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STORY OF THE DREW FAMILY 
CATTLE BUSINESS AND CATTLE DRIVES 

AS TOLD BY CHARLES E. DREW 

My father, Nyron S. Drew and my mother, 
Mary Abagail Drew, moved to Langell Valley 
from Jacksonville, Oregon in 1879. At 
that time very few people lived in Langell 
Valley, the ones I remember were the 
Langells for whom the valley was named, 

the Swingles and the Wilsons. Five child-

ren were born to my parents during the 
time they lived in this valley, some of us 
in Lake County and some in Klamath County 

for Klamath County had not been created 
and it was all known as Lake County with 
Lakeview as the county seat, later Klam-

ath County was created with Linkville, 

Oregon as the county seat of government. 
The oldest, myself, Charles E. Drew, 

was born in Lake County in 1880. My old-

est sister, Eva, a year or so later and 
one half mile down the road was born in • 

Klamath County. My second sister, Nettie, 

then my only brother, Jesse, and the 

youngest of the family Wave (Waive). When' 

I was eight years of age our parents moved 

back to Jacksonville to send us to school, 

sometime later we moved back to Hildabrand. 

My education was finished at the Normal 

School in Ashland, Oregon where I took a 
business course. 

I was married to Ivy McKee in 1903, to 
us were born three children, a girl, Faye, 
boys Dale and Charles Junior. My first 
wife and all three of our children have 
passed this life and rest in the Linkville 
Cemetgry in Klamath Falls, Oregon. Our 
daughter, Faye and son, Dale were very 
young when they passed away but' our son 
Charles Junior lived to marry and leave 
three very fine children, my only grand-
children, a girl Elexes, now married, a son 

Jim Drew, a senior in Klamath Union High 

School also a daughter Abby living in Mac-
doel, California. 

My second wife was Ivy Emmett daughter 
of R.A. Emmett, pioneer family in and 
around the Klamath Falls and Keno country. 
She was born and raised in Klamath County. 

The homeplace where I now live was pur-
chased in 1916, built a new house in 1917 

and moved into the new house in 1918, have 

lived here ever since. That was many years 

ago but it is my intention to continue 

living here as this place holds many mem-
ories for me. 

My oldest sister is here visiting me 
today so she will add a little of her own 
life experiences to this family history. 
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Eva Drew married Walter Campbell, also 
a cattleman, and lived in Langell Valley 
twelve years, our children were all born 
in Langell Valley, our son Dave and his 
wife, Elizabeth, had two daughters, Barbara 
and Jo Ann. Our daughter Ruth married 
Frank Obenchain, they have two daughters, 
Carolyn and Margaret. Ruth teaches in the 
Bly schools. Our other daughter, Helen, 

'married Paul Hess, they have one daughter, 
Mary Ellen. 

We moved to Chiloquin and lived there 
for six years, we then bought the Bill 
Finley Ranch in 1940 and moved to Bly, still 
in the cattle business, pastured cattle in 
the summer and fed cattle in the winter. 
Winter feed consisted of wild hay cut thro-
ugh the summer and fed in the winter; My 
husband, Walter Campbell, passed away a 
few, years ago and I still live in the Bly 
country near my daughter Ruth. 
The above paragraphs were told by my 

oldest sister, Eva and suggest further in-
formation about the Campbell family might 
be obtained from some member of the family. 

Now that my sister, Eva, has completed 
about her family I shall continue about 
the rest of my family. My second sister, 
Nettie, better known as Net, married Fred 
Peterson, long time Superintendant of 
Klamath County Schools. They had three 

children, oldest Hal, born 1914, married 
and has two children. 

My only brother, Jesse Drew married his 
wife Hazel in 1917, they presently reside 

in the DAiry community on a farm. They 
had two children, a girl Jean married 
Jesse Angell and a son Bill married Alice 

Davis. Both of these families live in 
Dairy. 

My youngest sister married Frank Bell, 

an electrician and one time property owner 
of South Sixth Street. They had no child-

ren of their own but adopted two, a boy 

Frank Bell also an electrician living in 
Medford, and a girl, Mabel. My sister's 
husband passed this life a few years ago 
and she presently resides in Arizona. 
The rest of this manuscript will be con-
fined to cattle buying and cattle drives. 

As a very young man it was my desire 

to be a cattle man. I started out with 

one old cow and continued in the cattle 

business throughout the remainder of my 

life. At one time I owned a 1900 acre 

ranch in the Sprague River country this 
ranch was used for cutting wild hay and 
pasture land, it was sold several years 
ago. 

Cattle Drives were very common, in early 
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days, as places to ship cattle to market 

were few and far between. At that time 

Klamath Falls did not have a railroad, 

cattle was driven to Montague, Calif-

ornia or sometimes to Winnemucca, Nevada 

for shipment. 
In 1944 Ira Orem and myself formed a 

partnership that lasted ten busy and 

prosperous years for both of us. The 

first three years, we bought several hun-

dred head of yearlings on Crooked River 

in Central Oregon. We contracted them in 
the summer and had them delivered at Bend, 

Oregon, in the fall we shipped them from 

Bend, Oregon to Red Bluff, California and 
drove them West two days to our winter 
range where we pastured them until April. 

We then shipped them back to Chiloquin, 
Oregon and pastured them all summer at 
Fort Klamath and sold them in the fall. 

One summer Ira Orem and I bought about 
700 head of cattle in Montana when they had 
a dry year. We took our wives with us on 
this trip. We bought more cattle than we 
had expected to and realized we were going 
to run out of money. We called our banker 
and he said to just go on writing checks 
and we could sign a note later. We were 
also running short of expense money. Our 
wives, who had always been able to cash 
checks in any Hotel in Northern California 
felt confident they could get checks cash-
ed in Montana too, but soon found out they 
couldn't get checks cashed in Hotels in 
Montana. 

The last three years of our partner-
ship we bought cattle in Northern Nevada. 
We would contract the yearlings in the 
summer and receive and ship them in the 
fall. One year we had a dry winter in 
California, we heard there was some hay 
for sale in Northern Nevada. I had Win 
Kinney to take my pickup so if we did find 
hay he could look after the feeding. I 
took two saddle horses in my truck. We 
finally found hay and dry pasture on Kings 
River. We branded the 500 head of cattle 
and drove them to Kings River where I found 
a place for Kinney to live and I came home. 

About February 1st it began to rain in 
California. I took a man who's name was 
Cliff and we went after the cattle. We 
drove ninety miles in below zero weather. 
Kinney and I had our own horses and we 
hired two men with horses. Arrangements 
were made in advance to spend the nites at 
some farm or ranch. Cliff would take the 
truck and go ahead every day and have hay 
out for the cattle. 

The fifth day we arrived in Winnemucca, 
Nevada, the weather had warmed and began 
to snow. Next morning there was a foot of 
snow on the ground. We loaded the cattle 
on the train. Cliff went with the train 
to look after the cattle, Kinney drove my 
pickup and I drove the truck with our 
saddle horses aboard and we started for home. 
That was the coldest cattle drive I ever 
remember. 

---As written by Charles E. Drew--

When I was two years old my folks moved 
to Jacksonville. Then when I was ten they 
moved back to Hildebrand in Klamath County. 
Nett and Jesse were born in Jackson County:
Dale was drowned in 1927. He was working 

in the bank at Klamath Falls. 

Faye, the oldest of our children was 

born in 1904 and passed away when she wa 

twenty eight. 
When my sister Eva was married, she and 

her husband bought the Simp Wilson ranch 

in Langell Valley and lived there for 

twelve years. 
I wrote these changes before Easter 

this the 27 of April. I have thought of 

many things in the night that I should 

have told you. But I have felt so miser-

able that I didn't get the job done. 

It is hard for me to write lately. Will 

try to see you soon. 

I began branding my cattle D on the 

right side when I was nineteen. It was 

recorded then, and I kept it till I sold 

my ranch and cattle to my son, Charles E. 

Drew Junior about 1952. He had a D-
recorded and I took it. 

As written by Charles E. Drew to 
Mrs. Annabelle A. Newton..425 Plum Ave. 
Klamath Falls, Oregon 

PostMark on envelope..April 27,1965 

-Early County Boundries of 
Oregon 
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MANY FORTS AND CAMPS 
were established in the southern part of 
the state during the Indian uprisings of 
the 1850's and 1860's for the protection 
of the early settlers and the emigrants. 
Many years later during World War 2 two 
other Camps were established. 

Fort Klamath, Klamath County 1863 - 89. 
Established in 1863 with two companies 
ostensibly for the protection of the 
emigrants traveling the Applegate-Scott 
Trail in the southern part of the county. 
It was a beautiful site with plenty of 
feed for the animals and crystal clear, 
cool water. However, it was too far from 
the road it was to protect. Much is writ-
ten about this fort and the Modoc Indian 
War so further history will not be given 
here. 

Fort Lane, Jackson County 1853 - 1856 
Fort Lane was established Sept. 28, 1853 
for service in the Rogue River War. You 
will notice that many of the forts listed 
here were for the soldiers during the 
Indian uprisings of the 1853-'56 period. 
hey were also for the protection of the 

settlers of that time. Three companies 
of the U.S. Dragoons and one company of 
infantry were stationed there. This Fort 
was named for General Joseph Lane. It was 
built of logs with a stockade enclosing a 
large space, in which were the buildings. 
These included barracks, soldiers private 
houses, houses for officers, an armory, 
hospital and other buildings. There was 
also a parade ground. This was 'an exten-
sive'fort, far different than many that 
were only blockhouses. 

Fort Birdseye, Jackson County. This also 
was used during the 1855-'56 Indian up-
rising. It seems several small camps and 
so called forts came about during this 
period. It was probably named for David 
Birdseye whose place it was on. 

Fort Bailey, Josephine County. This was a 
camp called a fort and was used during the 
Rogue Valley 1855-'56 campaign against the 
Indians. It was on Wolf Creek near the 
resent community of Wolf Creek. 

Fort Briggs, Josephine County 1855 - '56 
It was on the donation land claim of George 
E. Briggs which was in section 35, township 
39, 8 West. It was near Sucker Creek and 
used during the Rogue River War. 

Fort Hayes in Josephine County was a gath-

aring place for the people in the area 
luring the Rogue River War of 1855 & "56. 
4allings History of Southern Oregon says 
Lt was about nine miles from Kerby. 

?ort Leland, Josephine County 1855-1856 
mcated just north of where the Pacific 
lighway crossed Grave Creek north of Grants 
'ass. Established in the fall of 1855 but 
.t was probably only a stockade, according 

o local stories. 

Oregon Volunteers during the Rogue River 
War. It was located about four miles 
west of the 1952 town of Grants Pass on 
the donation land claim of Margaret 
Vannoy. At this writing Grants Pass is a 
much larger town so four miles west would-
n't be accurate. The fort was not a 
fortification but a headquarters camp for 
the Volunteers. The buildings were log. 

Fort Lamerick, Curry County..Established 
by the Oregon Volunteers at Big Meadows 
during the 1855-'56 Wars. Big Meadows is 
in the northeast corner of Curry County 
about two miles north of Rogue River. It 
was hardly more than a low log breastworks 
enclosing a camping place but was import-
ant as a meeting place or rendezvous for 
the troops. 

Fort Miner, Curry County...Built by sett-
lers and miners and was not a military 
post. It was used in the 1855-'56 per-
iod of Indian unrest. It consisted of two 
log houses surrounded by a high earth 
embankment. Later a new Fort Miner was 
built north of the river where there was 
more space and not as much cover for att-
acking Indians. It was situated about 
11/2 miles from the mouth of Rogue River. 

Fort Orford, Curry County...Established 
on Sept. 14, 1851. It was built by the 
soldiers with cedar logs and lumber ship-
ped from San Francisco. Being in the 
community of Port Orford was the reason 
for the name. Before the Fort was built 
there was a civilian stockade also called 
Fort Orford. A Capt. Wm. Tichenor's 
second expedition landed at Port Orford, 
July 14; 1851 and immediately built the 
earlier fort. 1851 - 1856. 

Fort Kitchen, Coos County 1855 ---
This was a stockade where the settlers 
could "fort up" in case of emergency. 
Wm. H. Packwood was in command. It was a 
mile south of Myrtle Point on the south 
fork of the Coquille River near the mouth 
of Catching Creek named for an early set-
tler E.C.Catching. KItchen probably was 
a mispronunciation of Catching. 

Fort Rowland , Coos County 1855 
This was a civilian stockade built on Wm. 
Rowlands ranch and used by settlers as a 
defence headquarters against the Indians 
in the fall of 1855. 

Fort Smith, Douglas County 1855-'56 
Fort Smith was on Cow Creek on the Wm. 
Henry Smith place. It was used by the 
Oregon Volunteers during the Rogue River 
War. 

Fort Umpqua, Douglas County..Established 
July 28, 1856 by the U.S. Military to 
watch over the Grande Ronde and the Siletz 
agencies. On March 20, 1862 it had but 
one ieutenant and 22 men. It had been 
built to accommodate 2 companies. It was 
located about 2 miles north of the mouth 
of the river on the west bank. 

ort Vannoy, Josephine County, 1855-"56 
his was an important post used by the 
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Fort Harney, Harney County...Established 

Aug. 16, 1867 in the canyon of Rattlesnake 

Creek 16 miles east of Burns. It served 

troops, then was employed in protecting 

miners traveling east and freight wagons 

going to points in Idaho. West bound 

travellers were also under their protect-

ion. It was first known as Camp Steele, 

then Camp Crook but was later changed to 

Harney in honor of Major-General W. S. 

Harney. War Department records say the 

soldiers marched out June 13, 1880 but it 

was not restored to public entry until 

1889. During 1878 it was the center of 

the Bannock Paiute War. 

Camp Alden, Jackson County....General 
Lane put the soldiers in a camp at Hailey 

Ferry near Upper Table Rock after the 

battle of Evans Creek which was an import-
ant event in the Rogue River war. The 
exact location is not known. 

Camp Stuart, Jackson County was used 
intermittenly as late as 1853 and was 
named for Jimmie Stuart. Although no rank 
was given for Stuart it is known that he 
graduated from West Point. He died June 

18, 1851 after having been wounded leading 
a charge against hostile Indians the day 
before. He was buried at Camp Stuart 
about 25 miles south of Rogue River between 
two oak trees. 

Camp White, Jackson County....Is near the 
Rogue River and not far from Medford. It 
was a large installation used during World 

War 11. It was named for George White 

whom it was said served with distinction 

in World War 1. He was also Major General 

in command of the 41st Division when it 

was called into service, Sept. 16, 1940. 
He died Nov. 15, 1941. Dedication took 
place Sept. 15, 1942 with Mrs. White in 
attendance. It is a Domiciliary used by 
all disabled Veterans from all the wars. 

Camp Baker, Jackson County 1862 .... was 
garrisoned by part of the 1st Oregon Vol-
unteer Cavalry. -It was about a half mile 
west of Phoenix. There were several build-
ings built of hewn pine logs. It was used 
as late as 1865 but it is not known when 
it was abandoned. 

Camp Spencer, Josephine County 1855-56 
Used during the Rogue Indian War, it was 
described as being on the Applegate River 
but no specific location was given. 

Camp Elliff, Douglas County 1855-'56 
Established south of Canyonville and occu-
pied by Captain Labon Buoy and a detach-
ment of 2nd Oregon Volunteers to keep the 
road open along Cow Creek. Another camp 
brought on by the Rogue Indian War. 

Camp Polk, Deschutes County....was situated 
3 miles east of the town of Sisters on the 
west bank of Squaw Creek. It was founded 
in 1865 at the time of Indian problems in 
eastern Oregon. 

Camp C.F. Smith, Harney County....Established 
in June 1866 on Whitehorse Creek probably 

near Whitehorse Ranch. It was established 

when Camp Alvord was closed. 

Camp Currey, Harney County 1865-'66.. 
Was established in August 1865 at Indian 
Springs on what is now known as Silver 
Creek or as the Cecil 71 Ranch. It was 

not a declared reservation though it was 

occupied by Companies D & I, 4th Cavalry 

Infantry, a detatchment of Company E, 1st 

Washington Territorial Infantry and a 
detachment of Company K, 1st Oregon Infantry. 

It was commanded by Captain L.S. Scott at 
first. It was named for Colonel George B. 

Currey. 

Camp Wright, Harney County 1865....Was used 
a short time during Indian troubles of the 
'60's. It was established Oct. 3, 1865 and 
occupied by Captain L.L. Williams and H 
Company of the 1st Oregon Volunteer Infantry 
and was situated on Silvies River close to 
the east end of what was later called Island 
Ranch. It was named for General George 
Wright who was drowned in the wreck of the 
ship Brother Jonathan. 

Camp Alvord, Malheur County 1864---- Was 
established at the east base of Steens 
Mountain in Alvord Valley. Lieutenant J.A. 
Waymire had camped here earlier in the year. 
During the engagement with Indians, rifle 
pits were dug. Later Captain George S. 
Currey found these pits and selected the 
site for Camp Alvord. The Camp was named 
for Brigadier-General Benjamin Alvord. 

Camp Colfax, Malhuer County Was used 
for a few months during the Indian Wars of 
the 1860's. Company F of the 1st Oregon 
Volunteer Infantry established the camp 
about Aug. 24, 1865 on south Willow Creek 
and about 6 miles east of Ironside Mountain 
and where the CAnyon City- Boise road cross-
ed the creek. Two or three cabins with 
walls in common to save logs were built. 
It was abandoned in December 1865 and the 
buildings burned. 

Camp Henderson, Malhuer County ... was also 
a product of the 1860's Indian Wars. Capt. 
George B. Currey and his troops camped on 
Crooked Creek about 8 miles southwest of 
the mouth of Jordan Creek. This camp was 
not used long. 

Camp Warner, Lake County 1866 - 1873 
Occupied two sites in its life time. In 
1866 troops from Vancouver selected a site 
on the west side of Warner Valley. Troops 
from Boise coming to lay out the camp de-
cided to locate on the east side because of 
a number of small lakes which were diffi-
cult to cross. This camp in Warner Valley 
had been named for Brevet-Captain William 
Horace Warner. It was thought he had been 
killed there in 1849 while exploring a 
military route to California. 

In 1866 Major-General George Crook took 
command at Boise. In checking Camp Warner 
in 1867 he disaproved of the location be-
cause of the severe winter of '66-'67 and 
had a causeway built across the lake area. 
The camp was then moved to the west side 
which was 500 feet lower. The troops were 
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engaged in fighting Indians for several 
years until the camp was closed in the 
fall of 1873. **See History of Central 
regon published in 1905, page 811 for 

further history of this interesting 
Military Camp. 

Camp Day, Klamath County 1860 
Lieut. Lorenzo Lorain of Company L., 3rd 
Artillary left letters describing a march 
made by him and a detachment from Fort 
Umpqua to a point on Spencer Creek near 
the Klamath River. The camp was set up 
July 16, 1860 and named Camp Day in honor 
of Lieut. Edward Henry Day. Lorain was 
a photographer and took a picture of Camp 
Day which is in the files at the Oregon 
Historical Museum in Portland. These 
troops left Camp Day October 6th and 
arrived back at Fort Umpqua October 18th. 

•-: 
Information from Oregon Geographic Names 
1952 edition by Lewis A. McArthur and 
the History of Central Oregon. Mr. 
McArthur was a very •interesting man with 
whom to visit and had a great knowledge 
of Oregon History. 

---Helen Helfrich---
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CRATER LAKE 

August 25th was a day of celebration 
at Crater Lake. It was the 72nd Annivers-
ary of the National Park Service and 
perfect timing for unveiling a plaque at 
the Superintendent's Residence. Built in 
1933, it has recently received National 
Historic Landmark Status. 

A guided tour around all the old 
buildings at Park Headquarters in Munson 
Valley was given. Several people shared 
their rememberances of how things looked 
during the '30's and '40's and there was 
one couple who had lived at Park Head-
quarters so their comments about living 
there, especially during the winter months 
was very interesting. 

The Canfield building was the old Mess 
Hall for the unmarried Rangers and Const-
ruction people. They had housing but no 
place to cook. The Steele Center used 
to be the Ranger's building. The Rim 
Visitors Center started as a photography 
studio. The old buildings are a unique 
rustic style of archiaecture not seen in 

all Parks and have been adapted for 
present day use for preservation. 

While the Army Corp of Engineers was 

building the early roads someone with time 

on his hands carved "The Lady of the Woods" 

in stone. When discovered it was used as 

an added tourist attraction----A lady 
frozen in stone for all time----(or some-

thing like that) but you will see her 
now only on a guided tour. 

Three signs done by the CCC sign shop 

in the '30's are still posted in the Park: 

1--The Lady of the Woods--2- Vidae Falls 

...and 3rd the sign above the Cafeteria 
at Rim Village. Notice them the next time 

you go to Crater Lake. 

To top off the day, we were able to 

watch a helicopter lift supplies off 

Wizard Island. Deep Rover was not lifted 

Until the following day but watching the 
helicopter lift things and fly off with 

them eight different times across the 

blue water and rise up the steep sides was 

exciting. 
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GUARDHOUSE, GALLOWS and GRAVES, by Francis 
S. Landrum. The Trial and Execution of 
Indian Prisoners of. the Modoc Indian War 
by the U.S. Army 1873 $7.95 

PIONEER HOMESTEADERS of the FORT ROCK VALLEY 
by Raymond R. Hatton $6.50 

OREGON'S GREAT BASIN COUNTRY by Denzel and 
Nancy Ferguson $8.95 

FOOTLOOSE AND AHORSEBACK by Johnie (Cactus) 
Smyth $8.95 

NEW YORK to NOME, The Northwest Passage by 
Canoe, by Rick Steber $1750 

KLAMATH BASIN CEMETERIES Vol. II, by the 
Klamath Basin Genealogy Seciety...$25.00 

OREGON'S BIG COUNTRY by Raymond Hatton, 
A Portrait of S. E. Oregon $19.95 

TALES OF AN OLD HORSETRADER, the First 
Hundred Years, by Leroy 1)aniels...49.9.5 

TIMBERBEAST, Vol. 6, No.3, Fall, 1987,' 
Logging at Pokegama $3.00 

plus All your favorites about the . 
Modoc War and historical Research Papers. 
Home of the KLAMATH COUNTRY HISTORY BOOK 
by the Klamath Falls Historical Society 

 $59.95 

50 YEARS on. the KLAMATH, Lumbering in 
Klamath, Klamath Echoes, etc. etc. 

Visit the Museum Gift Shop Today!!! 

Have you come into the Museum to look at the 
1919 Model T pickup convertable yet? It is 
shiney black and beautiful. Our thanks to 
Bob Kennedy for this wonderful donation. 

Another display you just don't want to miss 
is the Fitzhugh exhibit of colorful things 
from Afghanistan. 

The book "Guardhouse, Gallows and 
Graves" compiled by Francis S. "Van" 
Landrum is hot off the press.' The boo] 

about the capture, trial, sentencing 

and the final minutes which ended the 

Modoc War includes the actual day by day 
proceedings of the Military Commission, 
in the Appendix. How the exact locations 
at the old Fort site were determined in 
order to preserve and partially restore 
are facts found in the Epilogue and are 
extremely interesting. 

An autograph party was held on Friday 

August 19th at the Klamath County 
Museum and the second one on Sunday 
August 21st at the Fort Klamath Museum. 

We are happy to report that many people 
came to buy the book and to have it 
autographed by the author. 

We are extremely grateful to "Van" 
Landrum for putting this book together 

and for donating the proceeds from the 

sales to the Klamath County Museum 
Endowment Fund. 
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