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KLAMATH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMORIES OF MY FATHER
by Mary Wright McCauley
My father, Dr. H.A. Wright, was a true
pioneer of the Klamath Falls area. He and
my mother were married in November, 1888,
and went directly to Klamath Falls, where
he had already begun praCtising medicine.
They were a handsome pair. My mother
was a real beauty, with classic, regular
features, blond hair and blue eyes. My
father made a stalwart picture, appearing
to be much taller than he actually was, as
he had splendid posture--very erect-- and
held his head high, as he walked. Pictures
taken at that time show him wearing a long
full beard, which, he admitted, he grew
so that people would think him older than
he was, and have more confidence in him.
My father had a great love of his profession, and took pride in doing the best
job possible, and never failed to give
help to those who needed it. He traveled
many miles, into California even, to go
to those who needed his skills.
He kept a stable of fine horses that he
used in his calls. I always think of a
beautiful picture of one of them when I
see the "Altamont" sign, when I pass
through Klamath Falls, as this particular
horse bore the name Altamont.
Once, my father was making a call in
snowy winter weather, driving a rather
skittish young horse, who became frightened and overturned the sleigh my father
was riding in. Somehow, he kept control of
the horse, righted the sleigh, and then
proceeded to set his own broken leg! That
done, Dr. Wright proceeded to the home of
his patient, gave the necessary care, and
then drove on home, to continue his practice.
When my father died in Seattle, the
local medical journal paid tribute to his
fine life, and mentioned the difficulties
under which he had earlier worked. They
told of one situation that had occured at
a roundup of wild horses in Klamath Falls.
In the resulting melee, one man had an ear
bitten off by one of the horses. When my
father arrived, he found the ear, washed
it off thoroughly in a nearby irrigation
ditch, and neatly sewed it back on! The
wound healed, with no complications of
infections.
Several years after we left Klamath Falls
we were visited by a man who had been a
patient there. He had been badly injured
in an explosion--in a mine, I believe. He
wanted my father to see for himself how well
his patient was, after a passage of years.
This man carried with him a jar containing

alcohol, in which were bits of bone, some
pieces of a black felt hat, gravel, and,
of all things, some pieces of tissue which,
he insisted, were brains! I have never
forgotten his look of devotion, when he
thanked my father for the years of useful
living that had followed his accident, and
the remarkable job of restoration done.
My father and mother were a devoted
pair, loving each other deeply, and my
brother and I grew up in the atmosphere of
love. My father was the dominant head of
the family, but it was a loving domination.
They were early members of the Presbyterian
Church in Klamath Falls, and shaped their
lives around their Christian beliefs.
An example of my mother's belief that it
was wrong to take money for winning a horse
race comes to my mind. However, my father
loved to race his trotters and pacers
against the professional race horses that
followed the fall Fair circuit. I recall
being so proud and thrilled, watching my
father win by great lengths, often turning
and beckoning the laggards to catch up with
him. Needless to say, my mother was proud
too, but she insisted that my father turn
back the prize money to the Fair Association, as it would be wrong to keep it!
Even when the horses had to be given up
for automobiles, my father still felt he
should lead the procession, and felt somewhat abused when some other driver passed
him.
With all his gaiety and fun loving, my
father was gentle and tender. Children
adored him. His almost childlike love of
Christmas is still affecting the lives of
us all, as he was so impatient to give
presents, that we exchanged gifts on
Christmas Eve, rather than on Christmas day,
as so many families did. So, I, his last
living child, his four grandchildren, and
his eleven great grandchildren still consider Christmas Eve as so special, and we
gather together and continue with the
tradition he established.
Several of his descendants have visited
the Klamath Falls Museum, and noted the
desk and chair that used to be his. It
was shipped around Cape Horn, to the town
of Linkville. I wish I knew how many received the benefit of his warmth, skill,
and professional courtesy while he sat at
that desk. If it could only speak!
---from the files of Devere Helfrich--
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On July 11, 1890, The Klamath County
Star carried the professional announcement
of H.A. Wright, M.D. (uncle of Dr. George
Wright) establishing practise in Linkville.
He was among the first, if not the very
first, to be formally trained, who settled directly in the Klamath Basin.
---Klamath Country History book..pg.49

family of fourteen, and the good merchants
of Linkville loaded him up... It took him
several days to make the trip. He was a
new-comer and had not time to get ready
for winter.
Over the line in California the "D"
ranch lost 6000 head of cattle by starvation.
Seven buckaroos, among them Joe Otey, Veniel
Dorris and Henry Picard, took 1500 of them
through five feet of snow to what is known
as the Neal Sly Gulch, to cut down trees
for them to browse on. Most of them died."
The winter of 1894 was also one of deep
snow. Mrs. Otey recalls that she and her
husband went to Keno on a Friday night to
a dance. The next morning it was snowing
and they waited another day. They started
home Sunday morning, and it took three days
of hard work, with four head of horses, to
get the dostamce of 12 miles.
There is a golden glow about Mrs. Otey's
memories of those early times. No one, she
said, suffered for food, as everyone prepared for just such hard winters. People
made their own bacon and lard, hauled in
grain to Little Shasta or to Martin brothers
mill at Linkville, and got their supply of
flour.
We were a happy, jolly, neighborly
people," she recalled. "When we went to a
dance, we put the wagon box on the sled,
threw in some hay, put on four of the wildest horses, with a good driver, took our
lunch and went for miles.
"The deep snow made good crops and happy
people
It

To correct some false information we
received while on the tour of Laird's
Landing June 19, 1987, we will start by
saying: Dorris, California was never
called Dorris Bridge. That distinction is
for the area later named Alturus and we
quote from an article by Mrs. Lee A. James
in the Siskiyou Pioneer 1957 issue, page
16: "In 1870, Presley A. Dorris and partner, John Jackson, came through the Pit
River Valley looking for a new cattle
range. Presley A., his brother, Carlos
and their nephew, Jim Dorris came to settle
in the present site of Alturus on Pit River.
In 1870, Presley Dorris and Henry Fitzhugh
staked out claims along the Pit River.
Presley drove out a number of cattle and
horses from the Siskiyou ranch to be turned on his claim on Pit River. In order to
cross the river, Presley and Jim Dorris,
with the help of others, built a bridge
for their cattle. It was made of poles
cut from juniper trees, and from this
bridge the name of the settlement was called Dorris Bridge, but was later changed
to Alturus."
Then from an article on page 5, written
by Devere Helfrich: "Dorris Bridge, now
Alturus, was settled by Carlos Dorris in
1869, while the settlement of Surprise
Valley had begun a few years earlier".
********

HERALD AND NEWS
March 20, 1948
DEEP SNOWS OF YESTERYEAR
Perhaps because the snow was deep this
week, Mrs. Emma Otey of Dorris was moved
to send us a faded clipping from an old
paper which tells of the bad winter of
1889-1890 in the Klamath country.
This was the winter that the snow was
so deep on the Spencer house at Spencer
Creek that the roof caved in, killing
Grandma Spencer. A group of volunteers
went to Spencer Creek from Keno to bring
out the body, and it took several days to
cover the five miles. The faithful Spencer
dog would lie on the sled with the body
each night until the journpy- was -completed.
"The snow was so deep we could scarcely
see out of the front windows," said Mrs.
Otey, who lived with her parents at Keno
at that time. "The men went through hardships going to the feed yards to feed the
cattle, break the road twice a day with
six horses, and when they would break the
ice for the cattle on the river, they
would bunch up and go under...."
"A man named Harvey Teters, living near
Keno, put a saddle on one of his cows and
went through five feet of snow to Linkville
(Klamath Falls) to get supplies for his

1949
FROZEN UPPER LAKE MAKES
HIGHWAY FOR CAR TRAFFIC
Buck Island, centered in the lower end
of Upper Klamath Lake is accessible in the
winter now for the first time in years.
Frozen to a thickness of about 14 inches,
ice stretches clear to the island and is
covered with about six inches of snow.
Frank Swift keeps about 15 head of
cattle and a horse on the island where there
is a good browse most of the year. Now
with the ground covered with snow it is
necessary to feed the livestock and Swift
drives out every day or so in a light
pickup with a load of hay across the frozen
lake. The last trip he made with a sled
to take feed to the animals was at Christmas time.
He took one cow out on a small sled by
tying its feet together and lashing them
to the sled. He has also led animals
across the ice with sacks tied on their
hooves like snowshoes.
Ed Shortgen, who has been staying in
his house along the east shore of the lake,
has been snowed in by the shore road this
winter and his two cars are stalled there.
He and his nephew, Don Shortgen, drive
along the ice just off shore from Shippington to Cove Point with supplies for his
winter batching.
Shortgen said one day this winter he saw
four coyotes playing together out on the
ice. He has counted 21 deer on the hill
back of his place and the quail and pheasants flock around like barnyard fowl to be
(cont. col. 5)
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fed. In the summer he has watched deer
swimming out to Buck Island.
Don Shortgen remembers when he was a
small boy along about 1928 and lived at
Eagle Point, they got supplies from town,
brought over the lake by Harry Telford
with a bobsled and an ice boat rigged up
with an airplane motor.
His uncle says the lake has not been
frozen clear across to the island so cars
could drive over since that time.

HERALD AND NEWS
March 1, 1948
FIVE BABIES BORN HERE ON
ODD CALENDAR DAY-FEB. 29
February, 1948, was tucked into the
limbo of years yesterday but not until
five babies, two girls and three boys,
made their entrance into the world on
February 29, a day which will give them a
birthday only once every four years unless
something is done about the calendar.
A few Klamath men and women celebrated
their birthdays yesterday but the only one
The Herald and News could confirm as a
February 29th celebrant was Loy J. Barker,
Klamath Falls, insurance man and former
Chiloquin school head.
Infants who arrived here Sunday were
born to: Dr. and Mrs. Calvin Lawson Hunt,
a boy, their first child, weighing 8#1 oz.
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Tice, 343 Riverside,
a boy, 7#91
/
2 oz.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. Phillips, 4828 Johns,
a girl, 6#12 oz.
Mr. and Mrs. Taft Sisco, route 2, box 790,
a girl, 7#.
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wessels, OVS, a boy,
7# 10 oz.
This month of February was peculiar this
year for another reason...there were not
only 29 days but it also had five Sundays.
The month began on a Sunday and ended on a
Sunday. This is one of only six Februarys
in the 200 - year period beginning with
1800 and ending with the year 2000, having
five Sundays. The first February in this
period having five Sundays was in 1824, the
next in 1852, and the next in 1880; these
three were just 28 years apart. At the
turn of the century it was 40 years until
the next February appeared with five Sundays. This was in 1920 and the next February with five Sundays was this year.
For your information the next and final
February with five Sundays in this period
will be 28 years hence, in 1976. This is
something February 29th babies can keep in
mind in case they want to have their celebration on a Sunday.
*******
February 29, 1988 had 29 days but according to the Klamath County Health Dept.
there were no births registered for that
day. One baby was born Feb. 28th and five
on March 1st. Possibly mothers have found
a way to either hurry or slow down the
birthing process so their baby will be
assured of the normal amount of birthday
parties.
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TIMES CHANGE BUT YET
SOME THINGS REMAIN THE SAME
In 1884 there was a steadily increasing
need for a jail in Linkville. According to
the History of Central Oregon, in August of
1884 the County purchased of W.J. Nichols
lots 3 & 4 of block 23, for $200. A contract was let to Paul Breitenstein to erect
a jail building at a cost of $800.
By 1889 they must have experienced "OverCrowding" in the jail because on March 8,
1889 a contract for a new jail building was
let to L. Biehn for $3,500.
The population of Klamath County, according to the U.S. census of 1890 was 2,444--doubling from the census of 1885.
***
HERALD AND NEWS-February 19, 1948
HIGH BIDS HOLD OFF JAIL START
The city-county jail project has been
put off for a year,
All bids on the construction of the proposed building were rejected by the jail
commission late yesterday as being too high.
They exceeded available funds by something
around $150,000.
After opening and studying the bids,
the commission decided to reject them postpone construction for a year, and ask the
county court and city council to consider
means of increasing the jail fund to
$380,000 if they want the job done.
LOW BID
The low construction bid subnitted Wednesday was $301,612, offered by Angelo
Doveri, Klamath Falls contractor.
The commission also opened bids on the
steel jail equipment for the building.
These included: Stewart Iron Works, Cinncinnati, $31,077; Pauley Jail company, St.
Louis, $27,853; Commercial Steel Company,
Portland, $44,169; Decatur Iron Works,
Decatur, Alabama, $26,897.
On the basis of these bids, the commission decided that a total of about $380,000
would be needed for building and equiping
the jail, making allowance for micellaneous additional changes, office equipment,
etc. The jail fund at present is around
$230,000.
The commission decided it could not proceed under these circumstances, and recommended postponement for a year to see
whether there is a price adjustment that
might lower the cost, and whether the city
and county can raise additional funds.
*****
THEN ON JANUARY 11, 1988 THE START
OF THE "HILL-TOP HILTON"
*********
The new jail is being constructed on
Vandenberg Road, just north of the Klamath
Mental Health Center,
The county is under a federal judge's
ruling, which requires the county to use
the existing jail only as a 14-day holding
facility effective June 2, 1992.
Contractor is E. Lee Robinson Construction Co., Tigard, which bid $6,498,000
with a completion date of April 1989. Geothermal heating for the building will add
$230,000 to the total cost. ----Plus
expense for unexpected rock removal and all
the other plussss $$$$$$$$$$.
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MUSEUM NEWS
Work on the Museum Endowment is progressing. A lot of legal-ese is involved
in preparing the proper groundwork for the
administration of the fund. The goal of
the endowment is to accumulate an amount
of investments which will produce interest
sufficient to support the museum operations. This would stabalize the operations
and cause the museum to grow. Currently,
we are anticipating being in a position to
accept donations, funds, properties, etc.
some time in mid-April. A good time to
consider the best way to "remember" the
museum with your charitable donation. We
couldn't have done this without the help
of William "Bill" Ganong, Jr. who is
donating all his time and expertise in preparing the Endowment legal work.
Thank you, Bill!
What's NEW? A common question these
days as visitors come into the lobby. The
Geology Room has become the ROCK ROOM.
This transformation is due to the work of
the Rock and Arrowhead Club. Walt French
and Ron Stockhoff applied themselves and
several coats of paint to cover the previous black walls and ceiling. Jim Clark
re-wired the room; Howard Tomlin worked
AND donated his beautiful rock collection.
Rogers Carpets generously provided the
carpet, Kellstrom Bros. the paint. Wood
trim was paid for by the Club, and KUHS
Industrial Arts Department made the new
room signs. Bob Williams contributed 34
hours of carpentry time to construci. Lice
display cases. A TEAM effort! $595.00
in materials as well as 84 hours of labor
were involved in the project. We appreciate your interest in and support of the
museum. Thank you!
Remember the wonderful DINNER AT THE
MUSEUM? Mark your calendar with these
anticipated dates: May 20 and 21st. The
setting for this event will be in the
charming BALDWIN HOTEL. Your FRIENDS OF
THE MUSEUM are in the early stages of planning this festive evening. Telephone the
Museum if you want to lend a hand.
The ANNUAL Open House at the Baldwin
will be May 27 and 28. This yearly event
welcomes the community on a non-paying
basis. A chance to enjoy one of Klamath's
historic sites as a benefit for being a
taxpayer. Refreshments will be provided
in the Dining Room. The hours will be
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Almost immediately following the Open
House, on June 1, Wednesday, the Baldwin
Hotel Museum and the Fort Klamath Museum
will be opening for their summer schedule.
Pat McMillan
MAY...Baldwin Open House
Museum Quilts on display at the
Baldwin.
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JUNE 15 to JULY 23...Quilts on the Wall...
A traveling exhibit from the U.of O.
JUNE..all month...Cascade Woodcrafters
Guild displays in main Museum,
demonstrations every Saturday.
AUGUST.. Patchwork of History...traveling
exhibit from U. of O. to coincide with
Heritage Festival.
*****
The KLAMATH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
meets the 4th Thursday of every month from
September through May....with the exception
of December.
In December in lieu of a meeting we have
a pot-luck dinner on a Sunday afternoon.
All meetings are held in the Museum
meeting room. During the cold months the
meetings are held in the afternoons but
during the warmer months the meetings are
in the evenings. Watch the DATE BOOK for
the time.

