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 KLAMATH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

TRUMPETER Issue  119 Winter 2019 

Inside this issue   

Tribute to Carol Mattos—KCHS 

History of the Linkville Cemetery  

By Carol Mattos 

Tacoma News Tribune, April 11, 

1953 

Northern County By Bill Lewis 

Paul Bunyan submitted  

By Ron Loveness 

 

Meeting Schedule 2020 
Next regular meeting is March 26, 2020 

Regular Membership meetings are at 7 

p.m. On the fourth Thursday of March, 

April, May, September, and October at the 

Museum 

  Museum Happenings 

Check the Midge for museum details  and a list of other cultural happening in the community. To get 

on the emailing list send an email with your email address to midge@co.klamath.or.us 

.The Christmas Tree in Klamath Commons 

Did you know?—The Echoes and all of the 
Trumpeters is now online  

http://klamathcountyhistoricalsociety.org 
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To Honor Carol Mattos 

 

Carol Mattos is  

retiring from the 

Klamath County 

Historical Society 

Board. She is not 

retiring from eve-

rything though. 

She has 40 years 

of service, both as a volunteer and as 

a staff member at the Klamath County 

Museum. Carol was honored in Octo-

ber by the Historical Society Board for 

her many years of outstanding ser-

vice. At that time, she was presented 

with a certificate and a plague for her 

consistently superior service to both 

the Klamath County Museum and the 

Klamath County Historical Society.  

Beginning in 1970, Carol first worked 
at the Baldwin Hotel Museum as a vol-
unteer, then the following year she 
joined the Historical Society. She and 
her husband, Gary, have been mem-
bers ever since. 

She was an employee for the museum 
from 1980 to 1993. She then made 
the decision to continue her museum 
endeavors again as a volunteer. On a 
trip to Boston with her family, they fol-
lowed the Freedom Trail on foot and 
saw a tour. They unofficially joined the 
tour which pointed out many things 
you just might miss on your own. Car-
ol said to herself and probably Gary, “I 
can do this!”  

And lucky for all of us, she did, organ-
izing and conducting walking historical 
tours and the Linkville Cemetery. 

Carol is the driving force in many en-
deavors: Night at the Cemetery, the 
annual clean-up, maintenance and im-
provements to the Linkville Historic 
Cemetery, historical research for many 
projects in general. She has helped or-
ganize bus tours and walking historical 
home tours. She has organized special 
events at the Baldwin Hotel Museum 
and the annual membership potlucks. 

There have been so many things in 40 

years it would be very difficult to know 

them all. She and Gary have been 

such an important part of saving and 

presenting the history of the Klamath 

Basin.  

The Klamath County Museum and the 
Klamath County Historical Society are 
so honored to have Carol Mattos as a 
long-time member, volunteer, board 
member and friend.  
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A History of Linkville Cemetery  

by Carol Mattos 

The exact location of the first burial 

ground in Linkville is unknown, but it 

has been long claimed that George 

Nurse dedicated a lot for that purpose. 

It is known that an early cemetery 

stood on Pine Street between Second 

and Third Streets, near the old First 

Presbyterian Church.  By 1885 when 

the Ankeny Canal was being dug, it 

was necessary to move the cemetery. 

On January 19,1885, twelve local citi-

zens met for the purpose of choosing a 

new location.   Several members of the 

group are buried in Linkville Cemetery, 

including George T. Baldwin, J.O. 

Bowdoin, R.E. Davis, J.P. Roberts, 

Paul Breitenstein, G.W. Smith and J.W. 

Hamaker. 

Twenty acres, considered way out of 

town at the time, were purchased from 

the Crouch Dairy for $40. 

This land was next to the IOOF Ceme-

tery that was already in existence.  The 

IOOF Cemetery was deeded to the 

City of Klamath Falls in the early 

1950’s, and today the two cemeteries 

are considered one. 

 

Some of the early graves near the cem-

etery entrance were moved from the 

cemetery on Pine Street.  The earliest 

known grave is that of Earnest L. Smith 

who died on March 31, 1869; just 3 

years later he was joined by his sister, 

Sara M. Smith, who died on October 21, 

1872.  A large monument in that area 

honors the 300 unknowns moved from 

the old cemetery. 

By 1931, after 46 years of use, the cem-

etery was an eyesore.  A group of citi-

zens banded together to organize im-

provements.  The stone gates at the en-

trances were constructed and a wire 

fence was installed around the entire 

cemetery.  More than 100 trees were 

planted, and a network of gravel roads 

was laid out. 

A walk through the cemetery will bring to 

mind pioneers, such as Melhase, Schal-

lock, Biehn, Applegate, Gerber, Sum-

mers, and Baldwin.  However, there are 

many others that you have never heard 

of such as “Hot Shot” Joe Daniels, Caro-

line (Callie) Timms, John “King Dodo” 

Taylor and J. Fred Morley.  

 Every person resting here has a story, if 

only they could talk. 
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Klamath County is just over 100 miles 

long from south to north. Klamath Falls, 

the largest city and county seat, is at the 

southern end, just 20 miles from the 

California/Oregon border. Ninety-one 

miles north of Klamath Falls, along 

Highway 97, are two towns that are 

physically connected: Gilchrist and 

Crescent, Oregon. They are the north-

ernmost towns in Klamath County.  

 

 

 

Crescent was 

there first. It was 

originally named 

Odell for Odell 

Lake. The lake was named after William 

Odell, an early pioneer. Odell was a sur-

veyor who was involved with the immi-

grant trail between Boise, Idaho, and 

Eugene, Oregon. As it turned out, a 

town in Hood River County had adopted 

the name first. In 1907 the town’s peo-

ple, wanting a clear identity, changed 

the name to Crescent after Crescent 

Lake.  

Crescent was built as a junction for the 

north-south and east-west railroads. 

Now the two major railroads miss Cres-

cent - Burlington Northern passes to the 

east and Union Pacific to the southwest.  

Highway 97 runs right through Crescent, 

  

 

 

 

 

This area has been an important part of 
the history of the Northwest. Research-
ers have found evidence that humans 
inhabited the area as many as 8,000 
years ago. 

Later groups of indigenous people trav-

eled through the area on their way to 

hunting, fishing and trading sites in oth-

er regions of the Northwest. Fur trap-

pers from Hudson Bay Company are 

known to have been in the area in the 

early 1800s.  

In the 1840s, as settlers came to the 
Oregon country, some wagon trains 
ventured through the area but often 
found the going too difficult. Those who 
tried to settle in the area found the lack 
of reliable water supply, poor soil and 
short growing seasons too discouraging 
to persist and moved on.  

What is now present-day Highway 97 
was the original route called the Hun-
tington Road. It was the main route 
from The Dalles to Fort Klamath. While 
Crescent never became the hub of 
Central Oregon, it is a beautiful friendly 
area with many wonderful people and 
fun adventurous things to do. 

Northern County 

By Bill Lewis 
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Gilchrist, which is right next to Cres-

cent, is a company town. It was the last 

company-owned town in Oregon.  

It was founded in 1937 by Frank W. 

Gilchrist, the great grandson on the 

company’s founder, Albert Gilchrist. 

The company was originally started in 

1850 in New Hampshire by Albert. As 

the forests of New Hampshire were de-

pleted, Albert’s son, Frank R. Gilchrist 

moved the mill to Mississippi. Frank R. 

began to anticipate the eventual reduc-

tion of usable lumber in and around 

Mississippi, so he started looking west. 

He invested in timberland in Idaho, 

California and Oregon. He purchased 

100,000 acres of timberland in Oregon. 

 In 1937, the company officials and 

Frank W. Gilchrist, the great grandson, 

decided to move the entire lumbering 

operation to Oregon. The site was se-

lected on the Deschutes River next to 

the town of Crescent. The mill and log 

pond were located on the west side of 

Highway 97 and the Scandinavian-

styled public and commercial buildings 

on the east side of Highway 97.  

Initially, 128 family homes were built. 
All the buildings were painted “Gilchrist 
Brown.” Every five years, all the build-
ings were repainted to keep that beau-
tiful, quaint look of the village.  

  

The mill employed up to 300 workers, 
and the population of the town was 
around 600 people for many years. 
The Gilchrist company was considered 
a good company by its employees, and 
many expressed the term “benevolent 
parent” in referring to their relationship. 
That ended in the 1980s when mill op-
erations diminished, and in 1991 the 
mill and timberlands were sold to 
Crown Pacific Partners.  

Crown Pacific laid off all the employ-

ees, then in 1997 the houses were sold 

to their occupants. 

Though the mill was modified to handle 

smaller dimension logs, business still 

declined, and in 2003 Crown Pacific 

declared bankruptcy. The mill was later 

acquired by Interfor Pacific of Canada.  

The mill once operated with about 300 

employees, but today it has just 15 full-

time employees.  

There have been plans to build a desti-
nation resort in the Gilchrist timber-
lands, but so far nothing has been de-
veloped. However, as many people 
from the Portland metropolitan area 
discover the beauty of Central Oregon, 
this beautiful, quaint town may       
blossom again. 
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Sometimes we forget     

that we are living     

history. Who would 

have thought that 

these predictions 

would come true in our 

lifetime. Bill Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Pentheroudakis 
“From the April 11, 1953, edition of The News Tribune (Tacoma). I came 
across this as I was researching a couple of things at the Tacoma Public Li-
brary”. 
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 Paul Bunyan visited the North-

west with his seven favorite Axmen to 

scout future work.  Paul’s seven favor-

ite Axmen were named Elmer, so they’d 

all come when he called.  

 

 

 

 As Paul and his Axmen passed 

through Klamath Country, they noticed 

that Mt. Mazama was mostly made of 

loose soil and pumice.  Paul and his 

Axmen decided to scoop off the top of 

the mountain and spread the material 

for miles around its base to enhance 

the soil in the pine forests.  

They left in place the solid rock which 

would later become the Phantom Ship 

and left the large rocks and course ma-

terial which would become Wizard Is-

land.  When Paul left for the Washing-

ton Territory, a huge crater remained 

where Mt. Mazama once stood. 

  

The mythical Paul Bunyan was explained in an earlier issue of the Trumpeter.  Other legendary 

characters such as John Henry, Casey Jones and Johnny Appleseed were based on an actual per-

son. Paul Bunyan was totally mythical; therefore, he could do nearly anything imaginable. 

               PAUL BUNYAN CHANGED THE NORTHWEST 

 When Paul got to the Washington Ter-

ritory he met with Peter Puget, the per-

son for whom Puget Sound was 

named. ** Peter Puget told Paul Bun-

yan that he wished Puget Sound was 

bigger to provide sailing ships more 

room to maneuver.  Paul Told Peter 

Puget about the success of his Mt. 

Mazama project.  Peter Puget was im-

pressed with Paul’s ability and hired 

Paul and his seven Axmen to make 

Puget Sound bigger.  Paul misunder-

stood Peter and dug Puget Sound 

much larger than Peter Puget had im-

agined he could.  To please Peter Pu-

get, Paul put some of the dirt back, 

and that is what formed the San Juan 

Islands. 

 

. 
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Paul and his seven Axmen then re-

turned to the crater they’d left in Mt. 

Mazama.  It happened to be during 

the Winter of the Blue Snow, so Paul 

and his Axmen filled the crater in Mt. 

Mazama with Blue Snow.  This is why 

the water in Crater Lake is so blue.  

And now you know how Crater Lake, 

The Phantom Ship, Wizard Island and 

the San Juan Islands came to be. 

REMEMBER - NO TALE IS TOO TALL 

FOR PAUL 

**Note – It is true that in 1792 Puget Sound 

was named by George Vancouver in honor 

of Peter Puget, a Huguenot lieutenant that 

accompanied him on the Vancouver         

Expedition 
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Trumpeter Staff 

Bill Lewis  

Sue Fortune 

John Fortune 

Phyllis Goebel 

Mary Nobel 

Ron Loveness 

2019 KCHS Officers 

President: Gloria Sullivan 

Vice President: Beatrice Naylor 

Secretary: Mary Nobel 

Treasurer: Richard Touslee 

Members at Large: 

     Doy Touslee 

     Cindy DeRosier 

     Bill Lewis 

   

 

 KCHS Website : 

klamathcountyhistoricalsociety.org 

Bill Lewis— Webmaster 

Email the Society at: 

BillLewis62@Hotmail.com (Webmaster) 

Membership fees 

are due at the end 

of each year. 

Individual  $15.00 

Supporting  $30.00 

Life Member  

$125.00 

Make checks        

payable to the     

Klamath County  

Historical Society 

Mail to or drop off 

at the Klamath 

County Museum 

1451 Main Street 

Klamath Falls , OR 

97601 

Are you update 

on your KCHS 

dues?  Please 

check and if not 

please catch up. 

The Historical  

Society needs 

your support! 

The end of another year. 2019 was a good year for the Historical Society. 

In March, Women’s History Month was celebrated at the Baldwin Hotel Museum with 
a program honoring some local women in history.. 

In May was the annual Linkville Cemetery Cleanup day. 

In June was the annual bus tour. This year it covered Lower Klamath Lake, farms 
and refuge. Also this month was Collier Park Heritage Day. 

August was the annual picnic. This year at the Malin Park. 

October was the Merrill Potato Festival. 

Also in October was the night at the Cemetery. This year at the Merrill Cemetery. 

We are looking forward to a very exciting year in 2020. We hope you will join in the 
events of next year 
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