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KLAMATH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
RALPH W. SMITH
FOUNDER OF KLAMATH BRICK & TILE COMPANY

Following is an article compiled from
taped interview of Ralph W. Smith by Scott
Warren for Klamath County Museum in December 1965.
"We first came to Klamath Falls to
stay in 1914. We stayed just a short while
and went over to Medford for the summer."
Mr. Smith was born in Massachusettes
in 1886 and left from New York City, where
he had served an apprenticeship as a Brick
He
Mason and had attended night school.
arrived in San Francisco in September 1906
after the disasterous earthquake in April
of that year. He was married in Sacramento
in 1907. Sometime after this and before
bringing his family to Klamath Falls in
1914, Mr. Smith was in Klamath Falls as
he worked on several of the buildings including the city hall (still in use) and
the controversial courthouse which was on
the site of present Klamath Union High
School buildings. He also remembers walking from Ashland to Klamath Falls after his
family was here, probably in 1914. He recollected that he had probably made a trip
to the Coos Bay area and he and another
young man, whose name he could not recall,
walked from Ashland to Klamath Falls, starting early in the day and stopping to rest
for a time during the night somewhere on
top of the mountains before coming on into
Klamath the next day. When the Smiths came
to Klamath Falls, Mr. Smith remembers driving a team of horses from Sacramento, coming
by way of Big Valley and Bieber before getting into the Klamath Basin. One of that
team, a bay mare, was a part of their home
life for many years. She was used for both
saddle and harness work and was a purebred
Hamiltonian.
In the fall of 1917 the Smith family
moved back to Klamath Falls. They had lived
at Kirby for some of the intervening time
and had acquired about 50-head of cattle,
which had been moved to Grants Pass. Ralph
drove their cattle from Grants Pass to Klamath Falls. He remembered corralling them
at the Kerns place before bringing them to
the Nitschelm place on Shasta Way where
they lived for a time. This was in the
area of the present Lucile O'Neill school.
Later the family moved to South Sixth Street.

William had typhoid thefall of 1918, which
was the year of extensive flu epidemics all
over the country. Ralph remarked thtit
was the winter he was down so much.
Wendell said his father had the flu which
went into pneumonia. He was not well for
six-months. Wendell remembers standing on
an apple box to harness the bay mare to a
buggy so he could drive his sister to town
to get medicine. There was no overpass and
the railroad tracks, which were level with
the street, had to be crossed. One time on
the return trip, Wendell, confident there
wasn't anything at all that would scare the
bay mare, drove right up to the edge of the
track. She reared up and the engineer had
to get out of his engine, come down and take
hold of her.
There were three daughters and two sons
in the family and Ralph W. had twelve grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren in
December 1965.
In 1918 Ralph W. Smith started a brick
yard on Montelius Street, just north of
town. In 1924 the Smiths built a home on
Montelius Street. The first machinery was
obtained from Wattenburg and Goeller and
proved to be inadequate. They next bought
big machinery from Jacksonville, possibly
from the Big Pines Lumber Company. It was
moved over with large, solid-tire trucks,
probably by a firm in Medford as they used
three big old solid-tire trucks over the
old dirt road. In 1930 additional machinery
was bought and shipped from several locations
near the Livermore, California area and
brought by rail
through Dunsmuir to Klamath
Falls and moved via Eleventh Street to the
plant. William was in charge of this operation.
Clay for the brick was obtained right
back of the plant on the hill by taking
about eighteen-inches of soil off the top,
under which there was a layer of clay. They
later shipped in part of the clay from Lincoln, California as it made (and still does)
a very high quality brick. It is also compatable with the local clay.® The brick was
fired in wood up-draft kilns. The wood was
hauled from near Long Lake, down by Lakeshore
and on a road that ran along the river (Link).
This was usually a winter time activity done
by Ralph and William with a four-horse Learn
and a bob-sled. Firing was done directly
from the bottom up through the brick to a
height of about 40-courses. Sand was bought
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from "Cap" Wickstrom at one time and was
pumped out of the mouth of the Williamson
River onto the two big barges, about 40' x
60', they had along with two boats, one
of which was the EAGLE, a stern-wheeler
powered by an old thrashing machine engine.
The barges were brought down the lake to
sand bunkers located near the site of the
present Pelican Marina, from there it was
loaded into a "dump-wagon", a wagon-box
that would open up in the middle when a
lever was pulled. Klamath Brick had an
old Ford truck they used for hauling sand
and lime and for deliveries after teams of
horses were no longer used. Use of the
Williamson River sand was diminished in
the early '20's when the contractors decided it was too smooth due to the high pumice content. It also tended to have more
dirt which was hard to wash out.
Ralph W. Smith was a brick contractor
forced to manufacture the products he
needed as he could not obtain them from
his competitor. Cofer Brothers were
builders and had a brick yard just east of
Klamath Brick. Wattenburg and Goeller,
located about where Conger School is now,
were another known operation and there were
probably others. Clay deposits are located in several parts of the surrounding
area. Klamath Brick started manufacturing
tile in about 1935. The brick gets its
color from the heat as the clay is welded
in firing. The clay also determines depth
and degree of color.
Buildings for which Ralph W. Smith
takes credit include: The McCarthy building (later Alpha Apartments) Riley building
Arcade Hotel, Grizzle building, Anchor Hotel
besides work on the old Martin Brothers
Flour Mill and a new front for Ed Dunham's
Studebaker building on Sixth Street and
many others that memory failed to clearly
identify. One of the large brick firings
he remembered was in 1929 when 500,000
brick were burned'in the kilns for Weyerhaeuser.
Ralph W. Smith was hard-working and
always planning to provide for his family.
They used some of their land back of the
brick plant to raise an extensive patch
of dry-land potatoes in the first few
years after establishing their business
in 1918. One year Mr. Smith remembers they
had about 900-sacks of potatoes that sold
for either seven or nine dollars a sack.
Wendell and William recalled when they were
kids that R.H. Dunbar, City School Superintendent, started an original 4-H deal
where all the 4-H kids put in dry-land
potatoes on the slope. They used a team of
horses to plow furrows for planting and
covering the seed. They were mostly red
potatoes.
The Smiths remembered that from about 1919
until 1927 they stored most of the potatoes
that were raised in the area in their ware-
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house, including those of Hank Semon. There
were no railroads out through the valley as
it was a few years before the commercial
growing became extensive. To quote one
family member: "An interesting thing, it
was surprising how many of the fellows
"stove-piped" their potatoes. Do you remember what that was? ------well, they'd_
stick a stovepipe down in the middle of the
sack and fill around it with big potatoes
and fill the center with small potatoes,
and that was "stove-piping"! "These potatoes
were very large--only about three to a hill."
"Someone over around the park raised Blue
Centennials and those darn things would get
as large as your head and they'd keep 'til
"kingdom come". I don't know if they ever
did rot."
Another incident remembered with glee
Wendell
and concerning an Italian rock
by
mason doing work for "Cap" Wickstrom, is
came
quoted as follows: "Mr.
over to see Dad (from the Wickstrom home on
the lake-Front Street), about something and
Bill offered to give him a ride over (back)
and he got him in his old Model-T Ford pickup and he took him right over the hill
through sage brush and everything, just
going like a son-of-a-gun and he said,
"I yump, I yump, I yump if you don't slow
down!". I'll never forget that! Bill was
just full of the devil that day. Ohh, that
was funny!"
Ralph W. was reminded that they had
almost chosen Moore Park as the site for
their brick yard. The only objection had
been that they couldn't cross the river
with the finished product to haul it to its
final destination, so the Montelius site
was developed and is still manufacturing
much of the brick used locally and many
parts of the Pacific Northwest.

6)-(2)information from WendeZZ Smith
December 1988
Madge Walker

A woman in her sixties was taking care
of her eightyish mother following a painful
surgury. A doctor pointed out that dressing the older woman would be much easier if
she got a wardrobe of large, slip-over
maternity dresses.
• The daughter went to a store and told
the clerk, "I'm looking for something in
maternity dresses."
The clerk looked astounded.
self?" she asked.

"For your-

"Of course not," the woman snapped.
"They're for my mother."
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TASTING PARTY UPDATE

RECIPES NEEDED
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Work has begun on our historical
cookbook which will be a fund
raising effort for the ENDOWMENT
FUND.
Some of you have submitted
family favorites, historical tidbits, and just good recipes you
enjoy.
Several categories need more
entries:
...SALADS
...BREADS
.. .MEAT DISHES
...VEGETABLES
...APPETIZERS & BEVERAGES
One section of the book will
have Holiday and Special OccSend your favorite
asion Menus.
along with the recipes. Please
double check ingredients, measurements, pan size, oven temperature, and good directions for
preparation. Not everyone will
be able to interpret, "cook
until done."
Send or bring your recipes to
the museum, 1451 Main Street.

COZETTE'S Cranberry Confections
have been a smashing success. The
Tasting Parties in November were
a big hit and lots of jars appeared
on holiday tables, more was purchased for gifts for the "person
who has everything" except
Brandied Cranberries
Sugarless Cranberry Sauce
Cranberries in Port
Cranberry Syrup
Cranberry Catsup(its good,too)
Cranberry Marmalade
Cranberry Hazelnut Compote
with Rum (everybody's favorite)
Svenska Dill Sauce
Pear Harlequin
Then, during the November meeting
of the Historical Society, we
offered more tasting which was
a profitable venture for the
Carol Mattos had to
gift shop.
make two phone calls to Coos Bay
to keep up with orders and demand.
If you haven't tried these
Cranberry products, we have them
in the refrigerator and will be
The
happy to serve samples.
Museum is the only place in town
to buy this product.
FEBRUARY EVENTS PLANNED
The Museum Board is planning to
sponsor a series of events in
February and will be asking the
County Commissioners to declare
The
February MUSEUM MONTH.
Museum Dinner has been requested
and another event called a Decoris planned. This
ator's Showcase
will be a tour of a home decorated
by local Interior Designers. When
the program is finalized, we will
make up a calendar so that you
won't miss any of the fun.

ANTIQUE TOY SHOW SUCCESSFUL
"THE CREW", Susan Eberlein, Sharon
Whitwer, Nedra Putman, Carol Mattos
and Sue Fortune, created a
VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS
Garlands,
at the Baldwin Museum.
wreaths and swags decorated with
ribbon, bows, and lacy cornucopias
adorned the railings, hallways,
and doors.
One Christmas tree in
the parlor was decorated with
antique ornaments, and all the
packages everywhere added to the
These ladies
festive trimmings.
deserve a huge thank you and a
pat on the back for all their
work.
Hot cider and doughnuts
served
to over 150 guests
were
by the Soroptimist Community
Service Committee following the
Snowflake Parade. Private toy
collections were displayed on
Saturday the 10th and 256 people
signed the register that day.
Plans are being made
e
for 1989, Dec. 7, 8th.
If you would like to
share your old toys,
please contact Pat,
883-4208, soon.

MUSEUM
December Calendar
December 24....CLOSED
December 25....CLOSED
December 26....CLOSED
December 27-31...OPEN
January 1,2.. ..CLOSED
HAPPY NEW YEAR
1989

J
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
MUSEUM ENDOWMENT FUND!!
The larger the fund becomes, the quicker
the interest will accrue to be sufficient
to run the Museum without your tax dollars!!
Here are articles from the Herald and News
to give a further explanation...15 Dec.
MUSEUM ENDOWMENT FUND DESERVES SUPPORT
There's never a shortage of good causes,
especially this time of year.
One we'd like to especially recommend is
the Klamath County Museum Endowment Fund.
Money donated to it goes to support the
county's museum system, which is an outstanding one for a county this size. It
includes the county museum and the Baldwin
Hotel Museum in downtown Klamath Falls and
the smaller Fort Klamath Museum near Fort
Klamath.
All three give valuable insights into
the area's history, from the days before
white men first explored the Basin to the
jet fighters of today. It includes the
Indian heritage; the coming of the trappers, the army, the railroad and the Air
Force; the bitter and tragic Modoc Indian
War; the steam-boats on the lake and development of Klamath Falls from its
origins as "Linkville" on the banks of the
Link River. And more.
It's all there, a county's history kept
for the generations.
The goal of the foundation is to provide "adequate funds to the museums so
they are self-supported and do not require public tax funds." Such an ambitious move would benefit the county's taxpayers, aside from its preservation of the
Basin's culture, because it would free
county funds to be used elsewhere.
The museum system is more than just an
array of historical objects. It's a
unique collection of information about the
local area that's available for use by
students, individuals, government officials
and others.
The gifts--all sizes are welcome--should
be sent to the Klamath County Museum
Endowment Fund, Box 991, Klamath Falls 97601.
More than $16,000 has been donated so far.
Nobody else is as interested in the
area's historical record as the people who
live here. Nobody else will preserve it if
we don't.

in the community to visitors as well as
being an important repository for the
historical documents, photographs and artifacts. Government officials, individuals,
companies, students, historians and others
use the facilities for information pertinent to research," she added. "Preservation of the historical past is important
to any community."
The Endowment Board is committed to
raise funds, administer and invest funds.
To date $16,195 has been received to start
the fund. Administrators will be Pat
McMillan, president' Paul Fitzhugh, treasurer; and LouEllyn Kelly, secretary, Frank
Eberlein and Rod Murray are committee
members.
The public's help is needed and welcome.
Small memorial gifts or large donations
will grow to provide stability for a valuable community resource. A financial
gift, which is tax deductible, can be
mailed to the Klamath County Museum
Endowment Fund, P.O. Box 991, Klamath
Falls 97601.

The Klamath County Historical Society
Memorial Plaque was started in January
1988 to preserve the names of our deceased
members. Since January, I am sorry to say,
we have lost several members.
What could be a more lasting tribute to
their memory than having their name engraved on our Memorial Plaque in the lobby
of the Museum? A donation in their memory,
more lasting than flowers, will help preserve history as all in the Historical
Society are bound by our Constitution to
do. All donations are given to the
Museum Endowment Fund and are tax deductable.
As of 1 December 1988 the sum of $540.
has already been transferred to the
Klamath Museum Endowment Foundation and
is part of the $16,195 now invested.
To have a recent Historical Society
member's name engraved on our Memorial
Plaque send your donation to the:
KLAMATH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMORIAL
FUND....1451 Main St. Klamath Falls, 97601.
For a member whose death occurred before
1987, a donation of $100. will place
their name on the plaque.
*********

Herald and News...Sunday, 18 December 1988
MUSEUM FUND SET UP
A long-range goal was realized this year
when an endowment fund was established for
the benefit, support, improvement and maintenance of the Klamath County Museum,
Baldwin Hotel Museum and the Fort Klamath
Museum.
The ultimate goal of the new foundation
is to provide adequate funds for the
museums' operation, permitting them to be
self-supporting.
"This, as stated, is a long-range goal,"
said curator Pat McMillan. "The Klamath
County Museums are a positive influence

REMEMBER YOUR MUSEUMS AT CHRISTMAS TIME
AND START THE YEAR OUT RIGHT WITH A GIFT!!

The MUSEUM GIFT SHOP not only has
historical books and stories but also has
such items as necklaces, earrings, cards,
miniture furniture, tree decorations,
Cranberry products and many more
MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A
HAPPY, HEALTHY 1989!!!

col. 10

col. 9
I have asked for a small space in the
Trumpeter for my "exit" speech. I have
really enjoyed working and being associated with all of you.
I wish to say a big "Thank you" to
Mae Smith who, for three long years kept
me from wandering and worked very hard to
keep the Society on track. Mae was
always there, a pillar to lean on!
Thank you, Mae!!
In 1986 Alta Griffin was Secretary and
Leta Goehring Treasurer with Jim Flowers
and Hugh Currin as board members, a very
fine "crew". I would have been lost without them. We miss Alta very much.
In 1987 - 88 the Secretary job was
filled very abley by Janis Kafton and
Madge Walker was elected Treasurer with
the board remaining the same. Again I
found all I had to do was sit at the head
table and pound on it with the gavel.
Everyone pitched in when asked for Committee
work, projects and meeting participation.
We had several memorable tours, Barnes
Valley, Lower Klamath, Swan Lake to name
a few.
Hugh Currin passed away in 1988
leaving a very empty space which was filled
by Irene Currin's very gracious consent to
finish Hugh's term in office. Through the
people on this board the business of the
Klamath County Historical Society has been
carried out.
Through growth in memberships, completion of numerous projects and the friendly
participation in our meetings gives me
many pleasant memories to dwell on.
I thank you all!!
With Sincere Appreciation,

With a combined effort, the Friends of
The Museum and the Historical Society had
a very lucrative Rummage Sale, despite
there being several others those days. It
was held at the Museum Meeting Room November 18th and 19th for the benefit of the
Museum.
This event is an annual so before you throw
anything away in 1989 remember our Rummage
Sale in the fall. Pat has found a small
area where a few things can be stored for
the sale.
-$ -$-0
Just a line to say I'm living,
That I'm not among the dead.
Though I'm getting more forgettful,
And more mixed up in the head.
Sometimes I can't remember,
When I stand at the foot of the stair,
If I must go up for something,
Or if I've just come down from there.
And before the fridge so often,
My poor mind is filled with doubt.
Have I just put the food away,
Or have I come to take it out?
There are many times when it is dark out,
With my nightcap on my head,
I don't know if I'm retiring,
Or just getting out of bed.
So if it's my turn to write to you,
There's no need of getting sore.
I may think I have written you,
And don't want to be a bore.
So remember I
And wish that
But now it is
So I must say

do love you,
you were here.
nearly mail time,
"goodbye" my dear.
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Paul will still be active in the Historical
Society helping when and where he can.
As past president he will serve on the
board with Jim Flowers, Irene Currin and
our latest slate of officers: Co-ChairPersons Carol Mattos and Pat McMillan,
Vice President Bevdtly Cheyne, Janis Kafton
Secretary and Doris Peters Treasurer.
We will be off to a good productive start
on Thursday 26 January 1989 at 2 P.M.
Be sure to come and bring a friend who
might be interested in joining us.
Our hostesses for this meeting will be
Letta Goehring and Kay Rachford but we
need a third hostess. If you are able to
serve at this time please phone 884-6363.
Programs are another area where we need
help. If each member could think up one
idea we'd have enough for a year or two!
S.O.S!!
Make a list and bring it to Carol and Pat.
Let's make this term of office as easy as
possible for them.
IiIiiIIIII

There I stand beside the mailbox,
With a face so very red.
Instead of mailing you my letter,
I opened it instead.
My bifocals fit,
My dentures are fine.
My hearing aid works,
But I sure do miss my mind.
(source unknown)[but it may have been
brought on by the Christmas rush.]
12121?1912191219191

Evening Herald February 18, 1920
NOTICE to the public...All places of
public gathering are hereby closed until
this present ban is lefted (flu epidemic
in progress). NO games of any sort will
be permitted in pool rooms. The courthouse is to be opened up for hospital
use.
Sept. 6, 1920..Klamath Republican
Citizens are irate about the condition
of the road around Modoc Point. There
are too many big rocks in the roadway!
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IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN

TO KEEP THE RECORDS STRAIGHT

DUES ARE DUE!!

Please make the following corrections in

We are enclosing a self-addressed
envelope for your convenience.
The Klamath County Historical Society
dues are $3. per person annually.

the June 1988 Newsletter in the
Swan Lake story.
Dave Liskey not Jack was the husband of
Maudie
page 1...column l..paragraph 4.

Monthly Meetings are held in the Museum
Janssen not Jensen is the family name of
Christine Murray

Meeting Room on Spring Street....
the 4th Thursday of each month with

paragraph 3.

page 2...column 2

exceptions
Sorry about that ladies.

The winter meetings are at 2 P.M.
The May, September, October and November

(+) (+) (+)

meetings are at 7:30 P.M.
The December meeting, a Pot-Luck

Dinner

and installation of officers is held on
a Sunday early in the month.
Watch the DATE BOOK in the Herald and
News or Cooke Cablevision, Channel 2 for
the time.
June, July and August is vacation time
and the time for a Field Trip.

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM
DUES ARE DUE!!
The annual Dues are:
$3.00 per individual or
$5.00 per couple.
A Supporting Membership: $25. per year
Contributing: starts at $100.
Monthly meetings are held the 3rd
Tuesday of the month (with exceptions)
at 2 P.M. at either the County Museum
or the Baldwin Hotel Museum.
See the Herald and News DATE BOOK or
watch Cooke Cablevision Channel 2
for the PLACE.
Send your Dues to:
FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM
1451 MAIN STREET
KLAMATH FALLS, OR. 97601
*************

See you in January!!
HAPPY 1989!!
###################
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