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Programs for 2021 

We have created and 
shown three Zoom      
programs this year. 

March 

Women’s History Month 

April  

William Kittredge Part 1 

May 

William Kittredge Part 2 

When our programs start 
again in the fall, we will 
have September and Oc-
tober programs, either 
face to face or online via 
Zoom. 

   This May 28 was the 75th year that our Historical 
Society was incorporated and became an official          
organization. Much work by many devoted people 
led to that moment.  Since that time, the people 
who have devoted their time, energy and support 
to the Historical Society have accomplished a 
great deal. Their mission of acquiring and display-
ing artifacts, researching, recording and sharing 
historic information has been met many times 
over.  

We hope this brief history of our great historical    

society is enjoyable and maybe inspiring. We 

hope it shows the respect we feel for all the     

people who  created it and supported it for the last 

75 years. 

 

Inside 

This entire issue is about the Brief History of the      

Historical Society by Bill Lewis 

  Museum Happenings 

Check the Midge for museum details  and a list of other cultural 

happening in the community. Get on the list by sending your 

email to midge@co.klamath.or.us 
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A brief history of the Klamath County Historical Society 

The first recorded idea of a historical 

society was started in 1943. There were 

probably several before that time. The 

charter members of the 1943 group 

were Mrs. Ida Odell, Mrs. Helen Thom-

as, Mrs. Buena Stone, Mrs. Irene Fos-

ter, and Mrs. Iva Gralapp.  These wom-

en worked on the organization of the 

historical group from November of 1943 

until July of 1944. The first public meet-

ing of the Historical Society was held 

that July. 

At the meeting, the first constitution for 

the society, written by Mrs. Irene Foster 

and Mrs. Iva Gralapp, was read and ap-

proved. It was later approved by the Or-

egon Historical Society without change. 

The first officers of the Klamath County 
Historical Society were Mrs. Ida Odell, 
Mrs. Helen Thomas, and Mrs. Buena 
Stone. The Board of Directors for that 
first year were Mrs. Rose Poole, Mrs. 
Lyle Kimball, Frank Jenkins, Will 
Humphrey, Charles Stark, Mrs. Iva Gra-
lapp, and Mrs. Buena Stone. 

The purpose of the Historical Society 

was: “The collection, preservation, exhi-

bition, and publication of material of an 

historic character, especially of that re-

lating to the Klamath County.” 

The group began several projects right 
away, gathering data on historic points 
of interest. The society also adapted a 
seal for the group. It was a rifle and ar-
row crossed with a white pelican  

centered and the name of the Histori-
cal Society. At some point it was 
changed to two arrows crossed. 

 

Old 

Logo 

 

 

     New  

    Logo 

 

 

Topics for papers and discussions for 

that first year included: “Prehistoric 

Klamath,” “Trappers of Klamath Re-

gion,” and “Fremont in Klamath.” 

These are just a few of the programs 

and publications. 

By May 28, 1946, 75 years ago, it was 

incorporated as a non-profit organiza-

tion and was recognized by the Ore-

gon Historical Society. 

 The need for an Historical Society 

was mainly prompted by the need for 

a museum to house and display the 

acquired artifacts. In December of 

1945, society members urged Kla-

math County Judge U. E. Reeder to 

form a Klamath County Museum 

Commission. Mrs. Mary Case was ap-

pointed to the commission to repre-

sent the Klamath County Historical 

Society. 
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The commission was authorized to build 
and see to the maintenance of a county 
museum. The commission was unable 
to get funding for a museum building. 
Eight years later, in 1953, Klamath 
County Judge Reeder used money set  
aside for the county/city jail toward the 

construction of a county library/museum.  

That building on the corner of 3th Street 
and Klamath Avenue was completed 
and opened in 1955. The Historical    
Society gathered its artifacts in a part of 
the building and maintained it until a dif-
ferent place was designated as the    
museum.  

The Klamath Armory and Auditorium 
was built in 1935 using both city and 
county funds. In addition of providing 
housing the Klamath National Guard unit 
Battery D of the 249

th
 Coast Artillery, it 

was the gathering place for many popu-
lar events from “big band” dances and 
rock bands to sporting events. In 1969 
the city sold its half to Klamath County. 
The county then designated that building 
as the county museum. The Klamath 
County Historical Society converted the 
building into the Klamath County        
Museum. 

In 1970, the museum moved from the  
Klamath County Library to its new home 
at the Armory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the Museum 

This was a small group of people dedi-

cated to support the work of the muse-

um. They performed tasks like helping 

with the buffet dinner in Februarys at 

the museum, tours at the Baldwin hotel, 

co-sponsoring tours and events with the 

museum. The officers for this group in 

1985 were Carol Mattos, president; 

Gwen Best, treasurer; and Madge 

Walker, secretary. 

At some point around the year 2000, 

the group merged with the Historical 

Society since both groups performed 

some of the same functions. The new 

combined group still performs many 

functions supporting the museum. 

The membership of the Klamath County 
Historical Society started to grow as in-
terest in the new museum grew. There 
has always been a group of hard-
working individuals who kept the society 
going and expanded the organization’s 
activities. 
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Historical Markers 

One of the activities the Historical Soci-

ety did was to put forty-two markers in 

historic sites around the county. Many 

of the markers were made from rail-

road rails cut and wielded in a T shape 

with a plaque mounted on it. Others 

were mounted plaques. Thirteen of the 

rail markers followed the Applegate trail 

through Klamath County. Three rail 

markers were placed at some of the 

largest logging camp sites in the coun-

ty. In 1987, five rail markers were put at 

what had been the stage stops on the 

Topsy Road.  

 

That same year, several plaques were 

placed at historic sites in the northern 

county. They marked places where 

early explorers, trappers and pioneers 

had been before the basin was begin-

ning to be settled. Another thirty-one 

markers and plaques were put where 

other important historic sites once ex-

isted.  

 

 

Publications 

The Historical Society created and pub-

lished several historic publications: 

The Echoes 

In 1963, John Devere Helfrich began to 
create a softbound book about local his-
tory. He began by finding sponsors to 
pay for the publishing. In 1964, the first 
issue of the Echoes was published. 
Devere was the editor, and his wife Hel-
en was the assistant editor. Many peo-
ple contributed to each Echoes. They 
researched and interviewed many peo-
ple to create a marvelous collection of 
information and stories. The Echoes 
was published every year from 1964 to 
1979. There were sixteen additions, 
each with a different theme. Helen and 
Devere were both active members of 
the Historical Society and did many oth-
er things with and for the society, 
Devere retired from the board in the fall 
of 1979 and he passed away in 1981. 
Helen continued to be an important part 
of the Historic Society up until she 
passed away in 1989. Without their skill 
and determination, the Echoes ended. It 
is a treasure of information and enter-
tainment. The Echoes is on the Histori-
cal Society website and can be viewed 
online. If you are a person who likes to 
have and hold a book, copies can be 
purchased at the museum. 

The History of Klamath Country 

Not to be confused with Rachel Apple-
gate’s “History of Klamath County,” The 
History of Klamath Country was pub-
lished in 1984. The illustrations were by 
Janis Kafton. Janis was a wonderful 
member of the society and contributed 
many wonderful articles and sketches 
over the years. 
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The History of Klamath Country 

The Trumpeters 

The name for this publication comes 
from the Trumpeter Swans that are  
pictured on the title page. It was first 
published in 1986. It has been a    
quarterly publication/newsletter since 
its beginning. The Trumpeter has had 
many editors and contributors over the 
years. There have been 124 issues to 
date. The first issues were published 
on a mimeograph in black and white. 
That picture of the swans over Klamath 
Lake was drawn by Janis Kafton. 

 

 

After printing, the copies of the Trumpet-

er were folded, tabbed, had mailing la-

bels added and then mailed to all the 

Historical Society members along with 

some complimentary copies to other His-

torical Societies. John and Sue Fortune 

have been on the production crew for 

many years. A mailing permit was pur-

chased each year to cover mailing.  

As technology changed, most of the 

members of the Historical Society had 

email addresses. Liz Budy, the society 

president in 2013, determined that it 

would be much cheaper to email copies 

of the Trumpeter four times a year and 

save a lot of money on mailing. The 

email copy is a PDF and can be read by 

both PC and Apple computers. There are 

still about 40 members who do not have 

email and copies of the Trumpeter are 

printed, addressed and mailed to them. 

In 2018 we had the ability to print the 

Trumpeter in color. Now the Historical 

Society has its own printer, and it does 

save some of the printing costs. The cost 

of printing and mailing is more than 

$3.00 per copy. 
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Tours  

One of the highlights of each summer 

is a historic or landmark tour. At first, 

they were done as car caravans. 

 

There were tours in cars. Often be-

cause buses could not travel on the 

roads where the tour went. 

 

These represent just a very few of the 

many tours the Historical Society ven-

tured on. A lot of historic places were 

seen and a lot of information was 

learned.  

In the summer of 2015, the Historical 
Society toured part of southwestern Or-
egon. Bill Dodge gave a talk about Lake 
of the Woods. His family had had a cab-
in on the lake for several generations 
and Bill is the Lake of the Woods histori-
an. The timing was bad because the 
Lake of the Woods marathon was that 
day, so the bus could not go around the 
lake as originally planned. The tour pro-
ceeded across the Cascades into Jack-
son County. There it took the loop off 
Highway 140 to the covered bridge.  

After stopping to lunch at the Lake 
Creek store, the tour continued to Eagle 
Point. The major site there was the flour 
mill built in 1872. The mill stone had 
been sent around the horn that year. 
The mill which set next to Butte Creek 
was powered by a waterwheel and con-
tinued to operate since that time. 
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Sadly, the mill was destroyed by a 
predawn fire on Christmas morning of 
that year.  

 We were so lucky to have visited the 
mill before a great piece of history was 
destroyed. This was just one of sever-
al great tours that Ryan Bartholomew 
planned and led. 

Todd Kepple, the museum manager, 
has led many tours in the fifteen years 
that he has been with the museum.  

 

Lower Klamath Tour 

 

Rock House was an early motel on Hwy 

97 

 

Lunch at Bill Nicholson’s Ranch 

In October of 2019, Todd did a tour of 

the Spencer Creek and Topsy area that 

included a stop at the site of the McCul-

lum Lumber mill, the Applegate trail 

crossing of the Klamath River, the 

Spencer Creek Cemetery, and the old 

Spencer Creek Fish Hatchery.  
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The Internment camp at Tulelake 

 

 

The Braymill Lumber site 

 

 

The Braymill Lumber site 

 

 

 

Woods by Fort Klamath 
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Walking Tours 

There been many walking tours of our 

historic city over the years. 

 

Downtown 

 

Conger Ave 

 

High Street 

Pacific Terrace 

 

Pacific Terrace 

Events 

In addition to appearing in holiday pa-

rades, the Historical Society has been 

at the Merrill Potato Festival for many 

years and at the historic celebration at 

Collier Park Logging Museum. 
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Collier Park 

 

Summer Picnics 

The Bylaws state that the Historical So-

ciety will have a summer picnic for the 

membership. So that’s what we do. For 

many years Paul and Phyllis Goebel 

hosted our picnics at their beautiful 

place on the Williamson River.  

 

Goebel Summer House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malin Park 

The Linkville Cemetery 

Society adopted the Linkville Cemetery. 

It is a Klamath Falls city park. It is the on-

ly cemetery the city handles and it is of-

ten in need of a little TLC. The Historical 

Society schedules a yearly cleanup of 

the cemetery in conjugation with the 

Parks Department and with the help of 

the local LDS churches.  
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Honoring Liz Budy at a cemetery cleanup 

The Historical Society also conducts 

tours of the Linkville Cemetery. Most re-

cently, Carol Mattos and Gloria Sullivan 

have been doing these tours. The Kla-

math community has a great interest in 

the cemetery and the tours always 

have a good turnout.  

 

 

Some Other County Cemeteries  

The Klamath County Historical Society 
has also conducted tours at some other 
county cemeteries: 

Fort Klamath 

Bonanza 

Merrill  

Malin 
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In 1985, the Historic Society was given 

permission by the Klamath Tribes to 

place this plague for Winema’s hus-

band, Frank Riddle, on his grave in the 

Chief Schonchin Cemetery. 

 

 

 

The end of each year 

 

Each November is the annual member-

ship potluck and program. This event has 

continued since at least the 1980s. 
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1944-46 Mrs. Robert Odell 

1946-47 Mrs. Geneva Duncan 

1948 Mrs. T.D. Case 

1949 Mrs. Helen Helfrich 

1950-56 H.H. Ogle 

1957 Annabelle Newton 

1958 Kenneth McLeod Jr. 

1959 Paul Deller 

1960 Loraine Quillen 

1961 Edmund M. Chilcote 

1962 Willeska Loosely 

1963 Albert Angel 

1964-65 Paul Robertson 

1966 Albert Angel 

1967-68 Dick Teater 

1969 Paul Robertson 

1970-71 Bob Elliott 

 

 

1972 Leona Angle 

1973-74 Jim Coleman 

1975 William Kral 

1976-78 Norma Uerling 

1979 Oscar Anderson 

1980-81 Michael Kaliher 

1982-85 Paul Fizhugh 

1986-91 Carol Mattos 

1992-98 Wayne Scott 

1999-2008 John Fortune 

2009-10 Sue Fortune & Carol  

Mattos 

2011-12 Sue Fortune & Liz Budy 

2013-15 Liz Budy 

2016-2018 Ryan Bartholomew 

2019 Dave Taylor 

2019-21 Gloria Sullivan 

2121 Bea Naylor 

Past Presidents of the Klamath County 

Historical Society 
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Trumpeter Staff 

Bill Lewis  

Sue Fortune 

John Fortune 

Mary Nobel 

Ron Loveness 

 

 2021 KCHS Officers 

President: Beatrice Naylor 

Vice President: Bill Lewis 

Secretary:  Mary Nobel 

Treasurer: Richard Touslee 

Members at Large: 

     Doy Touslee 

     Cindy DeRosier 

     Marle Jandreau 

KCHS Website : 

klamathcountyhistoricalsociety.org 

Bill Lewis— Webmaster 

Email the Society at: 

BillLewis62@Hotmail.com (Webmaster) 

 

 

Membership fees 

are due at the end 

of each year. 

Individual  $15.00 

Supporting  $30.00 

Life Member  

$125.00 

Make checks        

payable to the     

Klamath County  

Historical Society 

Mail to or drop off 

at the Klamath 

County Museum 

1451 Main Street 

Klamath Falls , OR 

97601 

Are you up to 

date on your 

KCHS dues?  

Please check and 

if not, please 

catch up.  

The Historical   

Society needs 

your support! 

Did you know?—The Trumpeters and 
Echoes are now online and can be 
viewed at: 
http://klamathcountyhistoricalsociety.org 

Update your information: Mail to: KCHS at the address above. 

Name:___________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ___________________________________________ 

Email Address:____________________________________________ 


