The New Museum Entrance by Bill Lewis
When I first heard about plans for the new entrance to the museum, I was excited to
document each step of its creation. The finished new sidewalk would have a large
replica of Klamath Lake, the Link River, Lake Ewauna and the Klamath River. There
were to be ten plaques embedded in the sidewalk depicting different sites along the
lakes and rivers. Mary Ann and I thought it would be great to sponsor one of the
plaques, so we did and now we had an emotional attachment to the project.
There was a first contract with the county . The start date came and went without
any action from the contractor. The end date of the contract came and went with no
action so a new contact had to be written.

Finally on July 23rd work began to
redo the sidewalk to the side front
entrance which would serve the the
temporary entrance to the museum
while the front and western sidewalks
were replace.

On August 12th the concrete was
poured for the temporary entrance. All
was ready to start on the main sidewalk.
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Then work began on the main sidewalk. But trouble was brewing.

There was a spring under the
surface causing a big muddy
mess. A great deal of the mud
was removed and replaced with
gravel .

The geothermal lines were laid out
and connected in all three sidewalks
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A foam model of the lakes and rivers
was laid out of the area, so the regular
concrete could be poured around it.

Finally the concrete was poured and
the project really started to come
together.

While the concrete was still wet and
curing, the plaques had to be installed and pounded down so they
were flush with the sidewalk.
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Experts were brought in to complete the installation of the plaques.

Next the foam model was removed
and replaced with concrete and
smooth gravel pressed into it to form
the permanent image of the lakes and
rivers. The frames for the planters
were also built.

Finished and ready to be enjoyed.
This is Mills elementary students
learning about Klamath Lake and the
adjacent water ways on June 6,
2022.
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