 
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it or between the deck and the saw. The 
mill muse have cut between 75,000 and 
80,000 feet a day. Father came here from 
the mills along the Muskogan River in 
Michigan. 

They also brought in men from Michi
gan and Wisconsin co make the log drives 
from the old chute at Shovel Creek co 
the mill. 1 can remember Klamachon was 
a wild place when the log drivers hit town. 
The first place they hit for was the saloon. 
There were five saloons in cown. They 
were a hard, rough bunch, fought at 
rhe drop of a hat, not because they were 
mad ar each other, but just co see who was 
best man. There was a fence behind one 
of the saloons enclosing a small space and 
it used to be lined with people watching 
the loggers fight. One of these was "Bull-

dog" McCarey, a lumberjack who it was 
claimed once fought a bulldog in a pit, 
his face was scarred and one ear partly gone. 
One time the owner of one of the saloons, 
Charlie Kepler, refused Bulldog any more 
liquor, which scarred an argumeor, and 
Kepler hit Bulldog over che head with a 
billiard cue but it didn't faze him. He got 
hold of Kepler, in a bear hug and backed 
him to the wall, grabbed him by the nose 
with his teeth, threatening to bite it off. 
However,. he did't bite too hard, but hard 
enough to scare Kepler into letting him 
have the drinks he wanred. 

Another time McCarry and another man 
got imo a rumpus in a saloon and were 
going outside to fight in the sueet, which 
was covered with sawdust to help keep 
down the mud. As the other man slammed 

-Courtesy Vera Clemmens 
Some of the Klamath River log drivers whooping it up at the Truitt Saloon, below 
Shovel Creek and opposite the log chute. "A ToClst to CorporCl! Ryan." Standing 
left to right: Mart Frain. unknown. unknown. Truitt Ed Way, Jim McCarty. Bartender 
unknown, Jim Ryan, stovepipe hat unknown, AI Frain, G. Spannua, white shirt, 
unknown. unknown. Unknown, unkown. unknown. George Cook in front. Rod Frain, 
Henry Hoover, unknown, unknown. 
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through the bar-wing doors of the saloon, 
he hie a woman who was passing and 
knocked her down. He hastened co pick 
her up and apologized as nice as a:1y 
gencleman you ever saw, then rurned and 
began co cuss McCarty. After they had 
fought for a while the ocher man drew a 
knife and made a slash at McCarey, just 
missing his left arm bur cuccing the sleeve, 
then turned and ran. McCarey picked up 
a piece of scantilling and threw it after 
him, almost getting rum regardless of the 
distance. Drawing the knife in a fight, 
meant the end of char fellow, so he kept 
going and never came back again. These 
big sprees would last from three days 
ro a week at the en·d of each drive, which 
occurred abouc every two or three weeks. 
Of course, the bosses wanted co get the 
men back on the job again as soon as 
possible. 

The kids were always our in force, as 
soon as the drive hit town, because the 
drivers were free with their money, giving 
them from 50 cents to $1.00. One kid 
in particular, "Blackjack" Allie Marcin, 
adopted son of old John Dollarhide, who 
ran the boarding house, was always out on 
the srreer to get all the money be could. 

Klarnathon must have had 500 to 700 
people, possibly 750 alcogether. There 
was about twelve houses on the north side 
of the river, while down river was the 
business section of rown. There must 
have been a block and a half or two blocks 
of business places. I remember there were 
five saloons, rwo or three scores besides the 
company store, all of which were general 
stores, a hotel, church, school house, two 
boarding houses and twO rooming houses. 
Drummers and traveling men all said it 
was the livest town between San Francisco 
and Portland. 

The logs were all peeled before they were 
sent down the chute, by cheap labor. I 
remember they claimed ic cost about 3 cents 
a thousand to peel them and they figured 
it saved them money. Made the logs slide 
better and drive beccer in the river, not 
fastening up so easy. It also made the logs 

freer of rocks and dirt when they reached 
the mill. Bill Ferguson was the watchman 
at the bottom of the chute. I remember the 
time I saw rhe chute in action, we had 
gone co Beswick in a hack with a fringe 
covered cop. We went up the north bank 
of the Klamath co somewhere below Bes
wick, where we crossed over to the south 
side. It was in October and the mornings 
were real frosty, and I remember we rimed 
one log in 14 seconds. While we watched 
there must have been about four logs that 
shoe dear across the river without couching 
the water, and landed on the bank where 
they had co be rolled back ioco the water. 
These would be logs that were crooked 
and curved on the end so that when they 
hit the warer at the botttom of the chute, 
thty would shoot into the air. Many logs 
would be stranded along the course of the 
drive and they called it sacking them, when 
they went along the river loosening them 
up and starting them on their way again. 
They muse have traveled reo to twelve miles 
ao hour down stream, because I know a 
horse had ro travel right along to keep up 
with them. 

There was a dam near the mill, because 
I know, once the dump truck in backing 
up co unload its scraps io the river, went 
in icself, pulling in the big blind mare 
and drowning her. Some 200 yards down 
stream from the mill was the site of the 
old Pioneer Box Facrory. The men lived 
on the flat back of the mill and I know 
buildings stretched clear from the railroad 
bridge to the point of the hill, southeast 
of the mill. The sawmill burned in 1902, 
I'm pretty sure. Evecyrhing was burned 
but five houses. Ic must have burned 
everything but about a third of the town. 
This happened in October, and automatic
ally there was no further use for the old 
Jogging chute at Shovel Creek. 

I worked on the old Pokegama railroad 
when they first starred work on it. Gracie 
Kouts' father ran the section ciew on the 
railroad, and lived at Fall Creek. Jim 
Ryan, one of the old rivermen, was pow
der man, when they were blasting at the 
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bridge across the Klamath. He had pur 
the powder in, and then the cap, and was 
ramping it down when ir wenc off. It 
blew three fingers off his hand and he 
never could river drive anymore. 

Father came ro Klamath Falls in March 
or April of 1910, and I came chat fall, 
by the railroad from California, where I 
had been for several years, since the 
burning of Pokegama. In 1911 or 1912, 
another man and 1, were going to lunch 
and saw a column of roads about five 
inches wide coming up Third street from 
rhe south, so we stepped around the cor
ner ar Third and Main, and could see the 
line continuing on past the post office 
which was across from the Willard Hotel. 
How far they extended in either direction 
I do not know, as we didn' t have rime to 

explore. I have seen snakes sticking their 
heads up through cracks in the sidewalk 
on coward the river, everywhere. The 
road line was about eight inches or a foot 
from the wall and was several toads wide, 
and closely following one another. They 
were about one and a half inches long. 

As Told to Me • • • 
by Herman Spannus 
!fllllllllllltllllllllfiiiiii iiiiiiii iiiiiiiiUIItUIIUUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIU/ 

I was born in 1885, on the old Spannus 
ranch, on the north side of the river, near 
rhe foot of Spannus Grade. I can remember 
when they built the grade. They had a 
cook tent under a big oak tree on our place. 
Amos Granlun was rhe cook. I hung 
around there a lor, so when my birthday 
came along he found out about it, and 
grabbed me and gave me a paddling. I 
lit our in a run for home and he tried 
to stop me by saying he would bake a 
birthday cake for me. I cold him, "I 
don't want your old cake." 

I also remember when they brought Old 
Blue in. They used six horses to pull the 
wagon it was loaded on. They absolurely 
did not use oxen. I know, because I was 
there. I remember there were two sharp 

-Courtesy Klamath County Museurr. 
Stinger-tongue wheels near Old Pokeg
ama, before 1900. Photo taken by George 
Hum and given to Hal Ogle by Jennie 
Hum. "So called because the tongue 
would sling any horse who could not keep 
ahead of it on a down grade:' 

turns near the cop of the grade, I chink 
they had some trouble there. 

We furnished beef to the logging camps 
for years. Used to render our tallow and 
sell ir in five gallon cans, to grease the 
chutes. Some of the logs used to smoke 
for the last half going down. 

The freighters to rhe logging camps 
stayed overnight at our place, so the}' 
could gee an early starr, pulling Spannus 
Grade. 

I used ro trap for mink, and sold rhem ro 
Marc Frain for $ 1.00. He always managed 
to find something wrong, so he didn' t have 
to pay more. They were nor stretched 
right or something. 

In the beginning, John Hessig carried 
the mail ro Snow from Beswick for several 
years. Then my older brother, Fred, 
carried the mail on horseback to che old 
logging camp of Pokegama. His horse 
fell with him and he was dragged co 
death. I carried the mail after thar for 
a rime. 

Long Prairie Creek used co be called 
Four Creek. It divided inro four branches, 
where it emptied ioro the Klamath River. 
The Ward ranch was the first place Copco 
bought. 
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My brother, Henry, drove big wheels, 
hauling logs off Grizzly to Horn's Camp. 
At times the horses couldn't bold the 
wheels back, and really tore down the 
hillsides. I remember when three men 
gor drowned one Sunday, above Shovel 
Creek, right where those rwo channels 
come together, below a little island. 

They used to let the log cars run by 
gravity to the chute, when loaded. They 
would use brakes on the cars co stop them. 
One time they found they bad no brakes, 
so the brakeman bad to jump, and one 
carload of logs ran off the end of the 
track and over the rim. 

As Told to Me . . . 
by Bill Hoover 
llllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflltniiiiiiUIIIITIItllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllll 

I worked on the log chute when I was 
fourteen, that was in about 1897. I was 
night flagman, for a time, at the bottom of 
the log chute below Shovel Creek. I used 
a lantern to signal the top of the chute 
when all was clear. They worked day 
and night when they were dumping logs 
into the river. 

If a log got stuck, or fouled up in any 
way, we bad to clear it out of the way 
before they could send another log down. 
We had a big white horse, he must have 
weighed a ton, chat we used to roll them 
out of the way. I was driving him once, 
and being just a green kid who didn't 
know much about driving, I caused him 
to fall upside down in the chute. He was 
on his back and couldn't get up. We had 
to jack him out. 

Before the big log chute was built, they 
cut the firs t logs up around the Kirwin 
and Frain places, on the south side of the 
river. They cut all around the Kirwin 
place. They had a small log chute from 
the lower side of the Kirwin place, down 
a draw to the river, where they slid Jogs 
inco the water. It wasn't very steep, so 
they had tO pull the logs down it in places 
with horses. They also put logs into the 

river from the north side, but further 
down, just above my place. 

I was born at Keno, and I am now 
eighty-three. 

-A Hessig photo, courtesy 
Dr. A. A. Soule 

Flag s tation near the foot of the log chute . 
Used to signal if all was clear to send 
another log down. Kessler. unknown. 
John Hessig, mail carrier from Shovel 
Cre ek to Snow, Mart Frain and unknown 
boy. 

Oregon Midland 
Railroad ... 
llllll lllllllll lllllllllllllllltllllttllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllllltllllllfi111HIItfiiiiiiii11111HIIIIIII 

Late in 1899, on N ovember 4th, as re
ported by the Republican of N ovember 9th1 

the Oregon Midland Railroad was organ
ized and incorporated, to construct a rail
way from some point near Klamatbon, 
northeasterly sixcy-five or more miles to 
Klamath Falls. 

The incorporators were George T . Bald-
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win and R. S. Moore, prominent business
men of Klamath Fails; David Horn, of 
Siskiyou County; L. W. Van Horn, W. J. 
Woods and J. A. McCall, of Jackson 
County. 

"Messrs. Van Horn and Woods are prac
tical and experienced railioad men. Mr. 
Van Horn has been engaged in the pro
motion of the enterprise for several months, 
and ro him belongs the credit of instigating 
ir. Mr. McCall will be connected with 
the enterprise as a civil engineer. 

"Pracrical work on the railroad will be
gin almost immediately, and in less than 
a week a corps of 12 or 15 engineers will 
be in the field running the survey ... 

"The amount of capital stock is fixed 
at $1,000,000, to be divided into 10,000 
shares of a par value of $100 per share, 
which are non-assessable." 

On December 7th, the Republican re
ported the survey had actually commenced 
on December 4th, under Eugeue &hiller, 
an experienced railroad surveyor. This sur
vey began near Section 4, T. 39 S., R. 6 E., 
some four miles northeast of Buck Moun
rain, on the divide between the drainage 
of Spencer Creek and Johnson Prairie 
Creek, the latter a tributary of Jenny 
Creek. 

Almost at once opposition arose to the 
new railway as reported by the Republican 
of December 21st: "We are informed that 
a couple of big lumber companies in the 
northern part of the state are giving stren
uous opposition to the project of the Ore
gon Midland Railroad Co. The reason is 
evidem. They fully realize char the con
struction of the road into this county will 
open to market an inexhaustible supply of 
the best pine timber in the world-a pro
duet with which they cannot successfully 
compete. Then, wouldn't their selfish in
terests naturally dicrate opposition?" 

According to the Republican of August 
23, 1900, a contract was made on August 

17th, with the Midland Consrruction Co., 

represented by Thompson and Lyman of 
Chicago, ". . . to build said road, which 
will follow the line as surveyed from 
Klamathon ro the mouth of Jenny Creek. 
From there, the conscruction company will, 
ar their option, follow the previously sur
veyed route ro near rhe mouth of Spencer 
Creek, or they may follow up the river co 
Spencer Creek, ro which point the contract 
was definitely let. The work is to com
mence on or before October l, 1900. 

"Afcerwards the Midland Conscrucrion 
Co. let the comracr to build 66 of the coral 
84 miles of the proposed road, (from 
Klamathon co Spencer Creek-Ed.) to the 
Portland firm of Smith & Hale." 

The proposed rome was to start at 
Klamathon, follow up the Klamath River 
for approximately 17 miles, then follow 
up Jenny Creek, crossing Keene Creek en 
route, and thence up Johnson Creek and 
rluough the divide northeast of Buck 
Mountain and follow down Spencer Creek 
ro its juncrion with the Klamath River. 
From Spencer Creek the railroad would 
folJow up the Klamath to Keno, and then 
on into Klamath Falls. It was estimated 
by the engineers, that the cost would be 
"somewhat under $2,150,000." 

Next on April 4, 1901, the Republican 
reported: "A meeting was held in Ash
land on Monday of last week by the di 
rectors (present were David Horn, R. S. 
Moore, H. L. McWilliams, Jessie McCall 
and W. ]. Woods-Ed. ) of the Oregon 

Midland Railroad. The Record of that 
place states that there was 'no important 

significance to the meeting' except rhat 

they will keep up their organization. This 

company went to great trouble and ex

pense in getting right-of-way and surveying 
a railroad from a point near Klamathon 

to Klamath Falls, about 85 miles. They 
did so upon the representation of repre

sentatives of the Midland Construction Co. 

of Chicago, who agreed to finance the 

enterprise. The bonds were sold to the 
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Chicago organizarion and they ler rhe 
conrract for construction of 65 miles from 
Klamathon to Spencer Creek to Hale & 
Smirh of Portland. The latter firm re
fused to commence work without me pay
ment of money down and a guarantee of 
the balance from the Chicago firm. for 
some reason the Chicago firm was unable 
co get rhere wirh rhe money and the work 
of building was never begun. L. W. Van 
Horn, vice president and general manager 
of the Oregon Midland Railway, wenr co 
Chicago lase fall and is still there trying to 
resurrect the enrerprise'." 

One wonders, who gobbled whom, and 
why? 

As Told to Me 
by Lester ttSharkey" 

Hutchinson 

• • • 
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When Copco was bui lding rheir dams 
and plants along the Klamath above Fall 
Creek in the early rwenties, they shipped 
in their supplies over the old Klamath 
Lake Railroad. By that time, the old 
wooden trestle over Fall Creek was quire 
rickety and rotten. So, the engineer on 
the construction train, when arriving at 
the trestle, would stop rhe engine and send 
rhe fireman across on foot, ahead of the 
train. He would then starr the engine and 
jump off, letting the train go across un
manned. The fireman would board rhc 
engine when it had crossed and stop the 
train. The engineer would then come 
across and the train would continue. 

As Told to Me • • • 
by Joe Hessig 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIUUIIIUJUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIfllllllllllllffiiiiiiiUIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIt 

One time an old Indian and his family 
drove up in his wagon, and stopped quite 
close to the old log chute, intending to 
camp there. The men informed him that 

quite often logs jumped the chute, and he 
might gee hit there, so he moved farrher 
away, near a small bluff dose by, and the 
next log that came down, jumped the 
chute and bit his wagon, completely wrC(:k
ing it. 

At the foot of the log chute, mere was 
situated a flag station, also a small cabin, 
in which the flagman lived. When the 
flag was up, no logs came down, bur when 
the flag was down, chat meant that all was 
dear. 

Pokegama 
Activities . . . 
lllllllllltllllllllllllllfiiiiiiiiiUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUUIIIII!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIt 

An idea of the size of the logging camp 
ar Pokegama can be gained from the follow
ing item, December 5, 1901, Republican, 
which stared: "H. P. Galarneau rerurned 
last week from Pokegama, where he had 
been co pur the finishing couches on the 
new school houS"e at that place. The school 
house is 30 feet long by 18 feet wide and 
aside from the Klamath Falls school house, 
is said to be equal ro any in the county, 
being well built, modern style, patent desks, 
ere. The school moved in on Wednesday. 
Mrs. Dick is the reacher and has in the 
neighborhood of thirty scholars. Pokegama 
now has a population of about 200, and is 
liable to grow much larger. That town 
has rwo lodges, the Modern Woodmen and 
Order of Washington, each with between 
forty and fifty members." 

On February 13, 1902 RepublicatJ, it 

was reported "Jack Douglas, aged 45 years 
and unmarried was accidentally killed by 

being crushed by a log while working 
at the camp at Pokegama last Friday. Mr. 

Douglas has been employed at the camp 
several years and had some acquaintances 

at this place." 

1he February 27th Republican, reported 
"The late rain storm proved highly bene-
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-A Hessig photo, courtesy Dr. A. A. Soule 
Clearing logs out of the chute with the big white horae once driven by Bill Hoover. 
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Old Pokegama as it looks today. 
today's logging. April 21. 1966. 

-Helen HeUrich photo 
Note the height of the stumps compared to 

ficial to the Pokegama Sugar Pine Lumber 
Company at Klamathon, by raising the 
Klamath River for floating down logs. 
Over 2,000,000 feet have been sailing 
down, which gives the mill a full supply 
with more on the way." 

The same issue further reported "that 
the case of the Klamath River Lumber and 
Improvement Company vs. the Pokegama 
Sugar Pine Lumber Company, both of 
Klamathon, California, a decision has been 
rendered to the effect that the plaintiff is 
entitled to a judgement of $25,054.80 
with legal interest from March 28, 1898, 
as nee profits on 19,500,000 feet and S 15,-
127.25, as net profits in excess of the 
said 19,500,000 feet, and also costs of 
suit."' Following which, it was reported 

on April 17th, Republican, that due to this 
adverse decision, Mason, Lindley & Co. 
would "give possession and relinquish" to 
Cook & Sons, their lease on April 20th. 

May 22nd, Republican, announced that 
"500 fe·et of the log chute at Shovel Creek, 
was destroyed by fire ).ast Saturday.'' No 
evidence has been found to date that it 
was rebuilt, and in the light of events that 
cranspired in the near future, it appears 
that no part of it ever was repaired. How
ever, it may have been. 

With the railroad approaching Pokeg
ama, activities muse have continued at 
that place, witness an article of July 3rd, 
Repttblicat:, which stated: 'W. F. Maltby 
who is employed with the telephone com
pany building this way from Ashland, 
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writes co his father here that the line will 
reach Pokegama chis week. From there co 
Klamath Falls, quicker progress will be 
made." 

One week Iacer another accidenr was 
reporced, July lOth, Rep1Jblica11; "John 
Moore, aged 36 years, son of Isaac Moore 
of Ashland, was accidentally killed on the 
logging railroad of Pokegama on Tuesday 
night of last week. Moore was acting as 
brakell'..an and at the time was riding on 
che fronc of che engine, jumping off and 
on co turn the switch bars. In an accempt 
co jump his fee t slipped and he fell in 
fronr of the engine, which broke his neck 
and otherwise injured him. The remains 
were taken to Ashland for incermenc." 

On August 21st, Republica1~, an evenc 
was reponed, chat ended logging ac Pokeg-

ama, so far as ic concerned che big mill at 
Klamathon, as both preceeding and follow
ing eventS will prove. "The logging crews 
at Mason, Lindley's Pokegama camp have 
quir and have been puc to work on the 
railroad. There will be no more logging 
unti l the railroad is ready co bandle logs. 

One week Iacer, the Republican wroce of 
an article in a recent issue of the Oregotl 
Timberman, of Foreland, "Hervey Lindley, 
manager of the Pokegama Sugar Pine Lum
ber Company, stares that his company in 
190 I , cue 2, lOO,OOO feet of fir, 11,000,-
000 feet of white pine and 8,000,000 feet 
of sugar pine, a coral of 21,000,000 feet, 
on which he placed a valuation of $378,-
000. The number of men employed by 
the company was 3 75." 

On Oetober 2nd, Republican, ic was re-

-Helen Helfrich photo 
Only remains of a building at Old Pokegama today. Left to right: DeVere Helfrich, Dick 
Teater, Dorothy Teater scouting out old historic s pots. April 16. 1966. 
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printed from the Oregonian that "D. C. 
Pelton of Cheboygan, Michigan and now 
president of Pelton, Armstrong and Com
pany of this city has purchased three fourths 
interest in the lumber and timber properties 
of John R. Cook of Siskiyou Councy, Cali
fornia. These consist of a large sawmill, 
box factory and planing mill at Klamathon, 
California, and Jackson and Klamath 
Counties, Oregon, and a logging railway. 
The amoum of timber purchased is esti
mated at about 800,000,000 feet, and is 
all tributary to the Klamath River, one of 
rhe best logging srreams on rhe Pacific 
Coast. 

"Mr. Pelton says he purchased the interest 
on the basis of $500,000. A new company 
will be formed at once, and T. V. Ward, 
will become manager of the manufacturing 
interests of the company. These are situated 
at Klamathon, and have been operated 
under lease by other parties for some time, 
bur will now be controlled directly by the 
owners. 

"Mr. Pelton has been engaged in the 
lumber business for many years and comes 
from Michigan where he still retains an 
interest as a member of the firm of Pelton, 
Reed & Company. Timber lands in the 
neighborhood of Cathlamet and Rainier 
have occupied his attention for some years 
past. He was an employee of Mr. Cook 
in Michigan years ago." 

Events were happening fast now, as 
witness an article of October 9th, Republi
can, which stared: "An Ashland paper re
ports that someone, as yet unknown, emered 
the Box Factory of the Earl Fruit Company, 
at Klamathon Friday night and cut all the 
belting on the company's machinery, doing 
$600 worth of damage, and necessitating 
the suspension of operations at the plane 
until repairs can be made. Officers are 
trying to detect the guilty miscreant." 

And lastly, the big event that had been 
building up for some cime, the big fire at 
Klamathon on the night of October 13-14, 
1902. 

Journal, October 17th: "Shortly after 
midnight lasr Monday, a fire broke our at 

Klamathon in the carpenter shop, a con
siderable distance back of the box factory, 
which indicated incendiarism, and soon en
veloped rhe box factory in flames, extend
ing rapidly co the big lumber m11ls, lumber 
piles, and drying houses, etc., of Mason, 
Lindley & Coffin. 

"The company's saw mill, lumber yard 
and cwo box factories were located just 
east of the railroad track. West of the 
track and extending about parallel with it, 
was a long row of business buildings, some 
cwenry-five or thirty in number. In this 
row was the post office and company store 
A few minutes past 12 o'clock the sawmill 
whistle blew the alarm of fire. The blaze 
starred down stairs in the southernmost 
box factory south of the lumber yard. A 
strong wind was blowing from the south
west and before anythlng could be accomp
lished in the line of fire fighting the box 
factory and its neighboring building, an
other box factory, were a mass of flames. 

The ground all around the buildings, 
and even over the principal part of town 
was covered with sawdust. The flames, 
fanned by the wind, sped through this, 
licking up 8,000,000 feet of lumber stored 
in the yards, then jumped the track, raking 
the railroad buildings and gaining such 
headway in the row of business buildings 
that a well organized fire department could 
not have checked its devastating progress. 
The flames spread until there were no more 
buildings to be burned, and then died out 
in the thinning sawdust east of town_ 

"At 4 o'clock the sawmill belonging to 
the company, located some distance north 
of the burned lumber yards, caught fire 
and it, too, was completely destroyed_ 

"Telegraph poles 200 yards away from 
the fire, across che Klamath River, were 
burned and wires put out of action. The 
bridges across the river were not burned. 

"The ties of the railroad crack were 
burned and rails warped. The northbound 
passenger train was stalled just south of 
Klamarhon, and the southbound Oilifornia 
Express, was held up at Hornbrook for 
over 10 hours. 
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"The approximated loss is given at $500,-
000. There is some insurance, particularly 
on the company's property. On account of 
the vast quantity of sawdust around and 
the great risk incurred, the insurance com
panies had but recently withdrawn many 
policies on the old wood buildings of the 
town. 

"The blaze would form in funnel shape 
and shoot up in the air several hundred feet, 
throwing up burning boards that floated 
around like the sprays from rockets. The 
corrugated iron roof of the company's store 
was also lifted and sent skyward, making 
a loud rumbling noise like thunder. A 
concrete building owned by Jake Strobeck, 
considered fire proof, by rest in a former 
fire, stood for some time, but finally suc
cumbed to the devouring element. 

"A handsome sleeper of the St. Louis and 
Iron Mountain R. R., containing parties in
tending co purchase the mill plant from 
Cook and Sons, had a dose call, and was 
blistered to some extent, when a switch en
gine from Hornbrook came co the rescue. 
Some five or six freight cars were drawn 
ro the end of the yards, supposed to be 
safe, but the fire spread so rapidly that they 
were caught in the blaze and destroyed. 

"The principal loser is the firm of Ma
son, Lindley & Coffin, sawmill, sash and 
door factory, general score, cwo box factories 
and 8,000,000 feet of lumber. Other losses 
are: T. E. Murphy, saloon; Con DeWitt, 
saloon; S. Walden, saloon; Camper & 
Davis, saloon; Wm. Ennis, saloon; Gus 
Walden, store; Wilson's hall; Parcell's 
bucchershop; post office; Gregory's drug 
store; T. E. Murphy's residence; Townsley's 
hotel; Wallen's bakery; Gisbrecht's hotel; 
Parcell's store; Judge Nichols' hotel and 
lodging house; the company's big barn; 
railroad depot,1 sheds and cars." 

A number of years later, the remaining 
residences and buildings were burned by a 
grass fire, starred in or near a small out
building, supposedly by a boy who was 
stealing a smoke. 

However, the big fire was not the end. 
Misfortune continued to dog the interests 

at Klamathon, and on February 5, 1903, 
the Republican, wrote: "The recem storm 
cut loose 3,000,000 feet of logs from the 
boom in Klamath River at Klamathon and 
sent them down that scream. When the wa
ter was at its height it washed our the ceocer 
of the big dam, spanning the river on the 
old burned down sawmill site, but the 
logs were held together in the dam by 
the boom. When the water went down 
it put such a weight on the boom logs that 
they broke and every log went down the 
river. Men are at work catching them 
all the way down the river. One man ten 
miles below the mill has 300,000 feet of 
logs on his bar. Mason, Lindley & Com
pany had refused $20,000 for che Jogs. 
They bad been driven down the river just 
before the big fire destroyed the mill." 

Finally, as an aftermath to the foregoing 
catasuophies, we read, Repubtican, March 
19th, that "Mason, Lindley & Company 
have been sending logs from their dam 
at Klamathon on Klamath River, to the 
Durney mill at lgeroa by rail !or cuctio,.; 
into lumber. These logs were accumulated 
prior to the burning down of the big mill, 
box and house furnishing factories last 
fall. A large number of logs were carried 
down the river by the breaking of a portion 
of the dam, bur many of them have been 
recovered to be forwarded to the saw
mill." 

Next, on October 27th, the Republican 
reprinted the following from the Tidings: 
"John R. Cook, of the well known lumber
ing and sawmill firm of ]. R. Cook & Sons, 
died at his home in Klamathon, Siskiyou 
Councy, Thursday night, aged 78 years. 
Deceased had been prominently identified 
with lumber business of Northern Cali
fornia for fifteen years or more, and the 
big sawmill which he established at Kla
mathon was the scarring point of that town. 
He was a native of Lyacoming County, 
Penn., where he married and afterwards 
emigrared co Michigan. There he formed 
a partnership with A. Pardee in the lumber 
business, and after operating a number of 

years in that stare, the firm came to Kla-
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mathon, where it acquired large tracts of 
timber and established a mill. Mr. Pardee 
died soon after coming west and Mr. Cook's 
two sons were associated with him in the 
business. Later they leased the business co 
Hervey Lindley & Co., and this lease was 
followed in a few years by a law-suit in 
the Siskiyou Counry Courts, involving a 
large sum. Cook & Sons were given a 
judgment against Lindley & Co., in this 
litigation. Mr. Cook suffered financially in 
the fire that wiped our Klamarbon rwo or 
rhree years ago, bur was partially compen· 
sated by the insurance carried." 

On November 24, 1904, RepublicmJ, 
it was further reported from the Tidings 
that "William Red, of the Portland firm 
of Pelton, Reed and Ward, which succeeded 
ro a rwo-rhirds interest co the timber hold· 
ings of John Cook & Sons in the Jenny 
Creek and Pokegama country, ease of Ash
land, has been in chis section the past week, 
and ir is reported that he bas purchased 
several of the most valuable pine claims that 
were still outside the large holdings of 
rhat famous sugar pine belt, including rhe 
valuable claim of D. H. Yeager for which 
ir is reponed Mr. Reed pays $4250. The 
papers in chis deal were exchanged in 
Ashland, Friday. Several ocher valuable 
claims were also purchased, including those 
held by Squire Parker, Jacob Isler,]. Nelson 
and Andy Anderson, ranging in price from 
$1,600 co $3,200. 

lr is thought by some who are well 
posted char Pelton, Reed & Ward are pre· 
paring co join with Mason of rhe old firm 
of Mason, Lindley and Co., who have large 
interests in thar country in the erection of 
a big new sawmill and the resumption of 
lumbering extensively. Mason is also a 
large owner of the Klamath Lake Rail· 
road in its 32 miles of property now under 
lease ro Hervey Lindley and there may be 
changes in this, afrer the first of the year." 

Finally on December 8rb, Republican, 
it was reported: "Hervey Lindley of rhe 
Klamath Lake Railroad, was a visitor in 
Klamath Falls the firs t of the week ac· 
companied by Secretary McCormack and 

Pacific Coast Manager Long of the Weyer· 
haueser Lumber Company, one of the 
largest in the world, with headquarters in 
Wisconsin. 

"The purpose of the visit was not made 
public bur prominent persons on the in
side claim chat the visir was very signifi· 
cant to Klamarh Falls and Klamath County. 

"The parry before arriving in this city 
spent several days in the cimber belt lying 
between Pokegama and Klamath Falls. lr 
is claimed that this party was prompted 
in visiting Klamath Counry by the recent 
interest taken in this section by rhe Weed 
Railroad representatives." 

It was, however, nearly a year before 
anything definite was announced, when rhe 
Republicm~ of November 16, 1905 re
ported: "The Weyerhaueser syndicate have 
completed the purchase of the Pelwn-Reed 
Co's., interest in the John R. Cook & Son's 
holdings, consisting of 16,000 acres of 
timber land in Jenny Creek district, 15 
miles of logging railroad, mill sire and 
townsite at Klamathon and exclusive fran· 
chise for logging Klamath River ar $1 per 
1000 from Topsy ro Klamathoo. W. E. 
Cook retains an eighth interest but John 
Cook Jr., sold to the new purchasers. The 
consideration was $400,000 and the money 
has been paid our. 

"The W eyerhauesers have an option on 
Hervey Lindley's holdings, 20,000 acres 
of railroad conrraa lands and the Klamath 
Lake Railroad." 

One month Iacer, the Republican of De· 
cember 14th, announced: "Word was re· 
ceived here Tuesday that rhe Klamath Lake 
Railroad Company and the Pokegaroa Sugar 
Pine Lumber Company had sold out and 
that the new owners had taken possession 
that day ( December 12- Ed.). It is re· 
ported that the W eyerhaueser Syndicate 
was che purchaser. 

"The Lumber Company owns 2780 acres 
of fine timber land io Township 40, 
Range 5, and also had under contract 
nearly 20,000 acres of the Oregon & 

California Railroad lands, some of which 
1s also located in the same township. It 
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is known that the W eyerhaueser people 
had an option on this body of timber and 
also on the twenty miles of railroad owned 
by Hervey Lindley, but it was supposed 
char their option had expired on the fourth 
of December." 

Klamath 
Railroad 

Lake 
. . . 
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In mid-February of 1901, it was learned, 
Repttblican, February 28th, that a delega
tion from che Pokegama Sugar Pine Lum
ber Company had mer with President Hays 
of the Southern Pacific, in San Francisco, 
in regard to building a railroad from Kla
mathon ro the Klamath Lakes. 

"With completion of the railroad imo 
these timber lands the Pokegama Sugar 
Pine Lumber Company will be greatly bene
fitted. At present its only means of trans
porting logs ro its mills is by rolling them 
inro the Klamath River and crusting ro 
luck that they will drift down with the 
current. This plan is nor a success. Fre· 
quently the logs accumulate and cause a 
jam. Logs also drift to the sides of che 
bank and eventually land high and dry. 
With the new railroad, the logs will be 
easily loaded on flatcars and hauled to the 
mills." 

By March 2 1st, Republican, "railroad 
magnets, bridge builders, surveyors and 
officials of high and low degree" had 
arrived at Klamathon. Included among 
the arrivals, were a number of prominent 
Southern Pacific officials. 

A letter was received, Republican, May 
30th, from Marc Frain, staring chat a parry 
of surveyors was camped near Beswick, 
California. Another parry was working 
up the Klamath, between Jenny Creek and 
Fall Creek, following in part, the survey 
made the year before by the Oregon Mid
land Company. 

It was reported, Republican, June 13ch, 
"that chey are near Hart's ranch in the 
mountains (one-hal.£ mile north of che 

presem day Ashland-Klamath Falls High
way crossing on Jenny Creek-Ed.). By 
June 18th, Rept1blican, ir was announced, 
"the survey has reached Pokegama (old 
Pokegama, near Long Prairie Creek- Ed. ) 
and grade stakes are now being set as fast as 
possible." Sometime before August 8th, 
RePttblican, the surveying crew was di
vided into a viewing and grade laying crew," 
the latter having reached a point near the 
logging camp. (It will be noted, these 
first surveys of che Klamath Lake Rail
road, followed up Jenny Creek canyon, 
to reach the high plateau country, as had 
rhe original Oregon Midland Railroad sur
vey of 1899-1900-Ed.). 

On August 22nd, Reprtblican, it was 
announced that ). L. Yadon had made a 
flying trip co Hare's and reporced "that 
cies were being sawn for the proposed 
railroad." 

During late August and early Septem
ber, Republican of August 15 th and Sep
tember 12th, A. L. Foster, one of the 
managers of the Pokegama Sugar Pine 
Lumber Company and George Chase of 
Spencer Creek, visited Klamath Falls and 
vicinity, to arrange for the purchase of 
hay, oars, potatoes and other supplies, for 
railroad construction camps soon to be 
established on the proposed railroad, the 
first of which was co be on che "Virginia 
Ranch" or old Laird place. 

On October 24th, .Republican, it was 
announced that the "sawmill at Klamathon 
has 200,000 ries already sawed out at 
their mill and che present drive of 85,000 
fir logs that was started down the river 
a week ago lase Monday is to be cur into 
ties also. Civil Engineer McLeod who 
made the preliminary survey of the railroad 
from the Souchern Pacific line beyond 
Klamathon along the sourb side of Kla
math River to a point opposite ro Fall 
Creek where it crosses the river and goes 
into their timber belt, arrived ac Klamachon 
Friday co sec the grade stakes. The Mason, 
Lindley & Co., people will in che spring 
a lso erecr a big double mill about half a 
mile from che site of their present single 
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-Maude Baldwin Photo 
Thrall. formerly Laird's, where the Klamath Lake Railroad branched Jrom the 
Southem Pacific line. 

sawmill at Klamathon." 
The Republican of November 7th, re· 

printed an article from the Record in which 
it was stared that construction on the new 
railroad would commence on November 
14th, (it actually commenced on the 13th 
-Ed.) from a point on the Southern Pa
cific, cwo miles south of Klamathon, under 
the companies own management. 

"It will be a standard gauge road with 
60 pound rails. The cost of construction 
will be S20,000 per mile. There will !,e 
only one bridge which will span the Kla
math River about rwo miles from Jenny 
Creek. The grade will be 6.5 as we under
stand it. The end of the present construc
tion is in the hean of the company's 70,000 
acres of timber land holdings and will also 
bring the road over the high grades into the 
Klamath Basin and will allow them to 
make Pokegama the freight shipping point 
for Klamath County and a wide range of 
eastern Oregon. As a starter and for the 
principal motive the road is built to haul 
logs from their timber district to the 

connection with the Southern Pacific line 
and 100 logging cars have been arranged 
for as well as other rolling stock. 

''The Sugar Pine Lumber Company's 
lease on the sawmill, river franchise, etc., 
at KJamathon expires in cwo years and 
before that time the old property will likely 
have lost considerable of its value. The 
Sugar Pine Company, have secured 1500 
acres of land rwo miles south of Klamathon 
and will erect thereon an immense cwo sec 
sawmill and will manufacrure lumber of 
all kinds, sash, doors, boxing, etc., making 
one of the most up-co-dace outfits on the 
coast. They will lay out a town site and 
establish a small city ac that place." 

The acrual transaction, of the purchase of 
this land, was first reported by the ]ottmal, 
and reprinted in the Republican of No
vember 14th: "The old Virginia Ranch, 
near Klamachon, owned by Ex-Supervisor 
W. T. Laird, bas been sold to the Pokegama 
Sugar Pine Lumber Co., now having a lease 
on the Klamath River Lumber Mill pro
perry ar Klamathon. The ranch comprises 
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700 acres, and was sold for $7,000. This 
will probably be the site of a rival town 
to Klamathon and Hornbrook for business, 
and is likely to be the junction for a rail
road up rhe Klamath River ro the timber 
land of the Pokegama Sugar Pine Lumber 
Co., at Pokegama, Oregon, at the state 
boundary line. New mills of larger. ca
pacity are co be put up on this react, to be 
ready for operation by rhe time their lease 
expires on the Klamathon property, at 
least such is the reporr current. Ir is also 
stated that work on the railroad will be 
commenced in a very few days, as much 
of the grading can be performed during 
the winter season to good advantage." 

Two weeks later, the Republican of No
vember 21st, reported that about one hun
dred men were employed at the beginning 
of construction on the railroad. 

Additional plans for the new railroad, as 

reported in the Journal, and reprinted in 
the December 5th, Republican, in pare were 
as follows: '"It is repon ed that the pro
jeered lumber railroad to be built to Po
kegama at the Oregon line, will run 
from Laird's where the Southern Pacific 
Company has built a spur traer co a point 
on the Klamath River midway between 
Jenny Creek and Fall Creek. It wiLl then 
cross the river on a bridge 100 feet long 
and wind up the hillside on a grade of 3.6 
feet per hundred feet long, a lirue less than 
the heaviest on the Siskiyou mountain di
vision of the Southern Pacific. The road 
will chen run east around the south side 
of Grizzly and follow up Long Prairie 
Creek co Pokegama." 

The January 30, 1902, Rept~blican, re
ported: "About a mile of track has been 
graded on the Pokegama Sugar Pine Lum
ber Company's railroad up the Klamath 

-Maude Baldwin Photo 
Hell Gat&, later known a..s Iron Gate. location of the Copco regulating dam. On 
the line of the old Klamath Lake Railroad. 
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Steel bridge across the Klamath River. 
box-car of the Klamath Lake Railroad. 

River from Laird's. There are abour 40 
white men employed and 80 Chinamen. 
Wa Chung, the labor contractor of Ashland, 
furnishes the Chinese and is slow in secur
ing the mea who do nor like the job in 
winter months. He will soon increase 
his force however." 

By February 27th, Republican, about 
sixry men were engaged in grading from 
Laird's place. "The late storms have inter· 
£erred with their labors, making it djfficulc 
co get around over the mud, which is also 
hard to handle when wet. As soon as dry, 
seeded weather comes, a much larger force 
is co be put on, in order to build as quickly 
as possible to the timber fields around 
Pokegama." 

Additional reporrs on the progress of 
conscruccion, was brought in by individuals, 
and printed in the Republican from time 
to time. One, on April lOth, by "R. W. 

Marple, who returned from Ager the latter 

-Maude Baldwin Photo 
Either a work car or the old passenger 

are now employed on the rai lroad being 
built up Klarnarh River from Laird's and 
that the force will be increased and work 
rushed as soon as the weather settles. He 
says there are 15,000 ties and five cars of 
iron at Laird's and that five more cars of 
the latrer were soon expected to arrive. 
Work is now in progress on a 120-foot 
bridge, to span Klamath River fourteen 
miles from Klamathoo." 

Another, on the same date, by Will 
Humphrey, who "arrived home the first 
of the week from Klarnathoo, near which 
place he had been employed on the new 
railroad in progress of construction up 
the Klamath River. He reporrs that some 
changes in the affairs of the Pokegama 
Lumber Co. promise co take effecc about 
the middle of this month and then work 
on the railroad will be pushed with a large
ly increased force. He says 200 Japanese 
are booked to be added to the force on the 

part of lase week, informs us that 130 men 14 th inst. From what be could learn, he 
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concludes that the Southern Pacific is 
behind the railroad building .... " 

On April 17th, the Rep11blican reprinted 
an article from the Record which, in part, 
stared that Mason, Lindley & Co. "have 
had a force averaging 100 men at work 
for rwo months grading the road and 
some 300 more men will be puc on soon. 
During the past week there was to arrive 
sufficient rails ro Jay 18 miles of crack. 

"Mr. Swain, a bridge contractor of lnyo 
county, Cal., and who consrruaed the re
cent county bridge over the Klamath River 
at Ash Creek below Hornbrook, has the 
contraa to build the railroad bridge across 
Klamath River near Fall Crrek, and is at 
work on the same, the iron for e<>nscruetion 
bcing on hand." 

By April 24th, Repttblican, berween 300 
and 400 men were employed and che 
force was being increased dail)•. The road 
was graded and ready for the track layers 
as far as Big Bogus Creek, and construction 
on the iron bridge across the Klamath 
River had starred. Preliminary surveys 
had been extended as far as Pelican Bay. 
In describing furure plans of the lumber 
company, it was said: 'The present capacity 
of their mills at KJamathon is 25,000 feet, 
bur the)• have starred to build a new saw
mill plant ac Laird's, which is co have a 
capacity of 50,000 feet a day. Mr. Lindley 
says there will be mills at Klamathon and 
Laird's within 18 months, in operation, 
which will have a capacity of 175,000 feet, 
as there are other companies which have 
arranged co erect sawmills there. Three 
companies are now in negotiation with 
the Klamath Lake Railroad Company for 
the hauling of their logs. 

''There is likely to be quire a town at 
Laird's within a few months. Cottages 
are going up thete now. The railroad 
company will erect a roundhouse and ma
chine shops and work is to be commenced 
on these, next week. A few scores will 
go up soon." 

The above is a sample of the rumors, 
tail tales and plans that were being passed 
along and primed. Pages could be devoted 

to these visionary plans, but space does nor 
permit their printing, nor would the read
ers' inreresr allow ic. 

On July 3rd, Repubiica11, it was re
ported char an ad in the journal was calling 
for 500 men co work on the grade of the 
new railroad. At the same time ir was 
announced char the bridge across the Kla
math had been completed and rails laid 
that far. 

By July lOth, Repr1blican, the first hint 
was printed, that in the future, all might 
nor end so fabulously for the Pogekama 
project as prophesied. In face it might be 
called the first note of the death knell of 
Pokega~pa. ~The timber-cruisers and would 
be purchasers continue to arrive in crowds, 
and government timber is in active demand. 
The approaching railroads from several di
rections, thereby giving assurance char this 
country will soon have a first class market 
for lumber, is probably the principal cause 
of che excitement and rush. The building 
of several large sawmills are being talked 
of, and it would not be surprising if they 
were co materialize this season at Klamath 
Falls, and Keno and perhaps also at 
Spencer Creek." 

Lacer, on July 31st, Republicar1, it was 
announced, "the surveyors are busy in 
viewing out the best grade up towards 
Shovel Creek for conneaion with the rail
road into the woods from that point. As 
soon as this conneaion is made, it will be 
an easy matter co continue on to Klamath 
Lake in Southern Oregon. When the road 
is complete to connect with the logging 
road at rhe head of the river, logs will 
be hauled by rail to the mills contemplated 
at Laird's Ranch, south of Klamathon, re
cently purchased by co Pokegama Sugar 
Pine Lumber Company, for which the 
ground has been leveled off, and some of 
the appararus already delivered. The new 
mill town is destined to become one of the 
livliest and most prosperous in the country. 
The supposition is that the Southern Pa
cific Company is the real power behind 
the railroad being built this way from 
Laird's. 
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-Maude Baldwin Photo 
Fall Creek trestle with water barrels and an unknown lady track-walker. 

Then on August 7th, Republican, the 
following, in parr, was written: " ... 
Owing to some changes in the route since 
the original plans were drawn, a new sur
ve)' has been made and by ir rhe railroad 
will approach the rable-land opposite Sho
vel Creek by quire an eaS)' grade. This 
new survey will rake a route close to rhc 
waterfall of Fall Creek, where the water 
of that stream takes a tumble of 1)0 feet. 
It also raps a splendid body of timberland 
in that vicinity." 

This seems co be the first menrion of the 
use of the route, later known as the switch
back, by means of which the Klamath Lake 
Railroad climbed from the Klamath River 
canyon. 

Other changes were in the offing, as 
indicated by the Republican of August 
2lsr: "There is every indication that the 
railroad from Laird's will nor even make 
a temporary stop at Pokegama, bur wi ll 
continue on this way. The following para
graph in last Saturday's Tiditzgs lends 

proof co this belief: 'Mr. Mason of the 
firm of Lindley, Mason and Colonel Fox 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, are looking 
up a railroad route between Pokegama 
and Upper Klamath Lake.'" 

Then on September 18th, Republican, 
the foUowing appeared: "Four hundred 
men including 50 Chinese, are now work
ing at grading and track laying. Tracks 
were laid across the Klamath River on 
the line of the road Saturday night, a dis
tance of ren and three quarter miles from 
the starting point ar Laird's. This morn
ing rhe track layers nnd steel gang will be 
moved from Laird, from which point they 
have herecofore operated, ro Fall Creek. 
Two trains are engaged in the building 
operations, a bnllasr train and a construc
tion uai n." 

As previously described in these pages, 
the Cook & Sons sawmill ar Klamaihon, 
leased by rhe Mason, Lindley & Coffin 
Company, burned on the night of October 
13-14rh, and thus a big obstacle was eo-

54. 



councered in the construCtion of the Kla
math Lake Railroad, as well as the building 
of the new mills at Laird. 

On November 6th, Republican, it was 
reported: "A couple hundred extra men 
have been put to work during the past 
week and the construction crews will soon 
be laboring on Oregon soil." 

Early in 1903, came another note in the 
death knell of the Klamath Lake Railroad 
of the future, when the Republican of Janu
ary 4th, reported: " ... the Weed log· 
ging road 4 miles north from Weed, is 
now commencing to push an additional 10 
miles further. It is evenrually planned to 
reach Keno. }esse McCall is the engineer 

for the railroad extension."' 
Construaion had now reached ics peak 

as the following two articles indicate. Janu· 
acy 4th, Republicatl: "The grading on the 
Klamath Lake Railroad has been completed 
18 miles out from Laird's to a point on 
the summit~ that is, on the Cascade plateau 
and beyond all the heavy grades. It is 
just in the edge of the timber belt. The 
cars are now running from Laird's to Fall 
Creek, a distance of 12 miles. Work is 

being pushed on two trestles, one of 800 

feet over Fall Creek and another of 250 
feet over an adjoining gulch (Long Prairie 

Creek-Ed.) . 

-Courtesy Klamath County Museum 
Lower Switc:h-bac:k on the Klamath Lake Ba.ilroad. probably in early 1903. The 
engine ia "Three Spot" pulling either the first box c:ar passenger c:oac:h, or the box 
c:ar uaed to haul construction workers. 

55. 



-. ... 
-DeVere Heltrich photo 

Helen Helfrich examining one of the old Greek baking ovens at the top of the 
Klamath Lake Railroad grade above the switch-backs. July, 1954. 

"As soon as these are finished, the con
srruction force will resume laying rails and 
expect to be able to run the cars to the 18 
mile point by February 1st. 

"The construction crews number in aJl 
over 600 men and more men are being 
added to the force daily. These laborers 
are chiefly Greeks, Italians, Turks, Hun
garians, Chinese and a few Mexicans. 

"The bridge crew is unique in irs aristo
cratic exclusiveness as being all white men 
and numbering about 40. 

"The Chinese are paid $1.3 5 a day, 
Italians and white men $2 and the Greeks 
and other aliens named, $1.50. They pay 
the company $18 per month for board. Pay 
day comes on the 25th of the month. 

'The road is standard gauge and 55 
pound steel rails are used." 

January 15th, R.epJiblican: " . . . the 
railroad is costing about $25,000 per .mile. 
The silly whim that the road is co be merely 
a timber road, is thus shown co be baseless 
by the cost of the construction."' 

Still ro be seen, where the railroad 
climbed from the Klamath River canyon 
to the plateau above, are the remains of 
the old Greek baking ovens, built of native 
Java rock, at the site of the old consrruccion 
camp. All ovens found at this location, 
have caved in at the rop, and have become 
the homes of pack-cars. Farther to the 
east along the railroad right of way several 
miles, more have been located, one of which 
at presem, is srill in perfect condition. 

Next, on January 22nd, Repub/;can, 
came another intimation chat the route 
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of the railroad was to be changed, this 
time by-passing Old Pokegama, and estab
lishing what was ro become New Pokegama. 
This eventually proved to be the last 
move of this famous name. "]. A. Mc
Intire, manager of the Ashland-Klamath 
Falls stage line, was here the fore part of 
the week, and informed us that he had 
made arrangements with the Klamath Lake 
Railroad ro build a stage and livery barn 
at a point about cwo and a half miles east 
of Pokegama (Old Pokegama - Ed.) , 
where the company proposes to have a 
depot and to which point it expects tO 

have trains running regularly, carrying 
passengers, mail and freight, within the 
next sixty days." 

On April 9th, Republican, as reprinted 
from the Tidings, it was announced "that 

regular trains will be run on the new road 
May 1st ... which will run from 
Laird's ro Pokegama, Oregon, a distance of 
30 miles. Stages will connect at the latter 
place with the train and carry passengers 
and baggage to Klamath Falls in one day. 
A construction force of 600 men is now 
and for some time bas been employed on 
the road. There will be cwo or three 
months' work to be done at Pokegama, after 
which, Mr. Lindley says the line will prob
ably be pusped on toward Klamath Falls." 

ReptJblican, April 16th: "The first ex
cursion was scheduled to run up the new 
railroad from Laird last Sunday to a poim 
where the · Snow post office used to be lo
cated. Berween two or three more miles 
of track have to be laid to finish the line 
ro the new station this side (southeast-

- DeVere Helfrich photo 
The switch-backs many years alter the trades were torn up, July, 1954. Compare 
with picture taken in 1903. 
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-----------------------
Ed.) of Pokegama, which will be the tem
porary terminus." 

The same issue also reported that, in an
ticipation of the arrival of the railroad at 
Pokegama, the citizens of Klamath Falls 
sent a petition co the postal department in 
Washington, D. C., asking that the mail 
be changed from Ashland co the new ter
minus. 

The first train reached Pokegama on May 
1st, 1903, as reported in the Republwm 
of May 7th. Judge Henry L. Benson, of 
Klamath Falls, and his daughter Gail, were 
"the first passengers over the new scenic 
railroad." Judge Geo. T. Baldwin, also 
of Klamath Falls, and his daughter Maude, 
came in the following day from San Fran
cisco, on the second train co make the trip. 

The same issue also reported: "George 
A. Poppleton was in cown Tuesday look
ing after the inrerest of the Ashland
Klamath Falls stage line. Mr. Poppleton 
bas succeeded Mr. Mdorire in the manage
ment. He stated that they are making 
connection at Pokegama with the new rail
road. They are sriH running co Ashland as 
the mail route has not been changed as 
yet." 

The May 14th, Republican, stated that 
M. A. Eddy was the company blacksmith 
at Pokegama. Formerly, in the Republican 
of July 11, 1901, he had been reported as 
being appointed constable of Snow. 

By July 2nd, Republican, the citizens of 
Klamath Falls were beginning to ask, "Why 
isn't the Klamath mail being routed by 
the railroad instead of Ashland?" 

By November 5th, Republican, there 
was still no mail by the railroad, and it 
was still arriving by stage from Ashland, 
a day late. Then on November 20th, it 
was reported, the mail would soon be 
arriving by the railroad instead of from 
Ashland. 

Exactly when the change was made, is 
unknown, but the Sunset Stage Company 
and the launch Ewauna seem to have 
transported the ~I from Pokegama, until 
April 17, 1904, when Alex Martin, Jr., 
was awarded the contract. Republican, 
April 21st. 

Potter's Mill . . . 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIItlllllltllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUIIIUIIIUIIIUUll 

Some time after the big fire at Klama
chon, and before mid-March of 1903, Ma
son, Lindley & Coffin Co., must have 
decided co build a sawmill in the Pokegaroa 
country, in or near their timber holdings. 
To this end, there seems to have been a hint 
in the Republican of March 19th. 

Then on March 26th, Republican, the 
following appeared: "Speaking of a new 
sawmill referred co in these columns last 
week, the TidingJ says, 'According to re
porrs which have reached Ashland another 
new sawmill is co be erected in the Jenny 
Creek belt, about 25 miles east of Ashland 
ar once. Ir is reliably reponed that work 
has already begun in extending a spur three 
or four miles from the main Line of the 
new Klamath Lake Railroad now under 
consrruetioo from Laird's to the site of the 
new mill and that the gang which has 
been engaged on the main line has been 
uansferred ro the spur. The mill to be lo
cated at a favorable point in Section 16, 
Township 40, Range 5 east, which section 
is owned by Mr. Porter who is said to be 
associared with the Mason & Lindley firm. 
The new mill will be a large one it is re
ported, with a capacity of nor less than 
50,000 feet per day and possibly 100,000'," 

One week later, April 2nd, it was fur
ther reported: "At the present rime a 
crew of men are engaged in rutting our 
a wagon road a mile and a half long and 
preparing a mill site on section 16, which 
is school land owned by Mr. Potter." (A 
dam on Long Prairie Creek, at this location, 
was partially constructed, bur may have 
been washed out by high waters-Ed.) . 

The May 7th, RepublicatJ, reported: 
"Ground is being broken for a new saw
mill about four miles south of Parker's 
Station and some three miles from the Kla
math Lake Railroad. A line is ~ng rut 
out for a branch railroad ro it. The route 
from there to Johnson's Prairie is com
paratively level and presentS no obstacles 
and rhe report is that rwo mills will be 
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Unidentified group of men at Potter's Mill in 1908. Fifth man from right is John 
Zbinden, fire warden that year in the Polcegama area. The white dog "Duke'' 
belonged to Zbinden. 

built about the Prairie, one on section 5, 
and the other in that neighborhood. An 
Oshkosh company owns a good tract of 
timber there. This is about nine miles from 
the Klamath Railroad. The completion 
of the line co Pokegama seems to assure 
an important lumber industry in the 
region some fifteen miles thereabout." 

Finally on July 16th, Republican, we 
have this final bit of information, reprinted 
from the TidingJ: "Failure to secure a mill 
site where a sufficient amount of water 
to supply the boilers is insured has delayed 
the setting up of the big new sawmill near 
the terminus of the Klamath Lake Rail
road at Pokegama by Potter & Son. The 
machinery has been on the ground for 
some time and a site was selected and ex
cavations for a dam made and about eight 
feet of water turned in it but the supply 
failed with the coming on of dry weather 

and made the selection of a new site neces
sary." (The site finally chosen was in the 
extreme southwestern corner of section 28, 
possibly extending into the southeastern 
corner of section 29-Ed.). 

Very little additional information has 
been found on Potter's Mill. One reason 
for this lack of informacion may be that 
most of the Republican files for 1906 have 
disappeared, or been destroyed. Another 
reason may be attributed to the new interest 
being developed in the Southern Pacific's 
approach co Klamath Falls from Weed. 
This new railroad occupied the interest of 
most people in the Klamath Basin for se
veral yea.rs, to the exclusion of most other 
news. We do have some eye-witness 
reminescences of Potter's Mill by three 
old timers, Prentice Puckett, Loren Close 
and Hal Ogle, and these are given on the 
following pages. 
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As Told to Me . . . 
by Loren Close 
1lll lltiiii iii iiiiii ii iiiiii11111111111IIIIIUIIIIUIIII IIIIIJI II IUIIJI IIIIIJIUIIIIIIIIIIIIUJJJIIIIIIIII II II 

I was born in Ashland, in 1891. I re
member seeing Old Blue when I would 
visit my grandparents, who lived ac Horn's 
Camp. My grandfather was Isaac Moore, 
and he used to file saws there. We could 
srand in the door of his cabin and see Old 
Blue pulling the cars by, about a hundred 
yards away. Nothing in the way, bur now 
you can't see half way on account of the 
brush. 

Dixie was named for Billie Dix (or 
Dick-Ed.), who had a store located there 
at one time. (Probably during construction 
of the Klamath Lake Railroad-Ed.). Mrs. 
Dix (or Dick) taught school at Old Po
kegama at one time. I went to school at 
both Old and New Pokegama. 

The old double-cut band saw at Potter's 
Mill was the first band saw in Klamath 
County. 

I have the manufacturer's name plate oH 
Old Blue. I found it near a siding about 
a mile and a half north of Snow. It reads: 
Baldwin Locomotive Works, Philadelphia. 
#9081. 1888. 

The Spannus Grade Road ended at Snow. 
The old logging trestle at Snow used ro 
be known as the haunted rrestle. Two or 
three men were accidentally killed there. 
One, a John Moore, was an uncle of mine. 

The remains of an old baking oven can 
still be seen ar Old Pokegama. They did 
all their baking for the cook house in 
it. The school house there, was boarded 
up for a time, then moved in sections, 
co New Pokegama. 

One time, Delbert Moore, another uncle 
of mine, was brakeman on the old logging 
rai lroad ro the top of the chute. He lost his 
brakes when near Dry Wells, and had co 
jump. All four cars left rhe track and 
turned over. 

I went to school at both Old and New 
Pokegama. I was fire patrolman at Porter's 
Mill in 1918, and later for several years ac 

Dixie. Where you see one deer now, we 
used to see fifty. I think it was about 
1947 that I found Old Blue's name plate. 

-Helen Helfrich photo 
Loren Close holding Old Blue's name 
plate, which he found in the early 1940's. 
May 12, 1966. 

As Told to Me • • • 
by HPrint" Puckett 
llrtllllllltllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

My father was a contracwr on the mnnels 
through the Siskiyous, when the railroad 
was being built during the lace 1880's. 

Later, for about a year, he lived in a 
lirtle cabin, easr of Jenny Creek, called 
Shingle Camp. Then he homesteaded near 
Johnson Prairie and lived there until 1897, 
when he moved co the timber claim at Cold 
Spring. We lived there until 1912. I 
was born in 1891. 

I remember the old emigrant road came 
over a little rocky ridge and passed just 
north of Cold Spring. Ir was almost 
parallel with the old Southern Oregon 
Wagon Road from the Double S Turn to 
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Parker's Station. The southern branch of 
the old stage road turned off at our place 
and was built sometime around 1902. 

At one time there was a school at Par
ker's, they had one room fixed up in the 
old Station. I think there was a school at 
Snow at one time, I believe Beck rold me, 
he went to school there. Larer there was a 
little board school at rhe big spring, north 
of the last Pokegama. The kids from Pot
ter's used to walk over there to go to school. 
Later it was moved to a little flat, half 
way between Parker's and our place at 
Cold Spring. 

Snow was named for old Billie Snow, 
who worked for me years later, where I 
was logging on the west side of the Upper 
Lake, 1 don't know whether he originally 
had a homestead at Snow or not. 

The railroad at Potter's Mill ran right 
alongside the mill. They could dump the 
logs imo a pond on either side, or right 
onto the log deck in the mill. It was a 
double-cut mill and could saw about 60,-
000 feet in 10 hours. The horse pasture 
lay along Long Prairie Creek, from the 
mill to Old Pokegama. 

I remember seeing Old Blue siccing on 
three rails, in a little clump of pines, at 
Old Pokegama, as late as 1912. All the 
track had been corn up and hauled away 
years before. It was later junked in the 
early 40's. 

We used to ski over co Pokegama once a 
week in the winter to get our mail. 

The logging railroad at Old Pokegama 
went right through a little shack that 
answered as a round-house. They had a 
pit there, and a blacksmith shop where 
they could work on Old Blue and the 
log cars. 

Old Blue was left about two-hundred 

yards south of this old building. Years 
later, I found the old smoke stack there 

and gave it co Cap Collier. (About eight 

years ago, Kenneth McLeod picked up, in 

the same general locality, what was thought 
to be Old Blue's headlight-&!.). 

As Told to Me 
by Mrs. John Yaden 
(Fern Wood) 

• • • 

.llllltiiUHQIImrmiPnUDIIIIUillllllllllltiiiUUIIIIIJIRiriUUllJIIUtUUIUJIUUIIIUliUIIUI 

1 remember seeing Klamathon burn. My 
father, Harry Sutton Wood, was superin
tendent of the sawmill there. He came 
there in 1901, from Louisiana, where he 
had constructed and operated the Picker
ing Luml>er Company sawmill. 

I was born in Cadillac, Michigan in 1893 
and came to Klamathon in 1901 when our 
family moved there. I went to school 
there about one year. There was only one 
Street to the town, along the base of the 
hills, buildings on one side and the river 
on the other. 

Klamathon had thirteen saloons and we 
had co walk in front of every one as we 
went to school. When it was muddy we 
had to walk on the sidewalks. I remember 
seeing many drunks tossed out of the 
saloons and across the sidewalks. I've al
ways remembered what an Evangelist prea
cher once said while preaching his farewell 
sermon in the one church in town. "When 
1 leave, I'll shake the dust of this wicked 
town from my feet." 

Our house and one other were the only 
buildings in town that were saved when 
Klamathon burned. The men used wet 
blanketS to cover the roofs so they wouldn't 
catch fire. I remember seeing flaming 
boards shoot into the air, the updraft from 
the heat was so great We children sat 
on the hillsides watching the fire, with 
blankets covering us and looking like 
little Indians. 

My father had many fine cools in a 
large tool box io the mill, and we were 
nearly frightened to death, when we saw 
him run into the flaming milL He was 
soon seen dragging it from the mill, just 
before the bujldjng collapsed. We still 
have the old tool box in the shed out back. 

We moved co McOoud after Klamathon 
burned, where father helped construct the 
mjli and was superintendent for three 
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years. Lacer be was superincendenc of 
cwo different mills at Weed. 

In December, 1910, father moved to 
Pokegama, where be operated the sawmill 
for one year, after which he went to work 
for the Pelican Bay Lumber Company and 
stayed with them until 1921. He next 
worked for Algoma, from 1923 on, stay
ing with them for nine years. When father 
wenc ro Pokegama, the family moved ro 
Klamath Falls, and I have been here ever 
s1nce. 

1 remember seeing a woman on the dam 
ar rhe mill pond at Klamathon, catch a 
very large salmon in her apron. My what 
a struggle rook place. 1 cannot remember 
whether she was Indian or nor. 

Transportation, Thrall 
to Klamath Falls . . . 
ftlll lllllllllllllftiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIlllllllllllllllllll 

Shortly after the arrival of the railroad 
ar Pokegama, ir was announced, Republi
can, May 7, 1903, that "A. C. Beal has 
jusr completed and delivered co Mr. Marple, 
of the Mammoth Stables, a fine three
seared mountain wagon. The new wagon 
is a beauty and will be used by Mr. Marple 
on his Pokegama-Klamath Falls line. It 
is a very roomy, comfortable appearing 
vehicle and will make a very valuable 
addition co the line. Mr. Marple intends 
ro pur on more wagons and stock co connect 
with the railroad in order to accomodare 
the increased era vel." 

On May 14rb, Rept~btican, it was an
nounced char Marple "came in from Poke
gama with about thiny people Tuesday. 
These panies are mosdy from Washington, 
and are on their way to the timber north 
of here. Mr. Marple scares that it is keep
ing all the conveyances in rown busy ro 
accommodate the immense increase in travel 
this summer. He expects about fourteen 
more people in today. This is bound to 
be a banner year for Klamath County a.c; 
every stage is more than over-crowded 
with people, who are seeking timber, and 

lands for homesteads and farms." 
At the same time, it was also announced 

that "the higher and lower courrs, repre
senced by Judges Benson and Baldwin 
made a trip co Pokegarna Saturday. Judge 
Baldwin was looking after rhe new road 
which will have ro be built to connect with 
the railroad. He repons that with the 
expense of about $300 in cutting out the 
windfalls and removing some rocks, the 
road will be in firsr class shape. While 
away he secured some very fine views along 
the new scenic railway. (Among the pic
tures taken by Mr. Baldwin, may be some 
of those printed in this issue of Klamath 
Echoes-EeL) 

Two weeks later, May 28th, RepttblicatJ, 
rhe following was printed: "Any one who 
has nor had an opportunity to make the 
rr ip can gain a fair idea of rhe wondrous 
scenery in score for the traveler over the 
Klamath Lake Railroad, from the views 
which were raken this summer and are 
now being shown at Baldwin·s Studio. 

"Pokegama, or the village of rents, is 
practically constructed of canvas. The 
apanments are walled up about five feet 
high and the tents nailed dose to the wall 
all around. They all have good floors, 
good beds with plenty of bedding and a 
stove in each rem. There are ample ac
commodarions for ar leasr fony people 
over night and excellent meals for any 
number. 

Stages are run daily both ways between 
the Terminus and Klamath Falls, those 
leaving here ar 8:30 o·clock in the morning 
arrive at Pokegama at 4:00 in the after
noon, with a rest of an hour or more at 
Chase's Station, for dinner." 

On June 18th, the Republican printed 
the following time table for the railroad, 
that had gone into effecr "on and after" 
May 11, 1903. 
"No. 3 Westbound 
Leave Pokegama, Oregon ---- 7:30 a.m. 
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Junction (Snow to Old · 
Pokegama ---·-·---- 7:40 

Upper Switchback ___ 8:20 
Fall Creek Spur ---·- 9:10 
Steel Bridge-----·--- 9:30 



- Maude Baldwin Photo 
New Pokegama, 1903-1908, freight and stage terminal to Klamath Falls. Waiting 
room and Western Stage office at ·right. 

Arrives at Laird, California, to connect with 
Southern Pacific day trains at 10: 15 a.m. 
No. 3 Eastbound 
Leaves Laird, California, after arrival of 
Southern Pacific day trains at __ 4:00 p.m. 
Leaves Steel Bridge --------- 4:45 
Leaves Fall Creek Spur --~ 5:05 p.m. 

Upper Switchback ____ 5:50 
Junction ------ 6:30 

Arr-ives at Pokegama ___ 6:40 
"Freight rates from Laird to Pokegama, 

were reported as being 40 cents per hun
dred in less than carload lots, and 25 cents 
per hundred io car lots." 

It was also stated chat "there is a large 
warehouse ar Pokegama, and freight will be 
properly taken care of and forwarded to all 
points free of forwarding charges." 

Then on August 13th, Republicar~, an
other schedule was primed, this time for 

two trains, that had gone into effect June 
3, 1903: 

West East 
No. 1 No. 3 Daily Passenger 

and Freight No.4 No.2 
A.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. 
9:30 Pokegama 6:36 
9:36 Junction Siding 6 :29 
9:51 Summit 

(Grizzly Mountain ) 6:05 
10:13 Upper 

Switch-back 5:35 
10:17 Lower 

Switch-back 5:31 
10:22 2:30 H ot Springs 

Station 2:29 5:14 
10:22 2:35 Fall Creek 

Spur 2:24 5:09 
10:43 2:51 Steel Bridge 2:00 4·45 
11:28 3:36 Laird 1:15 4 :00 
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-Courtesy Klamath County Museum 
Upper Switch-back on the Klamath Lake Railroad .• about the 1903 period. The engine 
on the middle track is No. 1254. Engine on the lower track may be the "Three Spot." 

It would seem from this schedule, that 
trains were divided into passenger and 
freight sections, or ar least inro rwo sec· 
tions, between Laird and Hot Spring Sta· 
cion below the switch-backs. But, between 
H ot Spring Station and Pokegama, the 
trains would have been mixed. Would 
this have been because of load limits across 
the steel bridge and the high trestle over 
Fall Creek? 

On August 13th, Republican, ic was 
stated that "Pokegama presented quite a 
lively appearance Sunday morning. Teams 
with passengers from Klamath Falls kept 
arriving at all hours, during the night. 
Charley Marple left the Falls with a load of 
passengers at 1 o'clock and arrived ac Po
kegaroa at 7 o'clock in the morning, making 
the trip in six hours. Twency-five passen· 
gees left on the morning train for Lairds." 

Somewhat rerninescent of reports circu· 
lated even in our present day, is an article 
printed in the Republican of September 
3, 1903 "Ashland and other valley papers 
have spread the report that the Klamath 

Lake Railroad Co. would discontinue their 
passenger service after September 1. This 
seems to have been gotten up purely and 
simply with the object of crying to divert 
some of the travel imo Klamath County 
by way of Ashland and we believe must 
have originated with the Ashland Stage 
Company. At any rare it appears to be a 
deliberate lie on the parr of someone. For 
the benefic of our subscribers and the 
traveling public, we wrote the Klamath 
Lake R. R. Co. and received replies from 
Dean Mason of Pokegaroa and Hervey 
Lindley who is at p.resem in San Fran
cisco which were in substance as follows: 

"'We beg co acknowledge your favor of 
the 24th insc., with a dipping from the 
Ashland paper in regard co this road, which 
we had heard of but had not seen the ar
ticle, and thank you for the kindly interest 
you have taken in the matter. You have 
sized up the situation exactly, as rhe Ash
land people are more than eager to scop 
the business that is drifting from them. We 
never had any idea of discontinuing; we 
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are running the trains as usual and intend 
to put on a first class passenger coach 
soon and also improve the service very 
much'." 

Next, on December 3rd, Republican, 
Hervey Lindley was reported as saying "that 
the open cars which have been in service 
on his road from Laird ro Pokegama since 
the trains began to run, will be superceeded 
in a few days by a comfortable combina· 
cion passenger and baggage coach." 

In the beginning and possibly ar ocher 
rimes, a flat car with flimsy, temporary 
railings and wooden benches or boxes for 
seats, may have been used as a passenger 
coach. Several picrures arc in existance co 
bear out this statement. However, the 
main mode of passenger transporrarion, in 
those early months, was an open box car, 
also with wooden benches or boxes for 
sears. Here again pictures, plus the srate· 
mencs of many of our old timers, bear 
our this statement. 

Later, date unknown, but sometime after 
December 3, 1903 and no later than May 
15, 1904, a combination coach replaced 
the box car. On Sunday, May 15th, see 
the RepttblicaiJ of May 19th, the combi
nation caught fire while the train was 
climbing the switch-backs. "When near 
the end of the switch-back smoke was 
discovered in one end of the car and on 
removing some of the mail sacks, the 
entire end of the car was discovered to 
be on fir~. The train was stopped as soon 
as possible and contents of the car re· 
moved bur nor before considerable damage 
was done ro the freight, express matter and 
mail. A quantity of goods that was on 
board for some of our merchants was com· 
pletely destroyed and several mail sacks 
burned and their contents badly scorched. 
The railroad company has assumed all the 
damages and have already settled with 
most of the losers. Quite a number of 

passengen were aboard, among them some 

-Courtesy Siskiyou County Historical Society 
Shay engine No. 7. at Pokegama, end of the Klamath Lake Railroad. The car ia 
either an excursion car, or one of the several forms of pctaaenger car used on the 
line. Men unidentified. 
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-Maude Baldwin Photo 
No. 1254 of the Oregon & California Railroad at Pokegama with em excursion car 
for aome unknown event. 

ladies, who were badly scared." 

It may have been, that after this fire, a 
box car was again pressed into service for 
some unknown length of rime, or until 
rhe damage tO the combination coach was 
repaired. 

In the meantime, Republica11 of March 
3, 1904, Lindley spent several days in 
Klamath Falls, and agreed co extend the 
railroad to that place, by not later than 
January 1, 1906, if the people of the county 
would supply a subsidy of $150,000. Noth
ing came of this proposal, but on May 19th, 
it was announced that "the Weed Railroad 
is laying one-fourth mile of track daily 
coward Grass Lake, no grades, no switch
barks and praCtically level ro Klamath 
Falls . . ." It may well have been that 
similar reports had previously reached K la
math Falls, and so irs citizens were less 
receptive to Klamath Lake Railroad pro-

posals than in the past. 

On April 11, 1904, a post office cal ed 
Thrall, was established at the former site 
of the locality known as Laird, but was 
closed October 15rb. It was reopened 
February 17, 1905 and remained in opera
cion unci! April 30, 1914, when it was 
dosed to Ager. (California Post Offices.) 

On July 14, 1904, a new railroad 
schedule was released, that had gone into 
effect May 18th 

4:00 p.m. -·---·---·- .. ·--- Thrall 
(Formerly Laird) 

4:25 
4:45 
5:05 
5:15 
6:20 

6:35 

- - --·------ _ Bogus (Creek) 
Steel Bridge 

- ···----· _ _ Fall Creek 
------ (Klamath Springs) 

" ----·-·- -------·-- (Dixie) 
(Long Prairie Creek) 

..... -- - ----·------- - Pokegama 
Also given in the same issue, was a re-
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port given that freight coming through 
Pokegama averaged 500 cons per month, 
at an average shipping cost of "something 
more chan $20 per coo." If true, this 
meant an average of about 1 7 cons per day, 
and at an average of about 4 cons per 
freight ream, from 3 co 5 freight reams, 
depending upon size, scarring our each day, 
each way. Figuring five days ro the round 
trip, between Klamath Falls and Pokegama, 
there were probably 20, 25, or even 30 
reams on the road at all times, going and 
coming. Of course, this was probably for 
the summer months only. 

Staging and freighting news during the 
remainder of 1904 seems co have become 
"old har:· Little can be found in the old 
newspaper files, except a few accidents and 
time schedules: 

Republican, September 8th, "Stage to 
Pokegama upon leaving cown upser. Bob 
Garrett driver, fractures arm. No passen
gers hun." 

Republican, September 15th: "Time of 
mail to Lakeview: Portland ro Thrall-
19 hours, 24 minutes; Thrall lay over 

12 hours, 6 minutes; Thrall co Pokegama 
-2 hours; Pokegama lay over 11 hours; 
Pokegama to Klamath FaJls-7 hours; Kla
math Falls lay over 19 hours; Klamath 
Falls to La.keview-3 3 hours; Total 51 
hours, 24 mioures. Lay overs, 42 hours, 
6 minutes. T otal 93 hours, 30 minutes." 

Republican, September 22nd: "Series of 
accidents co Oregon Srage employees, Bob 
Garrerr arm broken, William Mesner broke 
leg in assisting co move a piano, and John 
Banetc at Pokegama badly injured when 
kicked in the face by a horse." 

For 1905, the big news story was the 
arrival in Klamath Palls, of Governor 
George E. Chamberlain, of rhe Scare of 
Oregon, on November 2nd. His arrival 
was described in the Republican of Novem
ber 9th : "With flags flying, whistles blow
ing, the band playing and nearly the entire 
population of Klamath Falls crowding che 
docks and bridge, co catch the first glimpse 
of the Governor, the first Governor to 
visit Klamath County, stepped from the 
gang plank of the steamer Klamath ac half 

past four Thursday afternoon. 

-Maude Baldwin photo 
On.e of Mcintire' • eight mule team freiqhters on M<1in Street in Klam<1th FC1lla. 
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-Helen Helfrich photo 
Part of a fireplace is all that remains of the E. T. Abbott, Klamath Lake Railroad 
manager for Weyerhaueser, residence at Pokegama. May 12, 1966. 

"Governor Chamberlain was met at Po
kegama by private conveyance and conveyed 
to Keno. Accompanying the Governor 
was Adjutant General Finzer, of the Ore
gon National Guard, and State Game War
den Baker. A large delegation of citizens 
and members of the Chamber of Co=erce 
went to Keno on the steamer Klamath to 
rece.ive the Governor's parry. Among the 
delegation were the reception committee 
consisting of Geo. T . Baldwin, president of 
the Chamber of Commerce, Col. M. G. 
Wilkins, Alex Martin Jr., and B. St. Geo. 
Bishop, Judge H. L. Benson, Hon. S. B. 
Huston, Capt. ). W. Siemens and others 

"As the steamer came within view of the 
city, it was the signal for all of the mills 
to start their whistles blowing. This was 
kept up almost continuously until the dock 
was reached. The Governor was then es-

corred to the Lakeside Inn, distributing 
handshakes and greetings ro everyone along 
the way .... " 

Two weeks later, on November 16th, the 
Rept~blican reported that, "Mr. Richardson, 
who has charge of the office at Pokegama, 
was co=unicated with yesterday and con
firmed the report of the sale of the former 
Cook interests to The Weyerhaeuser Tim
ber Company, and further stared that the 
carrying of all mails, freight and passengers 
was to be discontinued after the first of 
the year by the new management." 

What acrually took place following this 
announcement is unknown, but shortly 
thereafter, Richardson seems to have been 
replaced. 

According to an article in the 1965 
Siskiyou Pioneer by Marie Abbott Beebe, 
her father, E. T. Abbott was asked by the 

68. 



"Weyerhaeuser Company co manage che 
Klamath Lake Railroad, and co survey a 
continuance of chat line co Klamath Falls." 

" . . . the Weyerhaeuser Company soon 
abandoned ics plan of exc.ending ics licde 
railroad co Klamath Falls" as che Southern 
Pacific commenced ics new line on from 
Weed. Abbott was che manager of che 
Klamath Lake Railroad for six years. Dur
ing chat time he lived both ac Thrall and 
Pokegama. 

"The little train made only one round 
trip each day to Pokegama so usually 
passengers had co stay all night ac the 
Thrall Hotel." 

"The train consisted of engine, tender 
piled high with wood for fuel and the 
passenger coach boasting dark red plush 
seats." 

"The most exciting part of this slow 
trip co Klamath Falls was the arising 10 

the cold morning ac Pokegama co gee into 
the cold six horse stage chat left at 3:00 
a.m. This was a six hour and as bumpy 
a trip as a western movie shows one co be, .. 

"'My father had a snug Iiccle cottage 
with a huge fireplace builc for us co which 
we moved from Thrall." 

"This chen was the end of my father's 
'surveying' job char had turned inco six 
years of railroading. We rerurned to 
Minneapolis, he co resume his office." 

On February 8th, 1906, the Republican 
reported-: "B. F. Nichols arrived last night 
with a load of freight from Pokegama, 
having made the trip in six days. He was 
loaded for the Driscoll Mercantile Com
pany (of Bonanza-&!.), who are alive 
to business and bound co keep the necessi
ties of life if it does take winter freight to 
keep supplied." 

- Maude Baldwin photo 
The mountclin wagon used by R. W. Mmple on the Polcegama-JOamath Falla run. croaaing 
Edge Cre ek at Polcegama. 

69. 



The same paper also reponed: "]. A. 
Parker, of Bly, arrived lase nighr from the 
railroad wirh his daughter, Bertha Bell, 
from Washington, who has come home for 
a visa. They departed for Bly chis morn
ing both glad co get so near home at chis 
time of year. Mr. Parker was principally 
raised on the mountain between Klamarh 
Falls and Ashland and has resided in 
Klamarh Couory ever since it existed under 
that name. He reports the roads in a worse 
condition chan he has ever seen them 
during his residence here." 

Then on March 8th, "George Dukes, 
stage driver between Klamath Falls and 
Pokegama, had che two middle fingers of 
each hand and both ears frozen Sunday, 
while making che trip from Pokegarna. He 
did not realize the condition unci! he 
reached the scabies. Dr. Masten was called 
in, and the latest report is he will not lose 
his fingers, as was thought at first. His 
place is being filled by 'Good-Roads' 
becker, the ·old warhorse of scagedom." 

As scared before, the newspaper files 
for the remainder of 1906 are missing. 

All was not a bed of roses for those 
who handled transportation matters in 
1907, nor for those who were compelled co 
travel during the winter months, witness 
the following, January 17th: 

''As will be seen by the schedule pub
lished elsewhere in chis issue, there is co 
be another change in the arrival and depar
ture of uaios at Po~egama and Thrall. The 
grumbling char has ac all times been mani
fested by those who were obliged to get 
out of a warm bed at 4 o'clock in the 
morning in order co rake the scage has 
grown inco a vigorous and vehement pro
test against the necessity of leaving here 
at 1 o'clock in order to make connecrions 
at Pokegama and avoid the remaining in 
chat place overnight. There is a serious ques
tion in the minds of the Navigation com
pany as to whether they will run their 
boat co Keno if this schedule is maintained, 
as ic is a difficult macrer m navigate the 
river between here and Keno. Should 
chis company determine ro withdraw from 

this service, it will necessitate the making 
of the entire trip by stage, and most of 
chat during the night. 

"There is at hand only one reason for 
this change in the schedule of the railroad, 
and whether chat reason is a correct one 
can only be surmised. Mr. Abborr, mana
ger of the railroad, has also the supervision 
of the hotel at Thrall, and the accusation 
has ohen been made that he operated the 
railroad for the enhancement of the hos
celr)·_ Of course this charge is ridiculous, 

" 
On January 24th, another accident was 

reported, "While on his way to .P'okegama 
lase Thursday afternoon, ]. L. Pitchford 
was thrown from his wagon and very 
seriously injured. The front wheel passed 
over his head and when the wagon was 
brought ro a standstill, the hind wheel 
was resting on his body. Dr. Cartwright 
was summoned and it was at first thought 
that there was little hope for the recovery 
of the injured man. Careful atrention, 
however, has resulted in his recovery and 
all fear of a fatal termination of the acci
dent has passed." 

To complicate matters further, for some 
time a war for business, between rival 
cransporcacion companies, had seemed im
minenr, but by February 21st, "the dove 
of peace once more flew over the scene," 
which was reponed as follows: "The pass
enger traffic will be divided berween the 
Oregon Stage Company and a new corpora
tion char is to be organized out of the 
Navigation Company, and in which W. R. 
Davis will be in control. This company 
will have the boat end of rhe proposition. 
If the stage company buys the equipment of 
the Lakeshore Stage Company, then it will 
have no competitor in the field, but if not, 
chen there will be a stage line from borh 
Pokegama and Grass Lake. The California
Northeastern ( the Weed excension-Ed.) 
is not going to be left out in the cold, for 
Davis has adopted chat child and is not 
going ro disown it. 

"The freighting part of it is to be raken 
care of by General Manager Abbott and 
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-Maude Baldwin photo 
Long identified as Secretary of Interior Garfield coming in by stage from Pokegama 
in 1907. Newspaper files prove that Garfield arrived from Medford at Pelican Bay 
and came to Klamath Falls on the Winema. Oregon Governor George Chamberlain 
did come in by stage from Pokegama in 1905. 

Capt. Mcintire. These gentlemen will 
practically have concrol of the Klamath 
Lake Railroad and will forward all freight 
direcr ro this ciry. This will not shut out 
rhe Klamath Falls and Pokegama Transfer 
Co., bur freight ruroed over to this com
pany may be assessed with forn•arding 
charges the same as is charged ar Ager ... " 

On March 14th, it was announced that 
W. R. Davis had bought the Mammoth 
Stables on this end of the Pokegama run 
and H. W. Straw was in charge. Mcintire 
now controlled the freight lines. 

April 4th: "The heaviest mail in the 
history of this city arrived here Monday 
night, there being 150 sacks. The force 
in the post office was kept busy nearly oil 
of Monday night and all day Tuesday 
disposing of it, the delivery window being 

opened from time ro cime ro hand out mail 
and arrend ro money order business. The 
cause of so much mail coming at one rime 
is aruibured to the recent railroad block· 
ade." 

May 30th, ir was announced that George 
Galbreath, stage driver, had been killed on 
the 29th, in a stage wreck at the base of 
the hill, about one mile east of Chase stage 
station. The stage was smashed ro "kind
ling" and two other men, employees also, 
of the srage company, were severely injured, 
C. L. York and Charley Scott. Two orbers 
escaped wirh either bruises or no injuries, 
James Murphy and Nick Caris. 

The same issue further announced that 
H. W. Straw, in some sort of strategic move 
in the war of stages, nor now appareor, had 
starred a new line to the old railroad point 
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-Maude Baldwin photo 
Stage to Pokegama alter crossing Edge Creek. 

of Ager. 
June 20th: The Mcintire Transfer Com

pany leased the Spencer Creek station from 
a Mr. Wright, with rhe intention of making 
it a stopping place. 

By September 26th, F. A. Autenreith 
was in charge of traffic for theW. R. Davis 
transportation interests. All stage lines were 
now connecting with the Steamer Kla
math, at Teter's Landing, both those from 
Pokegama and those from the end of the 
approaching railroad from Weed. 

Republican, March 19, 1908: "Twenty
three people arrived from Pokegama, Satur
day, rwo extra stages having been sent after 
them. This is the first lor of homeseekers 
for Klamath Couocy to take advantage of 
the colonists rates, which went into effect 
on March 1. It is reponed that from now 
on a large number of homeseekers are ex
pected almost daily. Some of these parties 

were here last summer and purchased 
property and are now returning with a 
number of meir neighbors and friends." 

April 2nd: ''Again the powers that 
be in uansponacion matters, will meet in 
conference with me Southern Pacific of
ficials in San Francisco to determine upon 
a freight service for this city. The meeting 
will occur within the next four days and 
will be attended by representatives of the 
Mcintire Transportation Co. and the Kla
math Falls Transponation Co. Capt. J. M. 
Mcintire will represent the former and it 
is understood that W. R. Davis will be 
there co look our after the latter company. 
This conference is held at the request of 
the Southern Pacific, and is for the pur
pose of securing a through freight service 
to this ciry, which is very much desire:i 
by the railroad company. The Califoraia-
Normeastern will be at Dorris on May 1st, 
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and if Southern Pacific has its way about 
it the Pokegama line will be discontinued 
at that time. A through rate, whereby 
the Southern Pacific will deliver freight at 
the store door or warehouse, will gq inro 
effect at that time over the new road. The 
conference between the railroad officials 
and the local transportation company 
managers is to determine which company 
will haul rhe freight from Dorris ro this 
ciry for the Southern Pacific. 

"If the Mcintire Company should be 
selected then it is very probable that the 
Pokegama roure will be discontinued, bur 
if the other company is chosen ir is hard 
to tell what will become of that line. The 
two companies seem to be ar dagger pointS 
and ir has been said that there can be no 
mutual agreement." 

After Mcintire returned from San Fran
cisco, it soon became apparent char he had 
received the blessings of the Southern Pa
cific, if char was nor already a foregone 
conclusion, so the Reprtblican of April 
16th, announced in parr: "The new freight 
rare will be the same from Portland to 
rhis ciry as from San Francisco, and it is 
lower on every class chan it was via Thrall 
and Pokegama. The rates that will go into 
effen when the train service is established 
ro Dorris are as follows: 

"First class per cwt., $2.29; 2nd, $2.09; 
3d, S 1.91; 4th, $1.75; 5th, $1.65; Class 
"A", $1.65; "B" per ron $27.20; "C". 
$23.40 ; .. D .. , $22.20; "E", S22.20. 

'The old rates via Thrall are as follows, 
the classes being in the same order as those 
above: $2.54, $2.30, $2.14, $1.91, $1.80, 
$1.80, S36.00, $30.70, $25.70, $23.10." 

The Mcintire company now had com
plete control of all freight traffic inro Kla
math Falls, as long as Dorris remained the 
terminus of the railroad. 

April 30th: "The Mclnrire-Straw Stage 
Company, which has been giving very 
efficient through stage service to Pokeg
ama for the past few months, has concluded 
to invade the new field and beginning on 
May lst will begin the operation of a 
stage line from this ciry to Dorris." 

May 14th: "Considerable freight is still 
coming via Pokegama. Two carloads were 
landed there today. The Mcintire Company 
will mainrain offices rhere for at least rwo 
months longer." 

May 21st: "The Mclnrire-Straw stages 
co Pokegama will stop after Tuesday (May 
26th-Ed.)." 

May 28th: 'The Express Company has 
managed ro change irs business ro the new 
route . in order ro give Klamath Falls the 
advantage of a better service, bur the 
Government has made no progress that is 
perceptible cowards having the mail which 
is far more important, changed over. The 
mail arrived here from Pokegama about 
3 o'clock this afternoon. According to 
E. T. Abbott this will be a regular thing. 
It will arrive at Pokegama about 7 p.m. 
and will remain there until the following 
morning when it will be brought on tO 

this city. At this time of the year it is 
impossible to run a night service as in 
places the roads are almost impassable dur
ing the day. Until the transfer is made 
to Dorris this city will have an afternoon 
service, bur the rime of deparrure will be 
the same as heretofore. In some respectS 
the new schedule will expediace mails, 
bur in others it will cause a dela}' of almost 
rwent}'-four bourse. It would be tO the 
interests of this ciry to have the mail route 
changed and there is no occasion for the 
delay in affecting the change. Several 
weeks ago the route inspector recommend
ed that the transfer be made, but it seems 
rhac his recommendation reached a waste 
basket jnsread of the Depanmenr. Ac lease 
nothing more has been heard of it. The 
mail should arrive here with the express 
for as it is ic is quicker tO send by Wells
Fargo than it is to use the mails." 

The first mail, b)' way of the new rail
road from Weed to railhead at Dorris, 
seems tO have arrived in Klamath Falls, on 
June 1, 1908, via Teecers' Landing and the 
Steamer Klamath. ( Klamath Echoes 1965. 
Page 50.). 

The usual procedure for a town or 
business center, when losing irs livelihood 
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in those days, seems to have been ro burn. 
Pokegama was no exception. The Re
publican of September 10, 1908 reporrs: 
.. Fire practically wiped our Pokegama, the 
rerroinus of the Klamath Lake Railroad in 
K lamath Counry, Friday night. The depot, 
warehouse, score, post office and offices of 
the Algoma Lumber Company were burned 
ro the ground. The loss of goods will 
amounr co 54,000 and the buildings were 
worth $5,000. 

"The fire started ar 5:30 Friday evening 
and was caused by the explosion of a 
gasoline tank. E. T. Abbon, General 
Manager of the road, srare:s that he was 
filling two five gallon cans with gasoline 
from a tank. He had fi lled one: of the 
cans and was jusc returning with the sec
ond one, when he noticed a flame of fire 
coming from che rank. The gasoline was 
scattered over che building and it spread 
in an instant. Mr. Abbott was nor more 
chan four feet from rhe rank when the 
fire started, and ic is considered miracu
lous thar he was nor burned. He says 
thar he is unable co explain how he escaped. 
There was no fire anywhere around and 
Mr. Abbott says he was the only person 
in the viciniry when the fire sraned. 

"Quire an amount of freight was stored 
in the warehouse, which had nor been 
raken away since the freight tl--ams were 

caken off the road. This was a coral loss. 
Ic is estimated that the value of the freigbr 
would amoum to S 1,200 co S 1 ,500. The 
Algoma Lumber Company had about a 
S2,500 stock of supplies in their ware
house .... ·· 

With this fire, the swry of freighting 
and staging between P'okegama and Kla
math Falls is about wrapped up. 

Commencing January !, 1909, stage and 
freight lines were abolished, and an all 
boac service was established between Ady, 
end of the railroad, and Klamath Falls. 

On January 21st, it was announced chat 
Bob Garrecr and John Louden had taken 
sixteen stage horses belonging co W. R. 
Davis, to rhe Ady ranch near Midland to 
place on pasrure. 

A week larer, January 28rh, ir was an
nounced that Mclnrire's reams were all 
being kept ar the Scearns ranch. 

Then on February 4th, ir was reported: 
"The Mclmire Transportation Company 
has brought all irs heavy freight wagons 
ro chis ciry, where rhe beds are ro be 
removed. The wagons with the canvas 
arc ro be shipped ro Los Angeles, where 
Mr. Mcintire has a contract for hauling 
cement, gravel, ere., on the 200 mile ditch 
which the cit~· of Los Angeles is construCt
ing to furnish water to rhe ciry. The Mc
Intire Company owns 60 bead of horses 

-Priest photo 
The end of an era. Pokegama stages no longer used, stored on shore of Lake 
Ewauna. p robably in 1908. 
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and 18 wagons which will be used on the 
Lcs Angeles job." 

Two weeks later, Februar}' 18, 1909, 
the Rept~blican announced that ]. M. Mc
intire would leave for Los Angeles the 
next day. That his famous mule teams, 40 
head, were to be shipped soon, the harness 
and other outfictings being al ready shipped. 
The wagons were to be left at Klamarh 
Falls and sold by G. W . Mclnrire of the 
Farmers Implement & Supply House. 

Drivers co go sourh and continue work
ing for Mcintire were: Charles Scott, A. 
F. Mcintire, Lum Lowdan, Ross Pocter 
and Jim Marshall. 

Finally, ]. M. Mcintire sold his interest 
in rhe Oregon and California Transfer 
Company to Robert Garrett. 

As Told to Me 
by Charlie Biehn 

. . . 
l liiUIIUUIIIIIIIIIUUIUIIIIIIIJIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIliiiiiiUIIIttUIIIIIIIIIIIUIIUIU 

When I came here, Ashland was the 
end of the railroad. That was in 1886, 
when I was seven years old. 1 wa.s born 
at Sandy, Oregon, in 1879. 

We lived at Swan Lake in my younger 
days, and I wenc tO school there. School 
only ran for three months our of !:he 
year. I only had co walk about one mile, 
while some of the kids, the Liskeys, 
Schmorrs and ochers had co walk chree or 
four or even more. The school was about 
the middle of the valley. 

I once cried co gee a job at Snow. I was 
just a kid and didn't know anything about 
logging so didn't gee on. I did ride Old 
Blue down to the head of the log chute 
though. 

I was about twenty-two when I started 
driving co Pokegama. Before that I had 
driven a freight ream co Ager a few times, 
and made a few rrips co Ashland after 
flour. Martins had a flour mill here, bur 
had no wheat. They also had a mill at 
Keno, but no wheat there either. They 
finally built in che wheat country, down 
at Merrill. 

I only drove scagc, part rime, sort of a 
relief driver. I didn't like it because one 
night you would stay at Pokegama and the 
next night at Klamath Falls, and that way 
I couldn't see my girl who lived half way 
between. She was an Anderson. 

When I freighted, we always stayed at 
Chase's Station, both going and coming. 
That way I could see my girl, you see the 
old Anderson place was only about three 
miles away. 

It took us five days co make che round 
trip co Pokegama. From Klamath Falls 
we reached Chase's the first night and then 
reached Pokegama about noon the next 
day and load up in rhe afrernoon. Some
rimes, though, it would take us till ten 
or eleven. We stayed all night at Pokeg
ama. Stayed in renrs, as there were no 
buildings there at that rime. W ell, there 
were a couple, a good depoe-freight ware
house, an open freight plarform and an 
office building. Oh yes, I believe the barn 
was made of lumber. 

We always left Pokegama as early as 
we could-usually about 6:30, right after 
breakfast. Would make Chase's chat night, 
tben usually on in ro the Falls the next 
day. AJways went b}' Chase's in the 
summer, but sometimes around by Spencer 
Creek in !:he winter. It was two miles 
closer by Chase's. ln rhe winter, we would 
stOp overnight at Gene Spencer's or some
times I would make it co the Anderson 
place so I could visit my girl. The next 
day we would reach Keno or Emmit's 
ranch, depending on which way we were 
going or the condition of the road. I 
always would rather stay at Emmit's, they 
furnished berrer food to eat.• The next 
day we would make it on into Klamath 
Falls. 

When I quit driving stage, George Pot
ter took my place. There was a brown 
horse in the team that was a son-of-a-gun, 
real mean. They could never shoe any 
of the horses without throwing and tying 
them. 

I remember George Galbreath was tak
ing out a stage load of dead-heads, fellows 

76. 



who had been working in this country, and 
was showing bow fast he could drive. When 
he went down Chase Hill, the road di
vided into several branches and he was 
going so fast he didn't know which one 
to rake. The stage bir a big pine rree and 
Galbreath was killed. 

I remember another accident. \'(fe 
wouldn't whip the horses as much as Travis 
the manager of the stage company wanted, 
so he went to Yellowstone Park and hired 
two drivers from the line up there. One 
of these fellows on his first trip was 
driving roo fast when he hie rhe approach 
ro the bridge west of Chase's. Tried to 
slam on the brake, bur the Jacob's staff 
broke and the stage rolled over. Nobody 
was seriously hurt bur Travis had co settle 
up for the damages and that ended those 
fellows. 

We called the bridge west of Chase's 
the "Dam" Bridge. Ar first the wagon 
bridge was built on cop of che dam, then 
afrer the dam rotted so much it was un
safe, the bridge was built in front of the 
dam. 

The pull off the "Dam" Bridge was the 
worse we had on the road. Sometimes if 
we accidentally loaded roo heavy ac Po
kegama, we would drop our rrailer wagon 
if we were alone and rake rhem up one ar 
a rime. If another freighter was along 
we would double ream up the pitch. 

I hauled in the first launch ever brought 
in, I think it belonged co B. St. George 
Bishop. I brought in rwo others Iacer, 
ar one rime. I double decked them. 

I drove Mclntire's ten-mule ream just a 
trip or two, ro relieve Lum Lowdan rhe 
regular driver. 

The largest stage coach on the run from 
Pokegama could haul sevenreen people, 
nine inside, two on the front dickie sear, 
two on cop and two on the back dickie. It 
was owned by Travis and he used six 
horses on it. There was never enough 
business on the Ager or Ashland run for 
a stage this large. 

Joe Moore freighted on both the Agcr 
and Pokegama roads and was a better 

driver than his brother Jim, who used ro 
whoop and holler, and get his ream ex
cited on the hills. Joe married Mrs. Beale, 
who lived near the west end of the Link 
River Bridge. Jim wenr co Corning, Cali
fornia, from here and was killed in a lum
ber yard down there. Joe Moore used ro 
get drunk, and if he decided to turn his 
ream around, he didn't care where it was 
bur would turn an}rwhere. 

I never owned my own freight ream, 
alwars drove for someone eise. 1 quit 
driving a year or so before the railroad 
came in. I wanted to get married and got 
a better paid job so I quit. Some fdlows 
would get married and then live with 
their folks, but I wanted to be able ro 
support a wife myself. 

At one rime Henry Straw ran the Mam
moth livery Stable, on Main srreec. He 
used to send rigs our ro Pokegama to pick 
up people who didn 't want co ride on the 
stage. I drove chose some. 

Gene Spencer rook up a homestead at 
the foot of Hayden Mountain, where be 
kept a stage station. Quine Anderson, no 
relation to the other Andersons, had a 
homestead between the Spencer Station 
and the Anderson ranch, but never kept 
freighters. He Iacer moved co Bly, I think. 

I rode rhe old Pokegama railroad when 
the passenger coach was a box car. Later 
I rode it when they had a passenger coach, 
which seems to me had only about half 
the space for passengers that a regular 
coach did. (The old combination coach
Editor). 

Ed Way was the conductor of this train 
and I remember one rime, two huskies got 
on at Pokegama and when Ed came around, 
refused co pay. Ed didn't say anything, 
bur when they got down the line several 
miles, signaled the engineer ro stop the 
train. Then very nice he invited the rwo 
fellows to look at che scenery. When chey 
came to look, Ed pushed one off the train, 
and kicked the ocher off. 

Charlie Adams used ro run the old 
trolly here. Would only make one trip 
a day at rimes. He lived our on Conger 
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A venue, and would come down ro one of 
the saloons and play solo all day, then 
drive home in the evening. 

As Told to Me ... 
by Ray Hunsaker 
llllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

I starred driving one of my farher"s 
freighr reams when I was fourteen or 
fifteen years old. He had three or so very 
fine reams. We were freighting from 
Ager chen, ir was jusr before me railroad 
reached Pokegama. I was born in 1890. 

From Ager our first srop was Bogus, run 
by Bloomingcamp, over some very rough 
dobe roads. At certain times of rhe year 
when rhe dobe was rough, we had ro dean 
the wagon wheels every litde ways. We 
carried dobe sticks, made our of a pick 
candle, flattened on the large end and 
kepr greased, ro dean the wheels. 

Our nexr srop was usually the Parks or 
Snackenburg ranches. The next srop was 
rhe Kerwin ranch near the foor of Topsy 
grade. We always tried ro pull Topsy 
Grade early of a morning, while it was 
cool. We never uncoupled our wagons, 
usually loaded so we didn't have ro. Some
rimes though, we had to double our teams. 
I ruined a fine mare once on Topsy. 
"Curved" her. She was high spirired, 
slipped on the rocks and ruined her hind 
legs. 

Another srop for us was at Charlie 
Elgin's place at the rop of Topsy Grade. 
He and his morher ran it. Next was 
Chase's and then on inro Klamath Falls. 
We never sropped ar Keno. 

Afrer Pokegama opened up we freight
ed from there. We brought in the old 
trolly from Pokegama. Loaded it on a 
Jogging wagon and came right in without 
any trouble. Henry Srout drove our 
four-horse ream on this haul. 

After the railroad reached Bray, we 
freighted from there ro Teerer's Landing, 
and the Sreamer Klamarh brought rhe 
freight in the rest of the way. 

After we pulled off the old freight 
roads, I used ro freight over rhe Old Fort 
Road ro Ft. Klamath. 

I also drove drummers around the 
country, Merrill, Bonanza, and Lakeview. 
(To the presenr generacion: a drummer 
was a traveling salesman, who carried his 
samples with hjm to display ro prospective 
purchasers- Ed.). I used an old srage 
and four horses. 

Bill Hill was an old rime driver. 
John Bateman, Joe and Jim Moore, 

freighred mosrly from Ager, although they 
did some from Pokegama. Mclnrire was 
mosdy from Pokegama and the end of 
rhe railroad coming in from Weed. 

Algoma Mill at 
Pokegama ... 
tl l l lllllllllllltllllllltlllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllltiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiUIIIIIIIIIII I IIIIIIIIliiiU 

Shortly before the Republican of May 
21, 1908 bad announced rhe end of freight
ing and sraging from Pokegama, another 
issue of rhe same paper, that of April 16th, 
reponed rhe following: "A large sawmill 
is being builr ar Pokegama. About twenty
five men are now employed on the building 
and it is stared that the mill will be in 
operarion by the first day of July." 

Ir seems rhar the Algoma Lumber Com
pany, owned by the Faye Fruir Company 
and E. J. Grant, had bought cutting righrs 
of several million feer in rhe Pokegama 
area ( Lumbering in Klamath by Lamb; 
The Siskiyou Pioneer, 196 5 ) . The mill 
was built approximately three-fourths of a 
mile south of the d.epot sire at Pokegama. 
A spur crack connected the plaor with the 
Klamath Lake Railroad. The company 
also had a short line running into their 
holdings, of which some of the equipment, 
judging from pictures, may have been 
moved from the old Pokegama Sugar Pine 
Lumber Company's logging railroad a short 
disrance ro the west. 

Newspaper references to Pokegama, from 
chis time on, are very few. One, on July 
1, 1909, Republicatl, announced that "rhe 
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-Maude Baldwin photo 
Tents at Pokegama, possibly at the July 4, 1909 celebration. 

employees of rhe Klamarh Lake Railway 
and the Algoma Lumber Company and 
rheir friends and neighbors will unite in 
a celebration of rhe Fourrh of July at Po
kegama Monday, July 5th. Log rolling 
in rhe mill pond, baseball, foot races, wirh 
fireworks and a dance in rhe evening are 
among rhe features of the day's program. 
The committee in charge is composed of 
H. L. Swift, Jos. Frazelle, G. C. Alvey 
and W. A. Brown." 

Late that fall, November 18rh, it was 
reporred that Uel M. Bussey, reacher at 
Pokegama, bad died. 

Exacrly when the mill ceased operations 
has not been definirely established, al
though it can probably be closely approxi
mated. 

(Lumbering in Klamath, by W. E. 
Lamb ), states: "In 1910 ( 1908 .tbove 
established- Ed.) rhe Algoma Lumber Co. 

built a large mill at Pokegama, which ran 
rhree seasons and shut down in 1912 
(probably lace 1911, if the 'three seasons' 
is correct - Ed.) Operation of the rail
road was then discontinued. . . The 
Algoma Lumber Company rhen moved 
their machinery from Pokegama and built 
a mill (at Algoma-Ed.) ... " 

Hal Ogle, stationed at Potter's Mill in 
1911 and Pokegama in 1912, thinks chat 
both mills were probably dismantled some
rime during the summer of 1911. 

The Republican of May 9, 1910 some
what clears Mr. Lamb's statements by es
tablishing the beginning of operations at 
Algoma by reporting, "the mill will begin 
sawing abour August lst." 

It therefore seems that the Algoma saw
mill operations ceased at Pokegama, some
rime before August 1, 1910. 

Three years later, on Ocrober 16, 1913, 
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the Republican wrote: "Some two or three 
years ago, when Krebs Brothers bought 
2,300 acres of land near Pokegama from 
which the cimber had been cut, from the 
Algoma Lumber Company, people won
dered for what purpose this immense rracc 
of land had been secured. 

"A few days ago a crew of laborers com· 
menced the task of dearing away the 
underbrush on this same tract, and specu· 
lation was again rife as to what end the 
owners had in view. 

"Now comes the informacion that Allu
vial Land Company, which same is owned 
by Krebs Brothers-will inaugurate a col
onization project on this rracr early in the 
coming spring. It is surmised that pre· 
paracions have already been made for an 
influx of German colonists, though the 
manager of the Alluvial Land Company 
declares that when the traCt is prepared for 
home seekers it will be available to settlers 
of any and all nationalities. 

"The German colonist idea may have 
arisen from the fact that a man from 

Germany, purporting to represent a num
ber of his countrymen, who will arrive in 
America next spring, has been in consul
racioo with rbe Alluvial Land Company's 
head office at Salem, and with the mana
gers of the Alluvial Land Company, visited 
the traet: of land ac Pokegama." 

Next, on July 29, 1916, the Alluvial 
Land Company, Conrad Krebs, President, 
and H. M. Dickerson, Secretary, gave a 
"Corporation Warranty Deed" to the Po
kegama Livestock Company on some lOSO 
acres for $2,500.00. 

Finally, Weyerhaeuser Timber Company 
commenced logging operations at Camp 4, 
in the northern portions of the Pokegama 
country, and near the Klamath Falls-Ash
land Highway, during the spring or sum
mer of 1937. They mainrained a con
tinuous logging operation in the area unti l 
the summer of 1954. At lease we know 
the cook house at the camp was dosed in 
July, 1954. The rails on the logging road 
may have been taken up during 1955. Any 
logging carried on later, in the area, was 

-Hal Ogle photo 
First Pine Beetle Control Camp in Klamath County. Located just north of the Pokegama 
country at Sheepy Creek in 1911. Left to right: Hoffer and Glendenning, Bureau of 
Entomology, Mrs. Sam Hill, Sam Hill, unknown. 
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-Maude Bald win photo 
Possibly the July 4, 1909 celebration at Pokegama. 

done by rrucks. And, the Klamath Fire 
Protective Association still maintains a few 
buildings at the old Camp 4 sire, for their 
summer fire crews. 

As Told to Me • • • 
by Hal Ogle 
lllllllllllllltlllllllllllllllllltllllllltlllllllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

The first year, 1910, I worked for tht> 
old Klamath-Lake Counries Fire Patrol 
Association, I was stationed at Keno for 
a few days. After that, I went to Jenny 
Creek and was there the whole season, 
except for a few days, when I went to 

Potter's Mill to help the fire patrolman 
there. 

In 1911, I was stationed at Potter's Mill 
the entire season, all alone. I lived in an 
old house that was still standing there then. 
I imagine I arrived there about June 1st. 

I remember they steamed up the old 
sawmill, which was still standing. I sup
pose, to see what kind of condition the 
equipment was in, before dismantling. The 
railroad was still there, because I can re
member them hauling our the old mill 
machinery. 

In 1912, I was stationed at Pokegama 
with Ray Hackard. We lived in the old 
depot that season. They began rearing up 
the tracks about the time we moved in. The 
Algoma sawmill was gone, so I suppose they 
dismantled it at about the same time they 
did Potter's Mill, in 1911. 
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I remember Jack Kimball cold me that 
Abbott disliked him, and would nor lee him 
ride on the train unless he paid. Got 
quire a kick our of ir. You see, Weyer
haeuser owned che railroad and Kimball 
was in charge of the Fire Association and 
looked after the Weyerhaeuser timber. 

They moved some of the old buildings 
from Porter's to Dixie on Long Prairie 
Creek. Then when the big fire in Cali
fornia jumped across the scare line, it 
burned most of them. 

As Told to Me . . . 
by Vera ( Frain) Clemmens 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllll 

I first rode on rhe old Klamath Lake 
Railroad in about 1905 or '06. My uncle, 
Ed Way, was the conductor on the train. 
At that time, he lived in Thrall. We rode 
our horses ro Pokegama, left them there, 
and went by train to Thrall. I was a 
privileged charaaer, because my uncle 
worked on the uain, I got ro ride in the 
engine. 

I went ro school at Pokegama for pare 
of the 1909 season, Mom wenr over also, 
to cake care of me. The nexc cwo years, 
1910 and 1911, r Stayed with my Uncle 
Ed, who had moved up there by that tim~:. 

He lived near the Algoma Mill, and kept 
the post office in their house. 

M)• folks used m sell supplies to the 
people at Pokegama, meat, eggs, garden 
scuff and most everything. Dad delivered 
ducks and chickens co rhe Chinese cooks, 
who objected to the dressed product. "We 
like urn live." 

I remember once (probably the July 
5, 1909 celebration-Ed.), we walked from 
home to Pokegama, 7 miles, then danced 
all night, and went ro the foot races, log 
rolling and baseball game the next day, 
then walked the - miles home. The ball 
game was between Klamath River and 
Montague. Bill Hoover, my Uncle Rod 
Frain, and my Dad played for Klamath 
River. \Y/e woo, too. The women folks of 

the cwo reams almost got in a fight, had a 
real roogue-Jashing. 

On Saturday nights, while I lived at 
Pokegama, we used co rake the Helen 
Grant ( Engine # 1254, of the Klamath 
Lake Railroad, named for the wife of E. 
J. Granr, one of the owners of the saw
mill-Ed.), and ride to the top of the bluff 
on the logging road, from where we 
could see the buildings at the mouth of 
Shovel Creek. We then had ro walk cwo 
and a half miles, down the hill and cross 
the river on a foot bridge. We would 
dance all night in the old Billiard Hall at 
Beswick, then climb back up the hill two 
and a half miles, board the engine again 
and ride back to the mill at Pokegama. We 
rode in the render, some on the wood, some 
on benches, some stood up, and some rode 
in the cab, but we had a lor of fun. 

Some of the reachers at Pokegama were 
Erhel Wentz, Uel Buss<.')', a man by the 
name of Hall, who beat Frankie Nosier 
with a hose until he injured him, Abe 
Hendegard and a man named Arnold. 

Final Days of 
Pokegama 
Utilities .. . . 
t•tUIIIUUIUIIIIUUUIU.UJUIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIUtllllllltllllr!IIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllnlltllltfffllUIII 

The final chapter in the Pokegama srory 
deals with the aaivities of the predeces
sors of the Pacific Power & Light Company. 
When the power idea was first conceived 
is unknown, but it has been wrirten that 
the first small unit was built in 1901. 
(Siskiyou County Yearbook, 1949. Page 
29.) Materials and machinery were 
freighted in by wagon. 

Regardless of what may have been done 
in the past, we do know char on August 
7 , 1902, the Rep11blican reprinted the fol 
lowing from the ]otm~al : "Jesse Churchill 
and Hubert Steele are now getting plans 
made for their electric plant ar Fall Creek 
on the Klamath River, which with about 
700-foot fall, they expea ro develop 2,000 
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-Courtesy Klamath County Museum 
No. 7. the Shay engine used by the Klamath Lake Railroad on the Copco Spur. 
hauling in the upper half of the g en era tor frame. which contained the armature 
coils. lor Copco Dam No. 1. 

to 2,500 horse power. The water is to 
be taken out from above the falls, which 
will diminish the quanciry of water drop
ping down a distance of over 150 feet ac 
one point and falls lower down. The new 
railroad will pass close by the falls, on 
which apparatus and pipe can be hauled, 
as soon as the projectOrs of this enterprise 
are in readiness to sec up works. It may 
not be long before railroads may be run 
by this power in place of steam locomo
tives, a system receiving much attention 
from points in the ease." 

As a direct result of these plans, the 
Siskiyou Electric & Power Company was 
incorporated August 15, 1902. Work on 
the plane started that fall. 

The Republicatl of January 22, 1903 
reponed: ". . . Fall Creek power plant 
expected to be ready March lsc ... Big 
ditch on top of bluff, 4,800 feet, is com
pleted. . . . nearly 700 feet fall, . . . 
trench carrying pipe line from the pensrock 
atop hill ro plant nearly completed. Within 
a week, 16 carloads of pipe will arrive on 

the ground." 
On August 13th, ic was further reported: 

·· . . . pipe co carry water from Fall 
Creek to rhe Penstock is 2,800 feet long." 
The plant was completed in September of 
that year. 

The following is condensed from "The 
History by Years of California-Oregon 
Power Co., by George V. Taylor." 

The California-Oregon Power Company, 
commonly called "Copeo," was incorporated 
December 15, 1911, and cook over the 
properties of several ocher power companies 
on January 1, 1912. However, these 
companies continued active for several 
years in order to complete or acquire cer
tain properties in accordance with their 
contracts wirh Copco. 

The Siskiyou Electric Power & Light 
Company, successors of a former corpora
cion, in accordance with its contract with 
Copco, started work on Copco Number One 
Dam and Planr on Klamath River above 
Fall Creek in 1912. To aid in conStruc
tion of the dam and plant, a three mile spur 
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was built to the sire from a point on the 
old Klamath Lake Railroad, about cwo 
miles above Fall Creek. It was about 
this time, that the upper twelve or so miles 
of railroad were dismantled, there being 
no further use for it, and pan at least used 
in construCting the new spur. 

On July 8, 1914, a post office was es
tablished at Copco, which ran until May 
15, 1954, when it was closed ro Horn
brook, and a mail route established from 
that place. (California Post Offices.) 

After a shut-down during World War 
I, the first 10,000 Kilowatt unit was fin 
ished and ready for service in 1918. 

The work of raising the dam and install
ing rhe second unir at the Copco Number 
One Plant was started in December, 1921, 
by Copco itself, and completed in February, 
1922. 

In August, 1921, Copco acquired title 
to the old Klamath Lake Railroad from 
Thrall, California to the stare line, which 
it had been leasing since 1914. Ir was 
used occasional!}' thereafter, until about 
early 1934, and was fioali)• taken up in 
February, 1942. 

Construction on Copco Number Two 
Plant, some four miles down-stream from 
Number One, was started in December, 
1921, and finished in August, 1925. Dur
ing this latter construction project, th~ 
railroad, by now known as "Copco Rail
road," had the following rolling srock: "one 
Shay and one Hysler locomotive wirh a 
few flat and box cars; some 'scooters,' Bu
das, a few Model T Ford cars with home
made bodies, a Whire rruck and a trailer 
and a very old Reo car, the latter motor 
driven machines, all equipped with flanged 
steel wheels to run on rails." 

Copco commenced construCtion on its 

Big Bend Plant of the Klamath River, in 
July, 1956. On October I, 1958, it was 
placed in commercial operation, and is 

now known as the John C. Boyle Dam. 
Water from this dam, backs up ro Spen-

cer Creek and several historical spots have 
thus been lost to sight. One is the old 
emigranr ford above rhe present highway 
bridge and another is the old 1889 "Dam 
Bridge." 

Construction on the Iron Gate regulat
ing dam was scarred in April, 1960, and 
completed January 13, 1962. With com
pletion of this dam, sections of the old 
north side wagon road, and later day 
Klamath Lake Railroad below Fall Creek 
were covered by water and likewise lost 
to sighr. 

As Told to Me . .. 
by Gracie ( Brothers) Kouts 
IIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIItllllllllllllliiiUIIIIIIIfiiiiiiiiiiiiiUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

My father's name was Oliver Richard 
Broth~rs. We came to Klamarhon on May 
1, 1902, when father was forty-six years 
old. He had been a track walker for 
Southern Pacific. 

Father used to work for l indley, on the 
old Klamath lake Railroad. He looked 
after the tresrles and a lot of ocher things 
for Lindley, was Lindley's roust-about. 

After Weyerhaeuser bought the Kla
math Lake Railroad, father went tO work 
on the trains, larer on becoming foreman. 

We moved to Pokegama in the late sum
mer or early fall of 1909. Later· we lived 
at the north end of the steel bridge across 
rhe Klamarh River below Fall Creek, right 
in the angle formed where the wagon road 
used to cross the railroad. Morher cooked 
and served meals to the passengers on the 
railroad. 

J n later years my husband, Leo Kouts, 
rook old # 259 ro Sacrameoro. It was the 
engine that looked like the one on rele
vision now, in Perricoat Junction. The 
old Three Spor somewhat resembled Lirtle 
Blue, bur was larger. 

Lindley first had the hotel at Laird, then 
Abborr, who changed the name to Thrall. 
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-Priest photo 
Another logging railroad near the Pokegama-Klamath Falls freight road. Ackley 
Brothers, John and Harry. logging operation near Keno. Loaded cars ran by 
gravity from the woods to the Klamat.h River. Pulled back empty by horses. 
The Ackley mill was located at Klamath Falls on present site of the Modoc 
Lumber Compcny plant. P. S. Puckett at left, others unidentified. 

MY LIFETIME IN KLAMATH COUNTY 

TRANSPORTATION AND SALE OF LOGS AND TIMBER 

O.K.PUCKETI 

Phone 884-6115 120 N. 7th Street 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 



-A Hessig photo, courtesy A. A. Soule 
Peeled log deck cit the head of the log chute. Left to right. Fred Frain, George 
Cook. unknown. 

First National Bank of Oregon 
The State Wide Bank with Home Town Service 

Member 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

"WHERE TO CALL" 

First National Bank of Oregon 

Klamath Falls Branch, 601 Main ------------------ ... 882-3444 
South Sixth Street Branch, 2809 So. 6th __________________ 884-7751 
Merrill Branch, 206 E. Front _____________ . . 798-5211 



-Maude Baldwin photo 
New Pokegama , the tent city at the end of the rails. Wailing room at the right. 

Modoc Lumber Company 
Manufacturers of Old Growth - Soft Texture 

PONDEROSA PINE LUMBER 

TRUE FIRS - DOUGLAS FIR - SUGAR PINE 

• 
P. 0. Box 257 KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 



-Maude Baldwin photo 
High trestle ac:rou Fall Creek on the Klamath Lake Railroad. The "Three Spot" 
pulling the panenger box-c:ar. 

John H. Houston 
EQUITABLE'S LIVING INSURANCE- SERVICE SINCE 1921 

114N.7th KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON Phone 884-3221 

• 
C. Buz Larkin 

GENERAL INSURANCE and BONDS 

114 N . 7th KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON Phone 884-31 08 



-Ray Telford photo 
Stage from Pokeqama to Klamath Falls, at Spencer's S tation at eastern base 
of Hayden Mountain-1905. 

U.S. National Bank of Oregon 
KLAMATH FALLS BRANCH 

8th & Main 

• 

TOWN & COUNTRY BRANCH 

3720 So. 6th 

Phone: 882-5581 

• 
FREE PARKING- 8th & KLAMATH 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 



-Courtesy Siskiyou County Historical Society 
Stages loading at the depot and freight warehouse. Pokegama. 1903-1908 period. 

BANK OF KLAMATH FALLS 

HOME OWNED AND OPERATED 

COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE 

INCLUDING DRIVE-IN WINDOW 

FREE PARKING-BANK BY MAIL 

Member 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

6th & Klamath Ave. Phone 884-3114 



A new forest a long the Pokegama-Klamath Falls freight and stage road in the 
Hayden Mountain area. 

Lowell N. Jones Co. 



"Oh. for the good old days. 

COMPLIMENTS OF ... 

Midland Empire Insurance and Realty 

Clem and Sylvia Lesueur 

• 
1006 Main Street Telephone 882-3471 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 



Log drive on the Klamath River. October 3. 1900. Standing. left to right: Jim 
McCarty, unknown, McSherry, Dave Blackman. Ab Sharp. unknown, unknown. 
unknown. Jack McCarty. unknown. Sitting: Frank Woods. Ed Way, Rod Frain •. 

Balsiger Motor Company 
Your FORD Dealer 

Since 1923 

• 
NEW FORD CARS AND TRUCKS 

USED CARS AND TRUCKS 

• 
Main & Esplanade Telephone 884-3121 

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 
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